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all across the country.
I do not have one mentor. There have definitely

been many people that have influenced me and
have helped me along the way. It seems at every step
along the way good people have been there to help
me move to the next step. In the early years it was
the staff at Worthington and then Joe Motz really
took over from there and here I am, My wife, Lisa,
has also always been there to encourage and support
me along the way.

Q: What was your biggest challenge last year?
A: My biggest challenge last year was modifying our
infield dirt. After several trial and errors we got it to
meet the players expectations and they really liked
the way it played. This year we have the challenge
of opening a new ballpark and everyone who has
been through that knows all the challenges that
entails.

Q: How do you get the most out of your crew?
A: I think the best way to get the most out of any
crew is to lead by example, I would never ask a
crewmember to do anything I have not done myself.
I try to do as much as possible to spread the work-
load evenly so no one person is burdened with more
work than anyone else does. A head groundskeeper
is only as good as his crew.

Q: What do you do to relax away from your field?
A: Away from the field I love to spend as much time
with my wife and kids as possible,' I enjoy my time at
our house that is located in a rural county 45 miles
east of Cincinnati. We live in a tight knit communi-
ty and I enjoy helping where I can.

Q: What advice do you have for turf managers?
A: Work hard and never lose sight of the big picture.
There are a lot of times when our hard work goes
unnoticed, but if you have the pride that burns
inside then it is all worth it. ST
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Doug Gallant is head groundskeeper for the
Cincinnati Reds and their new home, Great
American Ball Park. He took a few minutes

during preparation for their opener to talk to
SPORTSTURF:

Q: How did you get started working with turf?
Who was your mentor?
A: I started in sports turf when I was 17 working for
Worthington City (OH) schools. Tim Gerhring,
Dave Wickline, and Kevin Boll really gave me every
opportunity to learn as much as I wanted at a young
age. I was fortunate because the fields we main-
tained were considered high profile and we had the
resources to do the necessary aerification, topdress-
ing, fertility, etc. I worked around classes and in the
summers for 6 years. After graduating from Ohio
State I landed a job with The Motz Group and built
on my knowledge by working on a variety of fields



SUNSCREEN
Rocky Mountain Sunscreen has a

superior Bonding Base formula that
interlocks with your skin, allowing it to
stay on better and last longer. Use daily.
It is non-greasy, fragrance free, hypoal-
lergenic, and it won't clog your pores.
Product is certified by the AMC
Cancer Research Center as a top qual-
ity sun protective product.

RockyMountain Sunscreen/303-940-9803
For information, circle 185 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2079-185

COMPACT BLOWER
RedMax has a new compact, hand-held blower, the

HBZ2600, powered by 25.4 cc Strata-Charged engine, which
means CARB II and EPA Phase 2 clean air standards without a
catalytic converter. Accessories include a jet nozzle or flat duck-
bill nozzle and vacuum kit.

Strata-Charged engines use about 35 percent less fuel than
the company's regular 2-cycle engines ..

Komatsu Zenoah America/800-291-8251, x213
For information, circle 188 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2079-188
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DRY-GAS V-TWINS
To meet increasing demand for

gaseous-fueled power plants,
Honda has developed two dry-gas
Vtwin engines of 620 and 670
cubic centimeter displacement.
When used in conjunction with the
new T202A L-620/670 fuel system mod-
ule developed in partnership with IMPCO
Technologies Inc., the new Honda GX620Kl and GX670 engines can
operate on either propane or natural gas.

Advantages of gaseous dry-fuels like propane or natural gas over gaso-
line include improved fuel economy, reduced emissions (especially
C02), and increased engine durability. Additionally, many residences
and commercial locations already have propane or natural gas infrastruc-
ture, making these fuels readily available and cost effective.

Honda Engines/BOO-426-7701
For information) circle 177 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2079-177

Use FieldSaver 1M over real grass
or artificial turf

FieldSaver ™ mesh
protects during batting
practice Custom numbered and

colored outfield
distance banner

SajeFoam™
padding in 4
colors protects
players

CoverSports offers a full line of
products to protect and enhance
your baseball fields. And we
manufacture everything, so we can
customize to your specifications.

A Division of Humphrys Manufactu,ing

Your All-American Advantage
5744 Woodland Ave., PhiLa., PA 19143
800.445.6680 Fax: 215.724.8706

www.coversports.biz
email: sales@coversports.biz

© 2003, CoverSports USA

Circle 120 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2079-120
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SMALL ENGINE PLUGS
Autolite offers premium spark plugs for out-

door, small engine power equipment. Plugs
made to withstand extreme operating temper-
atures experienced during engine combus-
tion. The product's fine wire tip requires less
voltage to make for quicker and more con-
sistent starts, says the company.
Autolite/800-862-7737
For information, circle 187 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2079-187
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SAFEFoundation
endorses infill

research project

FOUNTAINS &
AERATORS

The Masters
Series, part of
AquaMaster's float-
ing fountain aerator
product group, are available in a variety of new spray
patterns, as well as enhancing four existing beautiful
displays. Now, the capability to create dazzling and
l~:ugerwaterscapes, for same or LESS Horsepower, is
available. Total component 3-year warranty.

AquaMaster /800-693-3144
For information, circle 183 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2079-183During the 2002 STMA meeting in Las Vegas, the SAFE Foundation

listed research projects on infilled synthetic turf systems as one of its
research goals. We currently are conducting research at Penn State to

meet those goals by evaluating the playing surface characteristics of various
infilled systems over time and over several simulated wear intensities.

There is limited research on infilled systems available. Much of the
data that is available has been generated by accelerated testing meth-
ods where the surface is exposed to several hours of very intensive wear
that is supposed to simulate 5+ years of use. Our study is different. The
plots will stay in place and be exposed to the elements and to typical
levels of simulated use. We plan to conduct this study for up to 8 years.

Surface evaluation will occur at numerous designated dates
throughout each playing season and will include evaluation during
moisture and temperature extremes. Evaluation will include, but not
be limited to, the following:

Don't Plav With
lightning!• Surface hardness using both the ASTM F 355 method and the

~ Clegg impact tester (2.25 kg missile).
• Traction using PENNFOOT at varying loading weights (90 to

300 lbs.) and using different shoe types.
• Relative abrasiveness of the surface using ASTM F 1015 method.
• Turf system ball bounce and ball rebound as well as rolling resis-

tance (speed) using ASTM 1551 suffix 31.

Lightning strikes without warning
from as far as nine miles away!
The handheld Thunderbolt'
Storm Detector senses lightning
activity within 75 miles and
displays storm intensity, distance,
and ETA. Thunderbolt' gives
audible and visual warnings when
lightning is close so spectators,
players, and coaches can seek
shelter. Thunderbolt' also lets
you know when it's safe to return.

The objective of the study is not to somehow announce a "winner."
It is possible that the study will identify the conditions that affect the
various systems (e.g., product X might have higher traction on a cold
day, under no wear, using a Nike Destroyer and a 280 lb loading
weight, when first installed; while Product Z ends up having a higher
traction on a warm day under high wear, using an Adidas turf shoe and
a 170 lb loading weight after 2 years of medium wear).

This project will likely generate an enormous amount of data on
the performance of the various infilled systems and will be available
via the internet to provide consumers non-biased data on which to
base their decisions. Since the study is just getting underway, initial
results will be available to the public this fall.

Andrew S. McNitt, Ph. D.
Assistant Professor of Soil Science - Turfgrass
The Pennsylvania State University

800-141-5985
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