
BY KURT STAAL

CAMBRIDGE DRAINAGE
OPTION EXPLAINED

ver the past 20 years or so many sports
fields have been planned without giving
proper consideration to how well they

will drain. In most cases with the exception of sand
base construction not enough thought or money had
been invested, and too much faith put in a simple
crown.

As a result, our cor,npany and many others now
provide a way to protect playability during the wettest
of conditions using the Cambridge Drainage System.
Special equipment means we install an entire drainage
system on an existing natural turf field with minimum
disturbance and recovery in as little as 2 weeks.

On a typical soccer or football field this system
begins with manifold installed along each sideline
then discharged into the storm water system or reten-
tion basins. Solid PVC pipe is used for the manifold
so that you can attach a suction pump or an air pump
to either draw water from the system or introduce air
into the growing medium.

Step two is to install the Mini Sports field drains.
These are typically placed on 5-foot centers crossing
the field and connected to the main collector or man-
ifold. These drains are excavated with specialized

equipment that elevates the spoils into a dump trailer
, traveling alongside the trencher. Special corrugated

perforated plastic pipe is installed at the bottom of the
trench, then filled with pea gravel and then USGA
sand, to the surface.

This back-filling phase compacts the sand fill three
times to prevent any future settling. Step 3 is to install
the Sand Injection 24 inches on center 9 inches deep
x 1 inch wide from goal to goal over the entire field.
Step 4 we install the Hydraulically Linked Surface and
then sprig, sod or seed.

Mike Bunting from UNC Chapel Hill said, "Our
football program has two grass practice fields. Over the
last few years the amount of water needed to render
the fields unplayable has steadily decreased. During
one football season we were required to move 44 per-
cent of our scheduled practices to an Astroturf field
because our grass fields were too wet.

"After installing this system, the next season we
were required to practice on our Astroturf field for less
then 5 percent of our practices." ST

Kurt Staal is with Sportsturf Services, Inc.,
828-687-2350.
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