
Slugger F-e d•.Nielsen
win 2nd Field of Year title

between cycles, he waters by hand. There
are eight quick couplers positioned around
the field so that the entire field can be
watered with a l30-foot hose.

In 2004, between March 30 and
October 7, Slugger Field hosted more than
115 events, including 72 Bats games, a wed-
ding, a Kentucky Derby Festival event, and
kids camp-out nights.

Nielsen says he used to have a problem
caused by having to pull the tarp 40-50
times a year. "The majority of the time, the
tarp is left on the field for long periods,
which of course leads to a greater potential
for disease. To solve this, we placed two 22-

inch Air Max fans under two sides of the tarp. The fans can move air 150 feet, and
this air creates a bubble underneath the tarp so that the water rolls off easily and
enables a crew of four to pull the tarp off. Also, the air movement under the tarp
lessens the chance of disease in our hot, humid climate," he says. "Without the air

-------------------------------------------, bubble underneath the tarp, it would normally take 12-

14 people to dump the tarp." ST

t is not easy to grow bluegrass in
the transition zone but Tom
Nielsen, turf manager at
Louisville's Slugger Field, seems to
have it down. The Sports Turf

Managers Association awarded its 2004
Professional Baseball Field of the Year
Award to Nielsen, his second award in the
past 3 years.

"I've been told ours is one of the few
100% bluegrass fields this far south,"
Nielsen says. "Since disease pressure is my
most difficult challenge, so water manage-
ment is the most important aspect of my
managing the field."

Slugger Field's irrigation system consists of 34 Hunter 1-20s, 46 1-40s, and nine
1-44 heads totaling 89 heads in 13 zones, including the infield clay area. It can be
controlled by a control panel or by remote control. Nielsen manually adjusts irriga-
tion run times based on the daily use of a hand-held soil moisture sensor. In
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The STMA Field of the Year Awards Program has been
made possible through the generous support of its spon-
sors. They include Bayer; Carolina Green; Covermaster;
Hunter Industries; Jacobsen, A Textron Co.; Nu-Gro;
Turface Athletics/Profile Products; Turf Seed; West Coast
Turf; and World Class Athletic Surfaces.

• Excellent Salt Tolerance • Darker Green Color Than Bennudagrass
• Tolerates Gray Water, Effluent Many Medium-to-Poor-Quality Water Sources
• ': Fertilization Requirements • Handles Wide Range of Soil pH Levels: 4.0-9.8

• High Tolerance to Salt Spray, Water Logging and Periodic Inundations
• Minimal Pesticide Requirements • Good Rooting in Sandy, Clay or Muck-Type Soils

• Can Be Overseeded with Bentgrass-Ryegrass- Alkaligrass Blends
• Root Growth & Functionality Still Maintained in 40-55°F Soil Temperature Range

• Excellent Low Light Intensity Tolerance
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