Around the Grounds

7 ways to maintain a
safe playing surface

BY KEVIN VOS,

e Muscatine Soccer Complex
is an 8-field, 41-acre area that

is totally surrounded by 7-foot
chain link fence. All activity is
scheduled on a reserved basis only.

We do not allow drop in usage. The
complex has wide concrete paved

walkways for the spectators and e [ dteara 4 e

teams to get to their respective
fields. These walkways also serve as
paths for the maintenance vehicles
to each field. For various games
and/or tournaments, we will control
how close the spectators get to the
field by roping off the field. We
have permanent and movable
bleachers for some fields.
Currently, we do not allow any
other type of activity but soccer in
our complex.

Despite these precautions, one
of our biggest challenges has been
overuse of the fields. We try to
maintain a high-level, safe playing
surface. For the soccer fields, the
high-use areas are the goal areas,
middle of the playing field, ref lines
along the touchlines for three-refer-
ee system, and team areas. Each
year these areas are consistently getting worn from overuse. There seems to be
a public perception that if there are not total worn out areas on the fields, you
must not be having enough activity. My #1 goal is to provide the safest playing
surface possible with the budget I have. I try to maintain it all season long, not
just for certain events. Our complex is open from approximately April 1 to
November 1. We average 900-1,000 games/scrimmages and 20-22 various size
tournaments per season for eight fields. So every year there is a little more
activity to keep the pressure on to see how far the fields can be pushed.

'lo maintain this safe playing surface, we do several things.

1. We constantly educate the teams, coaches about moving warm up activi-
ty around the field and not to use one place all the time. We tell them why
this is necessary.
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2. I also continue to educate and communicate with my superiors, various
city personal, council members, mayor, etc., on various needed turf manage-
ment practices and complex rules and the need for the fields to rest and recu-
perate at certain times of the season.

3. We have a complex-wide rule: “No warming up in the goal box area.”
This is before games and for all groups. For those goalies who need warm ups,
we place practice goals at various places by each field. These goals are moved
each day/event.

4. Turf management practices include doing extra aerification, overseeding
and topdressing in those high-use areas. Aerification will be with solid or cor-
ing tines depending on when the next scheduled activity is, and if we are over-
seeding too. Sometimes during our busiest part of the season, we are aerifying
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some field/high-use area every week. Aerification is important to us! We are
constantly seeding in some form throughout the season. We do this by slit
seeding, broadcasting it in the spots, or putting down divot mix. Depending on

the temperatures, time of
the season, and degree of
the worn area, we will pre-
germinate the seed. We seed
before the area is totally
worn out. We never want to
get behind on this and have
dirt areas. Tournaments and,
of course, wet playing condi-
tions are the worst for quick
damage. For some tourna-
ments, there are anywhere
from 8 to 12 games played
on a field in 48 hours. This
puts intense use on the turf
in a short amount of time.

5. Depending on the
number of games, age
group, time of the year,
games played in wet condi-
tions or not, we will move
the sidelines in or out 3 feet
at a time and/or move the
entire field, shifting it north-

south or east-west. We are fortunate to have enough overall area (minimum of
2.5 acres “field” area) to have a playing field laid out in. This oversized area
allows us to shift fields before the turf is totally worn out. After moving the

field we will aerify, seed
and topdress the high-use
areas.

6. I think one of the
most important things to do
is not allow practices on
your game fields. We do
allow various controlled
scrimmages, 1-2 per week,
by the high school teams
and club teams.

7. Rest the fields. At
some time in the year, usu-
ally in July, use is less
demanding. We usually
only have 1 or 2 fields
being played on per week.
We rotate and rest the fields
for this month. ST

Kevin Vos, CSFM, is
supervisor of athletic facili-
ties, City of Muscatine,
lowa, Parks and Rec.

Volume One,
" Covering All The Bases "
(100 pgs) covers Mound and Home
Plate Repair; Edging, Dragging, Lip

Pictorial Guides to,
Quality Groundskeeping
Volume I and II

ﬁ_y Grounds Maintenance Services

The only textbooks on the market for
the grounds supervisor, athletic coach,
little league volunteer, or baseball
purist. Over 500 photos in each vol-
ume with many in color.

Reduction; Water Removal;
Homemade Equipment and Tricks of
the Trade.

Volume I Ttem #4008 $37.00
Volume II Item #4009 $37.00
Both Volumes Item #4022 $70.00

TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL (800)203-2552 OR ONLINE @ WWW.INDUSTRYBOOKS.COM

Volume Two,
" There Ain't No Rules "

(108 pgs.) covers Football, Soccer,
Softball, Little League, Minor League,
College and High School Facilities.
Also covers Curbside Appeal; Tricks of
the Trade, New Ideas for Easy
Maintenance; Professional Research
from Higher Learning Centers and
much more.
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80&747—5935 Partac Peat/Beam Clay

NEW TRIMMER HEAD

RedMax has introduced a new heavy-duty tap and go head for
its string trimmers. The PT104 Plus is standard on RedMax’s
most popular trimmers, including the BCZ24008
BCZ2500S8/26008, BC3401DL, EXZ2500 and HC-;\_ It is avail-

able as an accessory for all other RedMax trimmers.

A metal insert in the heavy-duty nylon tap
knob extends the head’s life by ruluung
wear and abrasion to the mlnn The

tap knob also has a “stay-on’

spring, so you'll never have to crawl

around in the grass looking for a

spring that popped out.

Komatsu Zenoah America
888-804-7089
For information, circle 164 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-164

Herndon Stadium - Atlanta Beat
Women's Professional Soccer Stadium
Atlanta, Georgia

Call for information Generql Confrachng
and samples of our

fulline of sports field -« - §ports Field Construction

products, including ;
Rapid Dry " drying and Renovation
agent, Soilmaster

soil conditionerand « Construction Management

other field supplies. : A
np— for Design/Build

1487 Blackdirt Road * Whitesburg, Georgia 30185
www.sportsturf.net

Lef us build your Field of Dreams...

Circle 079 on card or www.oners.ims.ca,/2080-079
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STADIUM PADDING
Player pmt{,chon is of prime importance in the

M 1ng of all COVERMASTER custom stadium
padding. Products include outfield wall padding
and endzone padding, as well as padding for any
type of rails and posts around dugouts, bullpens,
walkways, steps etc. Sponsor messages, markers or
team logos are available.

Covermaster,/800-387-5808

For information, circle 167 or

see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-167

CUSTOM PADDING
Beacon designs complete custom-made

padding systems for all sorts of ficld and facil-
ity ap ons. Padding is manufactured to
vour dimensions using a high-density, open-
cell foam core with a hu\x ~ut 0z, vinyl
laminated cover | :
can be either UV treated for outdoer use or
with fire retardant for indoor use.

Beacon Ballfields/B00-747-5985.

For information, circle 158 or

see Www.oners.ims.ca/2080-158

www.ballfield
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STORE AND DISPENSE CHEMICALS

The UN-certified Unitote intermediate bulk container features an all-plastic design that allows frequent dis-
pensing in limited volumes. The unit includes a 2-in., all polypropylene discharge assembly with anti-trap shut-

off that operates intuitively without requiring significant hazmat training or instruction, says the manufacturer.
Meese Orbitron Dunne Co./800-829-4535

For information, circle 166 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-166

BLUEGRASS BETTER THAN MIDNIGHT?

Low growing, less fertilizer,
drought and disease resistant

¥

SA FE Comerica Park * Detroit, Ml
EXTERMI NATIO N- Contains a blend of Turf-Seed™ Kentucky Bluegrasses
The Safekrush unit
humanely exterminates pock-

et gophers, moles, muskrats, Tu rf_seed,s Premium

ground squirrels, prairie dogs, Camden Yards » Baltimore, MD
}):i{lgcrs and woodchucks b}, | KentUCI(Y Bluegrass ek blend of Turf-Seed™ Kentucky Bluegrasses
concussion. When this con-

cussion occurs underground
it instantly exterminates all
rodents in the tunnel or den,
breaking the reproduction

Midnight has been our top selling variety for over 20 years with many companies attempting to duplicate it.
At Turf-Seed, we concentrate on the development of different varieties that complement Midnight such as
North Star, Moonlight and Brilliant.

cycle the way traps or poisons Strengthen your turf blends with varieties

cannot. \\Y{Jl—ks H'erU.g]'l igl‘lilt' Mildew Resistant Salt Resistant _ Rust Resistant Dark Color that offer mildew resistance, salt toler‘ance,

ed gases that produce massive Yes Yes Yes Yes rust resistance and are adapted to low

enclosed concussion, and = ~ et - mowing heights.

often collapses tunnels or 2 PR

dens as well. Yes No Yes Yes North Star, Moonlight and Brilliant should
Safekrush/707-824-0903 No No s+ be your first choice when looking for a

For information, circle 165 or

suitable companion with Midnight.
see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-165

Your Success Depends on Seed / Satisfaction Guaranteed.

800-247-6910 *+ www.turf-seed.com ¢ email: inffo@turf-seed.com * fax: 503-651-2351

Circle 080 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2080-080
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Safety and

Performance
© fromthe .
X ground up..

s;iff:ty for players is your number one

- w” concern. Instead of ending up with turf that
ALWAYS READ AND
FOLLOW LABEL
DIRECTIONS

looks like it's been ground up and spit out, build
lush springy turf from the ground up with LAUNCH®

Biostimulant,

LAUNCH® combines the best of Gordon's FOCUS® and
BOV-A-MURA® into one powerful formulation that encourages
strong healthy roots, increased density and wear resistance.
When used regularly, it also encourages quick germination,
vigorous establishment and the rapid recovery of damaged
sports turf, from soccer and football fields to golf greens and

fairways.

* Latest surfactant technology for maximum soil penetration
¢ Ideal for seeding, sodding, sprigging and hydroseeding
* Contains humic, fulvic acid extract and kelp extract
* Enhanced with deodorized dairy manure slurry base

* Root and foliar uptake

| pbi /sordo

= | conporsbion
An Emp!m*ee Owned Company

Launch, Focus and Bov-A-Mura are registered trademarks of PBl/Gordon Corporation.

Information regarding biostimulants can be viewed on our web site.

21-7925 o www.pbig;rdon.tom

Circle 081 on card or www.oners.ims.ca,/2080-081
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OUTDOOR AREA

LIGHTING
VG VillageMaster series of

period styled, efficient out-
door area luminaries is avail-
able. Provides evenly distrib-
uted, glare-free, efficient illu-
mination of contemporary
outdoor fixture but with a
classically detailed shape of a
historical design.

Metrolux Lighting/800-536-3194

For information, circle 172 or

see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-172

RECYCLE WASH WATER

Landa has introduced a fully automated system capable of
recycling wash water at a rate of up to 40 gpm. Using a
Programmable Logic Controller (PLC), the CLP-9044 auto-
matically backwashes filters, polishes standing water during the
night, and eliminates sludge buildup on a regular cycle, thus
Ehmmatmcr the opemtlona] and maintenance headaches so
often associated with wash-water treatment systems.

Landa Water Cleaning Systems/800-547-8672

For information, circle 169 or

see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-169

HAND-HELD & MULTIPLE USES
The Echo ES-230 Shred ‘N’ Vac offers

mulching, vac lmmmg, and blowing in one hand-
held unit. Perfect for heavy-duty commerual jobs,
the 55-230 features the 22.8 cc Power Boost
Tornado engine that delivers up to 20 percent more
torque than the standard Shred ‘N’ Vac engines.
Power Boost Tornado’s Variable Slope '
Timing (VST) matches the ignition tim-
ing to the rpm of the engine.

Echo Inc/847-540-8400

For information, circle 160 or

see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-160
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Is it
snowing vet?

ave you ever noticed that any large undertaking starts with a
H small group of concerned individuals that bcmd together?

An excellent “real life” example of this is the Minnesota
Sports Turf Managers Association Chapter. This year chapter
members, led by Mike McDonald, CSFM, will gather to improve
the condition of one of America’s ballfields. Snowflakes fall.

Last month we detailed Dr. Andrew McNitt's research at Penn
State on infilled synthetic turf systems. That project, endorsed by
the SAFE Foundation, will provide much needed guidance on
the performance of infilled systems in varying conditions. More
snowflakes fall.

The SAFE Foundation has established a review committee to
assess what projects to endorse. In fact, we have recentlly endorsed
a second project, “Athletic Field Establishment,” led by Pam
Sherratt at Ohio State. While we would prefer to invest financially
in sportsturf research, we can offer our stamp of approval. More
snowflakes.

As snowflakes continue to fall, we will be able to form a snow-
ball. Once that snowball begins to roll downhill, watch out!

It may be a year or two before SAFE is an established leader in
sportsturf research and education. When we “arrive” on the
“research and education scene,” we will be able to determine
what problems need solutions. SAFE was founded to be a clear-
inghouse for finding solutions to these problems.

The SAFE Foundation encourages any effort, small or large,
that improves ballfield conditions. Service projects like those of
the Minnesota STMA Chapter are wonderful. At the same time, it
would be nice to have large efforts like research projects that
impact thousands of fields. These larger projects require the coor-
dinated efforts and finances of many individuals. The SAFE
Foundation will continue fund-raising efforts that will enable large
projects geared toward sportsturf specific research and education.
We believe that research and education initiatives will have the
greatest impact on America’s ballfields.

As a collective group of concerned professionals, our impact is
directly related to the impact each of us makes as individuals.
Snowflakes in June lead to snowballs in August. As nonsensical as
snow in summer may sound, the SAFE Foundation is forecasting
a few more snowflakes.

Contact Mike McDonald, CSFM (medon015@umn.edu) of
the Minnesota STMA Chapter for more information on their ser-
vice projects. They are accepting support through donated materi-
als & equipment.

Contact Rich King (Rich@st.omhcoxmail.com) for informa-
tion on making contributions to or receiving research endorse-
ments from the SAFE Foundation.

Contact Rich King or Steve Trusty at

800-323-3875 for more information on how
you can make sports fields SAFE!
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TRIMMER
The SRM-260 trimmer features
Echo’s new Power Boost Tornado tech-
nology, providing the power, speed,
torque and fuel-efficiency essential for com-
mercial applications. Operators can rely on
y the durable hard-chromed cylinder, fully caged
’ needle bearings and forged connecting rod of the
25 .4cc Tornado engine for power and durability,
with low fuel consumption.
Echo/847-540-8400
For information, circle 161 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-161

RENT A SKID STEER

;lt’[;u‘:lm:ctm
HSS RentX/877-711-7368
For information, circle 163 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-163

PORTABLE

IRRIGATION
Water-Reel by

Kifco will operate
unattended, shut off
automatically, and require less labor. They can be put on
site and be watering in a few minutes because the
machines are compact and easy to maneuver. Tow with
mower or utility vehicle or move short distances by hand.
Designed to work with fresh water sources, the machine
does have a filter to ensure clean water enters the system.

Kifco/309-543-4425

For information, circle 168 or

see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-168
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TWO-WAY RADIO

Combine the navigational capabilities of a fullfeatured, WAAS-enabled, 12-channel parallel GPS receiver with the
reliable communication power of a 22-channel FRS/GMRS radio and you get the Garmin Rino. This combination
allows for peer-to-peer position reporting using the RS spectrum to transmit your exact location.

Forestry Suppliers/800-360-7788
For information, circle 110 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-110

ge grad Call now becau clamseydosperate and ' m not ;
eds to see geany youngerl You'll be happy¥
we try. Call 904.555.1688 longs g
) ; 4 \
Available Now For Long-term Relationship f,
ami Great looking Australian native seeks professional who [ | ne

appreciates low maintenance relationships. Sports
njoy%alks enthusiast: especially golf, baseball, soccer and .
football. Also great around the house. Sun lover, gn tha
but some shade OK. Tough and resilient.
Serious inquiries only!
FIGHT BUGS Call 843.849.1288
IN TREES

2 EIl\-’ir.mnclrics Syf;teln.‘s' T
ugBarrier tree band fights _

fall cankerworm and gypsy in the park Give me JCEH £

moth. The new product phys- camping Please give me a caII and we Il see If were com
ol i Sonceler b S . S
ing need for chemical pesti-
cides. It can be installed in 2
few minutes. A dense, flexible
fiber barrier is wrapped at the
trunk to fill bark crevices and
cut off escape routes, while
letting the bark “breathe.”

Young, Smart and Gorgeousg
nesfid crowd? Collef
"lime together. That
atlbfe.

ot e Desperately searching for the
installed over the fiber. No
stains are left on trees. pe rfect Berm Udag ra SS?
Envirometrics Systems
888-276-4104

For information, circle 170 or
see www.oners.ims.ca/2080-170

Check us out!

www.celebrationbermuda.com

Circle 094 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2080-094
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