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While working on a previously (unsuccessful) column idea, | received a response INTEGRATED CONTENT TEAM
from Brian Donaway, Landscaping/Groundskeeping Supervisor for Florida State, to an email 1'd VICE PRESIDENT/ GROUP PUBLISHER STEVE BRACKETT
sent him about new fields making their major college debuts in 2004, Brian wrote: :::g; ;fofmm‘

“Those who watched the FSU/Miami game of 2003 know that it was time for Doak Campbell

g : 4 : : EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD
Stadium s 20-year-old PAT System field to be renovated. At kickoff the bottom fell out, it contin- S R
ued to rain throughout the game, and puddles covered the entire field. CHRIS CALCATERRA, CSFM, PEORIA, AZ
“ . T : : . . JEFF FOWLER, PENN STATE EXTENSION
_ In Malrch, S_outheastem Field Con_structmﬂ began digging up the entire field to a depth of 16 o o Rt iy EtaRia o
inches. During this phase we found objects such as concrete pillars from the old grandstands, PAM SHERRATT, OHIO STATE EXTENSION
asphalt behind the goalpost in the endzones, and wires for the 25-second clock. il
“Of course while digging we found our problem with the previous drainage system. The old PRODUCTION TEAM

ART DIRECTOR MAGGIE CIVIK

drainpipes were completely filled with sand; therefore the pump system was no longer working S e et

due to the cracks and breaks in the drain lines.

“Once the field was completely excavated, we laser graded the sub-grade to 0.8 percent, :;‘"sm:us: mssss R

then used a self-loading laser trencher. The drains were put on 15-foot centers. The next step CFO JOSEPH COHEN
i n ? E . . SR, V,PH.R. & ADMINISTRATION MARGIE DAVIS

was puttmg in the geo—textng_ Due to havahg only one entrance to the field, the field had to be R aTE T e e e e e
built in four quadrants to avoid contamination. T DIRECTOR STEVE SMITH

“ After the quadrant was geo-textiled the drain lines were added and the trenches were filled DR g SRSMPCR A G ST LN
with gravel and the entire quadrant was also covered with a 3-inch gravel layer. DIRECT MAIL LIST SALES

Then we added 9 inches of sand to each quadrant, followed by a 4-inch rootzone. We went RSO BT T

with a 90/10 mix of sand and Canadian Peat. READER SERVICE SERVICES
m . - SSOCIATE DIRESTRR OF CIRCULATION & DIRECTOR DF READER SERVICE
Then the fualg was laser graded 3 more times to a 0.8 percent slope, and we put the grass e R R o s 8 e i
down. We went with Tif Certified 419 supplied by Pike Creek Turf Farms. We also added a new
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irrigation system, consisting of Hunter 140 heads and a Rain Bird clock.” PHONE B4T-T63-9565 FAX BAT-763-9569

Good luck to Brian and the Seminoles this year; the Atlantic Coast Conference sure will be

more interesting with Miami and Virginia Tech on board, but | feel the Big East’s pain. sz
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PUBLISRER"S MOTICE: W assume no responsibility for the validity of claims in connection
with items appearing in Sportsturf. Reader Service Numbers are given to facilitate

NTEP's Kevin Morris says an agreement has been signed to develop a national turfgrass

research program. The £32.4 million National TUffngSS Research Initiative will be run bY the further inquiry. Commercial product names are used tor the conyenlence of the reader,
P 2 i S ; Mention of 3 commercial product does not imply endorsement by Sportsturf or Adams
Agncultural Research SEW|CE {ARS} and will allow for the hlrlng of up to 72 turfgrass scientists Business Media, or prefersnce over similar products nol mentioned,
within ARS and also provide about $10 million in annual funding to universities for cooperative
research with ARS. ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES
Bad news is Morris reports that Congress will now need to provide sbliaer NOHANE
i itiati i P 2 LA, 1L, NS, MN, MO, NE, NO, SO, Wi AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MD,
funding for the Initiative. Given some of the appropriations coming COLLEEN MURPHY MD, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, W
out of that bunch recently, one would think turfgrass would be rela- 2028 N, Stanton Ct., DEANNA MORGAN
: ¥ g 3 Arlington Heights, IL 60004 2095 Exeter Road, #80-334
tively innocuous. After all, every senator and representative has 847-590-1162, B47-590-1163 (fax) m“’“ﬂf:‘n”ﬁ:’m et
2 2 . hy @ earthlink.net -789-1 1-624-033
some alma mater that must have the finest field around, right? Sl dmorgan@maiL.aip.com
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Comments always welcome. Ad al | I S

Call Eric at 717-805-4197,
email eschroder @aip.com, or write
P.0. Box 280, Dauphin, PA 17018.
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