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“Incorporating Profile into our root zone mix has shown me the ben-
efits over and over,” Mrock said. “This same root zone mix has produced
a dense, deep root mass, ideal drainage and overall turf hardiness. It has
helped prevent unstable playing conditions, wear spots and divoting.”

Soldier Field groundskeeper John Nolan will topdress the field as
needed throughout the year with 85 percent sand and 15 percent Profile
mix. With the sod installed in June this year, John and his staff were able
to thoroughly prepare the field before the Monday Night Football sca-
son-opener |)_\' t(:pt[reh‘sing, alc?riF}'illg and f(‘.r{‘i]izing it several times.

Heating system
Plants depend on sun and heat for survival. Unfortunately, Solider Field

doesn’t receive much exposure from the sun once the NFL season rolls

along into December and January.
To counter (_.:hi(‘.i-lgf)l.‘] cold temperatures, a heating system was

installed underneath the field to provide a warm environment for the soil and turf. As a result, it will make it softer and more forgiving for players, and will extend our

“A heating system is going to help us out a lot,” Mrock said. “It will help us keep a growing season.”
healthy turf longer. We'll see growth of grass into the winter months because the system Soldier Field’s sod was custom grown. Mrock chose a Kentucky Bluegrass blend of
will keep the soil at optimum growing temperatures.” turf that closely resembles the sod at Halas Hall.

By adding the heating system, Soldier Field is taking after several other NF1. stadi- Soldier Field will serve as a multi-use facility. It will be the new home of the

ums in cold-weather climates, including Lambeau Field in Green Bay. Chicago Fire of Major League Soccer, and will be a venue for concerts and high school
The heating system was installed 9 inches deep, underneath the root zone using and youth league events. ST

more than 40 miles of 3/4-inch tubing. Radiant heat will warm a combination of water

and glycol as it is pumped through the tubing, Nathan Odgaard is a writer with Swanson Russell Associates, Lincoln, NE. He
“It does its job,” Mrock said. “It melts some snow and keeps the field from freezing.  can be reached at nathano@sramarketing.com.

Covers for football and soccer
fields are readily available.
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Our TARP MACHINE™ accessory

lets you roll the cover on and off
your field in minutes.
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‘Why More Groundskeepers Recommend
COVERMASTER" Rain Covers... T

AL . : ; and with safety end caps.
* Superior in strength and UV resistance  * Widest materials reduce number of seams
+ Qutstanding heat reflective properties * Largest choice of weights and colors

* Light weight - easy to handle * Backed by truly dependable warranties tvery GOOd
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COVERMASTER - Highly Recommended...’
COVERMASTER o e o T e

material samples and a brochure.
www.covermaster.com
MASTERS IN THE ART OF SPORTS SURFACE COVERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-387-5808 O R
COVERMASTER INC., 100 WESTMORE DR. 11-D, REXDALE, ON, M9V 5C3 TEL 416-745-1811 FAX 4

Circle 165 on card or www.oners.ims,ca/2085-165
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