Gearing up for
the 2006 Conference
& Exhibition

The January 18-22, 2006, Annual Conference and Exhibition at the Coronado Springs
Resort and Conference Center in Orlando is just around the corner. All indications are that it will surpass
the size and scope of last year's event in Phoenix. Conference Chairman Mike Andresen, CSFM, reports
that all subcommittees are working to finalize their programs in preparation for the conference.

The Conference Subcommittees consist of the following:

* Conference Education, chaired by Dr. Dave Minner, develops education topics and recommends
speakers.

* Conference Exhibition, co-chaired by Vickie Wallace and Tra DuBois, addresses all aspects of the
trade show.

* Seminar-on-Wheels Tours, chaired by Darian Daily, conducts the off-site educational tour of sports
venues.

* Conference MLB/NFL Program, co-chaired by Bob Christofferson and Darian Daily, creates the
hands-on workshop presented by the MLB/NFL

* Conference Student Challenge, chaired by Steve Cockerham, organizes the student challenge test
and study guide.

Our overall theme for the 2006 Conference is professionalism. The annual conference can be a cata-
lyst for any STMA member to increase one's professionalism, STMA recognizes the importance of fos-
tering and improving professionalism within the sports turf industry. Past President Bob Campbell,
CSFM, is a proponent and has written about its importance in his May 2004 President’'s Message,
"Professionalism ... it's about you."

Campbell says, “It should go without saying that sports turf managers cannot rely entirely on their
professional organization to make this happen. We all must be involved individually to make our profes-
sion respected for what it is . . . and what we want it to be. We are on the front lines of the way people
see us and have it within our power to build a positive image for what we do. Our individual actions

must speak louder than any words from our association.”

The annual conference enables you to keep on top of the latest issues and
trends in the profession. It encourages networking with fellow professional
sports field managers and provides access to resources to improve your per-
formance and advance in your organization.

Also, check out the article that ran in the June Electronic Newsletter,

“How to convince your employer to send you to the STMA Conference,” at
www.sportsturfmanager.org. At the end of the article is a 1-page document
you can present to your employer that outlines the cost and benefits of your
attendance.
Continuing education and industry connections can be crucial to your
success and the success of your sports facility. So begin planning
your trip now to the 2006 STMA Conference.
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INNOVATIVE TURF EQUIPMENT

The AERA-vator® will aerate high traffic areas,
loosen soil before laying sod and relieve com-
paction from sporting events. The SEEDA-vator®
can primary seed or over-seed without any other
type of preparation, The MULTI TINE AERA-
vator® makes overseeding sports fields easy
with no disruption of play. The VERTI-cutter oper-
ates at a consistent depth up to 1 1/2"
deep — even while making gentle
turns. The FLAIL-mower is a
great choice for eco-
nomical mowing on all
types of sports turf.
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Patented swing hitch allows units
to turn without tearing the turf.
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Muti Tine Model FT-50

FLAILmower
Model FL-72

VERTI-cutter
Wodel VC-60

www. 1stproducts.com

FIRST PRODUCTS, INC.
164 Oakridge Road
Tifton, GA 31794
Toll Free: 1{800)363-8780
Call for a free product video or DVD

Circle 133 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/5063-133
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