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the ground you can still find it. Yes, they leave cannon ball-sized holes in the
ground coming to a stop. This is not a problem to the person wearing snowshoes
or someone wearing a size 16 shoe. Fortunately most of our throwers are big
enough they probably wear that size of a shoe. It has become a big issue for the
employees that need to mow the facility as well as the mowers mechanically falling
apart while they are bouncing across the field.
To try to minimize this we will be rolling areas with the most damage and
then aerating as needed to manage compaction. Heavy topdressing with sand and
then dragging will also help.
The Bailey-Brayton Baseball field is currently undergoing a $1.3 million renovation. The University and the athletic department have chosen to switch to a synthetic turf because we just cannot consistently maintain a safe, playable field in the
spring. Our springs just do not warm up enough and are too wet for the Pac-l0
season.
This spring our team tarped the infield before our first home game and it
rained about 1/4 inch that night, then it froze. Our staff spent 4 hours out on the
tarp breaking up the puddles that had frozen and then loaded the ice into utility
vehicles. We then hauled it off the field and dumped it in a pile. It looked like a
large ice truck had crashed behind the stadium. We have shoveled snow off the
tarp before as well.
In the summers before we have held tournaments on the field which will start
at 7 in the morning and go until midnight. This will last for a week sometimes.
When it gets hot in the afternoon we will syringe the infield grass with a garden
hose. There is a fine line here so do not soak the grass. This slows the transpiration
rate and we get less injury. It makes all the difference in playability by day 6 and 7.
Playability is relative to just how "extreme" the weather gets. If there's problems
before the weather hits, playability is already in jeopardy.
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Mike Reisenauer is Sports Turf Manager for Washington State Athletics. He

and, best of all, AFFORDABLE
"'e Kombi Une Maltdng Machine
Save ffme and money! The Kombi's self mixing capabiliffesallow you to leave Fleet paint
in the Kombi overnight and self mix the paint the next day direcHyin the machine.
Simply put, it's the best line marker on the market.
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Why it's the best
• Point may be left in the Kombi overnight and
remixed the next day
• Quick, simple "plug & go" overnight rechorge facility
• Longlife battery will lost 1 day's marking
• Easy to use and maintain
• High performance pump
• Self-cleaning

starting at
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can be reached at miker@wsu.edu.

Call us at

1.800.228.1003 ext.34
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Or visit us on the web at
www.broyhill.com
www.flee~inemarkers.com

when only perfection will do

.. _http://www.sportsturfmanager.com
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168 on card

or www.oners.ims.ca/2085-168
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