
USA SOFTBALL FACILITY
IN GOOD HANDS
SPORTSTURJf recently talked with

Johnny I\-JcChmg, long-time lurf
mwwger (or the USA Softba.ll {rICil-

ities in Oklahoma City, OK:

5T: Describe your duties and the
facilities at USA Softball.

rVkClung: 1 am responsible for the
maintenance and overall operation of the
physical plant. This consists of the Amateur
Softball Association National Office and.
grounds and the Don E. Porter ASA Hall of
Fame Stadium four-fidel complex. We main-
tain the four fields during the season and
during the off-season for upgrades on a COIl-
sistent basis, plus we have a Sl;lff that must have ongoing twilling including safe-
ty progr<'JrrlS,

5T: Tell us how you prepare your
infields for Olympic-level softball
games.

f\.kClung: I guess yOll could say we're ill the
spotlight. With the NCAA College world Series
televised all ESPN, we have to be ready for this
and other prestigious events. The playing surface
has to be: near perfect. \Ve have to be prepared
for any problems and of course the weather can
threaten a! ;lIly time ill Oklahoma. The demands
are high and we strive to meet every challenge as
best we can.

ST: What's the most frustrating part of
your job?

i\1cClung: Tournament directors, coaches,
umpires, and others can be very demanding at times and, on occasion, a little
unreasonable. Witl- so muny different personalities, yOll really have to love your
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around the grounchi>

job and be as flexible as possible. The om: thing you can't control is the
weather and of course it gets vcry tense during rain delays. Being prepared for
the worst is the best you can do. With as lllany games as we play per day, soft-
ball damage does occur and the quality of the fields is very difficult to main-
bin. A~ always, safety is a top priority with our staff.

ST: What would you recommend, generally, to someone facing
the task of building or rebuilding a softball field?

lv1cChmg: Usage, budget restraints, "lid the level of play arc timer: impor-
tant factors that always should be considered. Gr,ISs is growlI by tile inch and
killed by the foot with a cleated shoe Oil it. Lawsuits can rob a sports progr,11l1
and unnecessary injuries can cost someone their career. A well-maintained
park is a safer park. Regular inspections can identify hazards so they can be
elnuinuted.

ST:What have been the high point and low point of your
career in field management?

iv1cClung: The high [Joint is to realize the fruits of vcur labor. This is eVI-

dent when fi'.SPN televises the Women's College \Vorld Series and our work is
shown nationwide, Of course this results ill many positive comments, nut unly
frum people attending the event but also FrOlll people throughout the United
States, \Ve maintain our fields for youth tournaments almost the same way we
prepare them for prestigious events. Tu uur staff, there is no difference, We
strive for excellence. A benefit is to sec the little kids' eycs when they see the
stadium for the first time-all the work is worth it.

The low point is when teams that travel long distances and aren't able 10
play because of rain. There is nothing you can do, It's disappointing because
our staff goes all alit to ensure that evewcoe can play ball at our facility. It's
the best III the United States and we all are very prund of it. ST
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SAFETY RAIL
BP International's Premium

Safety Rail carries a Zb-vr. pro-
rated warranty and comes in
8 colors, installs easily. Sold in
increments of 40 ft., the prod-
uct fits over BPI's windscreen. PrivaScreen and DuraScreen are
available in many different colors, custom fit to your fence, with
visual blockages from 80-95 percent Customization is available.
BP InternationllV800-767·2255
For mtormetrcn. ctrcte 106 or
see httpdlwww.oners.ims.ca/2911-106

STICK EDGER
Putting the finishing touches on

landscaped areas is easy with the
John Deere XT140SELE stick edger,
powered by a 'lE-hp. low emission,
M-Series Engine Quieted by a low-
tone, glass-wool-lined aluminum
muffler, this professional grade stick
edger has an angled 59-in. shaft and

large guide wheel; the 8-in. blade and adjustable depth control
allows deep cutting up to 2.25 m.. with cast-aluminum edger
blade housing for added durability.
John Deere/Boo-S31-B233
For tnformation, circle 090 or
see httpdlwww.oners.ims.ca/2911-090
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