See you
down the road

I have thought about this last message for quite some time, probably since | became
president a couple of years ago. There were many times | actually looked forward to it while suffering
through my monthly panic attack as the deadline neared and | had no idea of what to write.

| hope | succeeded in conveying the benefits of membership in STMA and how vigilant we must
be to preserve what we believe to be the sanctity and integrity of sports.

| would like to thank everyone for their support over these past two years and thank each of you
for entrusting me with the duties of your president. It has truly been an honor and responsibility that |
did not take lightly. In some ways, the past two years have flown by and, in other ways, they seem to
have occupied a lifetime. | know that | am a better person for all the new friends | have made and
been able to work with.

A while back, | wrote a message about those of us in STMA being the guardians of the game. It
was a compilation of my thoughts and reflections on the way the game used to be played versus the
way it is played today.

Sadly, those days are gone forever. With that in mind, STMA and each of us who are sports field
managers must also be willing to change without having to give up our core principles or we risk
being left behind.

This past year, the Board of Directors decided that it was time for STMA to step out on its own
by establishing our own headquarters and staff. This has provided us the opportunity for self-evalua-
tion, as we look at where we are going and how we are getting there.

Kim Heck, our new CEO, has not only brought a fresh approach to the way we do business, but
also has brought new ideas for how STMA can better serve all its members. There have been and will
continue to be some missteps as we experience this changeover, but, in the long term, this is the
only way STMA can reach its full potential.

As in any other field, this profession requires a strong national organization. There is strength in
numbers. Working together through STMA, sports field managers can do far better for the advance-
ment of this profession than they can as individuals.

There are a number of people who have never been a member and some that gave up their
membership for various reasons. STMA is our members. With your membership, you can help make
the association what you want it to be. This is the perfect time to be a part of this association and be
a part of forming a new and better STMA.

If you truly care about this profession and its future, now is the time for you to step
up. If there is to be a change in our association and profession then it has to begin
with each of us.
| look forward to working with Mike Trigg when he assumes the post of
president at the annual conference in Phoenix later this month. With Mike's
leadership and help from each of you, | am convinced that the best times of
STMA are ahead.
Best wishes to each of you.

BOB CAMPBELL, CSFM

bcampbell@UTK.edu
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THE VC-60 IS DESIGNED FOR CONTINUOUS HEAVY
DUTY OPERATION ON ALL TYPES OF SPORTS TURF.
THE UNIT HAS A PATENTED SWING HITCH THAT
ALLOWS THE OPERATOR TO VERTI-CUT AROUND
OBJECTS WHILE TURNING, WITHOUT TEARING THE
ESTABLISHED TURF. PIVOT POINTS DESIGNED ON THE
HITCH ALLOW THE UNIT TO FLOAT OVER UNEVEN
TERRAIN. THE VC-60 CUTTING DEPTH IS EASILY
ADJUSTED IN THE FIELD, WITHOUT TOOLS *UP T0 1'2
INCHES DEEP* USING QUICK RELEASE PINS.

THE FIRST PRODUCTS AERA-VATOR" USES A
“PATENTED" VIBRATING ACTION TO LOOSEN AND
BREAK UP HARD AND COMPACTED SOILS IN THE

ROOT ZONE, WITHOUT DESTROYING EXISTING
TURF ON THE SURFACE. THE AERA-VATOR® HAS A
UNIQUE SWING HITCH THAT ALLOWS THE OPERA-
TOR TO TURN AROUND OBJECTS WITHOUT TEAR-
ING THE TURF. THE REAR ROLLER CAN BE PINNED

TO CONTROL TINE DEPTH UP TO 3 3/4 INCHES

DEEP. THE AERA-VATOR" COMES IN SEVERAL

MODELS RANGING FROM 40" TO 80" WIDE. THE
UNIT ALSO COMES WITH OPTIONAL SEED BOX
FOR OVER SEEDING OR PRIMARY SEEDING.
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Products

INNOVATIVE TURF EQUIPMENT

WWW.1STPRODUCTS.COM

800-363-8780

SALES@ 1STPRODUCTS.COM

Circle 153 on card or www.oners.ims.ca,/4568-153
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