Workshop draws 70 to

upscale
local fields

but close. What Lewis actually said was: “Our new fields have already start-

14 Bm]d it and they will come.” Not groundskeeper Tim Lewis’s exact words,

ed to pay for themselves in rentals.”

Lewis’s fields at Bohlken Park in Fairview Park, OH,
were the site of an October 2002 workshop sponsored
by Baker Vehicle Systems, Macedonia, OH. More than
70 Cleveland-area sports-turf managers attended.

“This year, we ran baseball games from mid-March
to mid-October,” Lewis said. “We had 91 games on
Field No. 1.V

The park (four baseball fields, one girls’ softball
field and one soccer field) was shut down in June 2000,
and re-opened in June 2001, after crews had laid 600
vards of new sod. When the park re-opened, it featured
a baseball field with one of the few grass infields in the
area.

“The four baseball fields have 31 irrigation zones
with 150 heads,” Lewis told the gathering. “The infields
are a mix of sand, silt and clay, topdressed with
Diamond Pro and Turface, which do a tremendous job
when mixed together. There's also a strip of sod around
the outside edge of the three dirt infields to keep the
infield mix from going onto the concrete and going
down the drains when it rains.”

Lewis spent 19 vears as a groundskeeper at old
Cleveland Municipal Stadium, which was home to the
MLB Indians and NFL Browns. “When the kids play
here, I want them to feel like they're at Jacobs Field,”
he said, referring to the Indians’ current home field.

Rob Palmer of Weed Pro, Sheffield Village, OH, said
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Diamond Pro and Turface do a “tremendous

job when mixed together,” says
groundskeeper Tim Lewis.

that the fertilization schedule is based on a late-fall application. “We apply three
pounds of nitrogen from September to late November,” he said. “And we check the soil

pH twice a vear, because if the pH is off, you don't get
the result you want from the fertilizer. As a general rule
of thumb, the program we use at Bohlken Park would
work on a number of clay-based fields.”

Greg Elliot, head groundskeeper for the new Lake
County Captains Class A minor-league baseball team,
suggested urea. “It’s the cheapest fall fertilization prod-
uct, and it's quickest [to green up] when it heats up in
the spring,” he said. “If you don’t have irrigation, one
pound of organic nitrogen in the summer might be the
way to go. But you should rotate the products you use
frequently.”

Paul Gillen of Aerway, Ontario, Canada, demon-
strated his aeration equipment. He was pleased with the
turnout. “Athletic-field managers should do more of
this thing,” he said, “where they can meet and learn
from each other at the local level. There are plenty of
distributors who are glad to sponsor this kind of event.”

Fairview Park Rec Department director Tim
Pinchek and Rick Baker and Ron Wolf of Baker
Vehicle Systems organized the event. Test equipment
and product information were provided by Aerway,
National Mower, Jacobsen, Steiner, Fxcel Hustler,
Turfco, Smithco, Cushman, Broyhill, Soil Reliever,
Ryan, Kioto, Diamond Pro, ProSource One, Harmony
Products, and Ryan/Textron. ST

Jerry Roche is editor of Landscape & Irrigation.
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BOXES ARE
WATERPROOF
Vista Professional Outdoor
Lighting’s 120v HID (high-density
discharge) ballast boxes now fea-
ture waterproof compartments
for all above ground fixture
installations. Made of glass-rein-
forced polymer, the boxes are
designed to withstand extremes
in sea air, moisture, and high
temps.
Injection-molded covers have a

textured finish and a 1/2-in. NPSM hub

for direct fixture mounts, or blank for
remote mounts.
Vista Lighting/800-766-8478
For information, circle 176 or
see www.0OneRS.net/301sp-176

HEAT

ENCLOSURES
THAT DON'T

Hot Box has a large
selection of unheated enclo-
sures for irrigation valves and
pumps, from uninsulated Valve
Guard line to the insulated “less
the heat” Lok Box line. The Fiberglass
Rok, Forest Stump, Pump Guard and new Poly Rok
are available in either line.

Hot Box/800-736-0238
For information, circle 177 or
see www.OneRS.net/301sp-177
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 « Infield Material
~+ Topdressing Sand
* Rootzone Material
« Warning Track Material

Contact:
Marty Wilson

800-273
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Olympic Softball Complex
Columbus, Georgia

Certified

8608

Bermudagrass

1487 Blackdirt Road, Whitesburg, Georgia 30185
www.sportsturf.net
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Bagged or Bulk

* Rapid Dry

* Mound Clay

* Soil Conditioner
nfield Conditioner

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com * STMA

Circle 124 on card or www.OneRS.net,/301sp-124
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Around the Grounds

FULL OUTDOOR SOUND

The EurEave-d speaker is weatherproof and
designed for eaves. The surface-mount speakers, avail-
able in three sizes, contain two low-frequency drivers
set at a 10-degree splay and a titanium dome tweeter
center-mounted and come in paintable off-white fin-
ish. Black available by special order.

Rockustics/800-875-1765
For information, circle 178 or
see www.OneRS.net/301sp-178

Because their defini-
tion of “playable” will
never be the same as
yours.

Most sport facilities are often

faced with very short periods of
time between sport seasons to
get their fields “playable”.

Typar® Turf Blankets will enhance
germination and root growth,
allowing for earlier usage and
greater survival through seasons.

Call 800-455-3392

m

TURF BLANKETS

Circle 125 on card or www.0OneRS.net,/301sp-125
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SCARE THOSE GEESE

GatorGuard is a life-sized floating replica of an
alligator head designed to scare geese, ducks, fish-
eating birds and small animals from water areas.
The GatorGuard moves and bounces around, and
its mirror-backed flashing eyes reflect the sun from
constantly changing angles so birds think this
— predator is watching their every move.

- SAFER The product works in areas whlere _ga[ors aren’t
natural because it is based on instinctive fear

- CA RG 0B EDS rather than experienced fear.

I'he Pendaliner SR skid Bird-X/800-662-5021

resistor light-truck bedliner min-

For information, circle 180

imizes extreme cargo movement
through a patented super skid-resis-
tant non-abrasive material. It has a high

gloss finish and doesn’t fade in sunlight. Bedliners
available for a full range of domestic and imported
vehicles in over- and under-rail models. No-drill
installation.

Penda Corp/608-742-5301

For information, circle 179 or

see www.OneRS.net/301sp-179

good things
come In
small packages

When it comes to precision grading, bigger isn’t
always better. At LaserLeveling we understand
this important fact. The Super CourtMaster has
been engineered to work on nearly any traction
unit available on the market today. This compact
system allows to automatically grade your material
within a remarkable % of an inch.

The Super CourtMaster also gives you the benefits
and features you have come to expect from Laser-
Leveling.

So what are you waiting for, try this on for size...

LaserLeveling 800.622.5777 www.laserleveling.com

Circle 126 on card or www.OneR5.net/301sp-126
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Around the Grounds

REPLACEMENT SEATS

Replacement seats for commercial mowing
equipment and compact utility tractors are avail-
able from Prime Line. Molded high back suspen-
sion seat with hydraulic shock
and automotive-type Spring

seating system. Adjustable
lumbar support, adjustable
back angle and 6-in. travel
fore & aft adjustment.
Prime Line/217-324-9400
For information, circle 183

SMOOTH INFIELDS

Beacon Ballfields now offers cocoa mat drags
in two sizes. The 6-ft. wide by 4-ft. deep mat is

available with or without the Beacon leveling bar.
The company also offers a 6-ft. by 2 1/2-ft. deep
hand cocoa mat drag, The 1-in. thick natural
fiber cocoa mats have a vinyl backing. The lead
edge is steel reinforced. Cocoa mats give vour
field that major league finish and are affordably
priced for the budget conscious groundskeeper.
Call Beacon for pricing and a catalog,

Beacon Ballfields/800-747-5985

For information, circle 185 or

see www.OneRS.net/301sp-185

Aqua-Maxx™ penetrant surfactant with advanced kelp
extract formula Pellets and Liquid and now Aqua-Maxx™
PLUS Vitamin B1 provides sports turf managers with proven
benefits - stronger, healthier turf, greater heat and drought

resistance, and faster recovery. GUaranteed.

u I/\DVANCED KELP EXTRACT FORMULA Distributed by: All-PRO International, Inc.,

Aqua-Maxx, Inc. www.aqua-maxx.com 1-888-877-0378. www.all-pro.net

Circle 127 on card or www.OneRS.net/301sp-127
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INDUSTRIAL
WET/DRY VACUUMS

Mi-T-M Corp. has available two industrial
wet/dry vacuums, a 13-gal. and 18-gal., both
CSA listed. Units are designed for stacka- 88
bility, cord management, durability,
maneuverability, and easy operating.
Both have 25t cords, 10-ft. hose with i
swivel, 14-in. wet/dry floor tool, and i “ﬂaﬁhﬁ
wet and dry cartridge filters, on/off :

switches, and power outlet.
Mi-T‘M Corp,/800-553-9053
For information, circle 181 or
see www.OneRS.net/301sp-181

The most important
games in the world
depend on one supplier
for sports field solutions.

We huilt a reputation Our super concentrate bulk and

as the reliable manu- aerosol pamts are brighlef, last
facturer of premium longer and are kinder to turf. For
all your painting and equipment
quality field paints & needs, World Class is the
custom stencils. only name you need to know.

¢ Premium Field Paints
Bulk and Aerosol / Turf Colorants / Graco and Trusco Stripers
¢ Graphic and Logo Stencils
Field Numbers / Hash Markers / Sports Field Layout Systems /
Sports Field Accessories

¢ Field Covers and Windscreens
¢ Cooling Systems

We can take it. | 3555

CLASS
1-800-748-9649 or info@wrldclass.com athleticsurfaces

Circle 128 on card or www.OneRS.net/301sp-128
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Around the Grounds

VIVA LA REVOLUTION

Promats, a leader in stadium field wall padding
with more than 350 major installations world-
wide, introduces a revolutionary new pad using

: il 5 SKYDEX cushioning materials. PROMATS pads
ATV BASKETS with this technology creates a more durable,
almost 60 percent lighter, and superior impact
absorbing product, says the company.

Instead of using foam and wood backing, these pads use the
same cushioning technology as Nike, Burton and Airwalk to cre-
ate their footwear. No foams, gels, pressurized air or encapsulat-
ed air bags are used to create SKYDEX cushioning.

Promats Inc/800-678-6287
For information, circle 089, or

bulkier items such as fuel cans and coolers,
Swisher Inc/800-222-8183 ocdhottiic ol s

For information, circle 184 or
see www.OneRS.net/301sp-184

The heavy duty ATV front, rear and rear
drop baskets provide extra room for hauling.
Baskets are universal fit for most ATV,
mount quickly over OEM racks and have
1/2-in., 16 gauge steel frames and heavy-
duty 14 gauge steel mesh. The deeper rear
drop basket provides extra room for hauling

THATCH MASTER

FINE TURF VERTI-CUTS

"

Now
available
in 727
Width

SPRINKLER HEAD TRIMMERS

Kenyon Tools has sprinkler head trimmers
in seven sizes: 2 3/4, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 10-in.
diameters. Trim grass from around sprinkler

BENEFITS 5 _

Along with other management practiced, regular verti-cutting is a heads or utility covers by pressing the head of
tool that can help to maintain or create a World Class field. the tool into turf and twisting a half turn. Saves

It does this in several ways: time plus eliminates risk of vellow bowls often

: y produced by string trimmers. Sickle blades with
1. Cuts booth stolons & rhizomes creating growth and a thick, lush turf,

2. Removes excess thatch allowing gas exchange and facilitating water scalloped edges produce a clean round divot

infiltration. that can be picked up by a mower, says the
3. Creates seedbed for overseeding. company.
4. Helps transition by thinning out overseeded grass and stimulating growth of Kenyon Tools/800-462-8773, x231

the underlying turf. For information, circle 182 or

- see www.OneRS.net/301sp-182
Turf Specialties, Inc

1-800-201-1031

Circle 129 on card or www.OneRS.net/301sp-129

42 January 2003 SPORTSTURF o http://www.greenmediaonline.com



http://www.DneRS.netj3D1sp-184
http://www.OneRS.net/301sp-089
http://www.OneRS.net/301sp-128
http://www.OneRS.netj301sp-182
http://www.greenmediaonline.com

Around the Grounds

2002 STMA Football Field of the
Year in the High School/Parks division

Chapman Field of the
Cumberland Valley School District

Mechaniesburg, Pennsylvania

James L.. Koontz, Grounds
Supervisor

Scholarships

The SAFE Foundation recognizes
that the future of the industry lies in
the education, dedication and commit-
ment of outstanding students such as
these.

Funding for the SAFE scholar-
ships comes from members of the
Sports Turf Managers Association
through their participation in the
Raffle, Silent and Live Auctions at the Association’s annual Conference held each
January, and through special contributions to SAFE earmarked for the Scholarship
Fund. In addition to the monetary award, all of the SAFE, Fred Grau and Dr. James
R. Watson Scholarship recipients are provided with full registration to the STMA
Annual Conference and up to $500 toward their expenses to attend the Conference.

The $500 Dr. Fred Grau Scholarship, since 1997 designated for the students of 2-
year technical programs or community colleges will go to Loyd C. Bowman, Michigan
State University.

Four $500 SAFE Foundation Scholarships, designated for students of 2-year techni-

The SAFE Foundation
recognizes that the future
of the industry lies in the
education, dedication and

commitment of outstanding
students such as these.

cal programs or community colleges,
will be presented to: Elsworth R. Sayre,
Jr., Eastern Kentucky University; Luke
Hall, Walla Walla Community
College; Dustin Hamilton, Owens
Community College; and Stephen
Wood, Michigan State University.

The SAFE Foundation will award
four $1,000 Scholarships for under-
graduate students of 4-year college or
university programs. The Scholarships
will go to: Nicholas Gow, lowa State
University; Ryan Snead, Oregon State
University; Jeffery Hermesch, Purdue
University; and Jeremy Menna, The
Pennsylvania State University.

"The first of two Scholarships estab-
lished by The Toro Company in the
name of long-time green industry researcher and consultant, Dr. James R. Watson, a
$1,000 scholarship will be issued to undergraduate student Matthew Slingerland, The
Pennsylvania State University.

Two SAFE Foundation $1,500 Scholarships for graduate students will go to Dusty
Robinson, Texas A & M University, and Gengyun Zhang, Rutgers University.

The second Dr. James R. Watson Scholarship, this one designated for a graduate
student for $1,500, will be issued to Jason Henderson, Michigan State University.

For information on SAFE or the SAFE Scholarship program, please contact
Steve Trusty at 800/323-3875 or via email at SAFE@st.omhcoxmail.com.

ST

Tifway 419
Hybrid Bermuda

Excellent Tight Knit

Hybrid Bermuda
Used on 4 of the Top 5
NFL Playing Fields

RyEJlabb Bluegrass
end for Notthern

PA CTENC
DIVISIONS

ARBOR

aF PACIFIC

Sports Turf

Professmnal
Thloughout'--Call

EARTH RESOURCES

Pacific Wildflower Mix :
No Mow Fine Fescue Blend
Excalibre Seashore Paspalum
Sunclipse St. Augustine

(800)942-5296

5 .M;e-dalllon*'_
““Fescuesw

WAN W Pa Ci IT1C S
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