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Q: How did you get started
working with turf?
A.: I started in 1985 as an assistant golf pro in
Orlando, in the 3-year apprentice program to
become a teaching pro. You learn merchandising,
marketing, along with course management and all
the aspects of runl1ll1g a golf club. You arc required
(0 spend time on the greenskeeping side so that you
are aware of what is done on a day to day. This is
when the turf bug bit me! I withdrew from the
apprenticeship progwm and started working at a
course :,IS a laborer.

Having no expenence, I started off doing the
most basic of t<lsks(weeding, edging, and raking
traps.). 1 always asked questions and was willing to
take on any new responsibilities. Idid a lot of read-
ing on turf and golf course management and even-
tually became an assistant superintendent.

In 19891 accepted a position with the city of
Maitland in Florida with the parks and recreation
department, maintaining sports fields and common
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grounds. 1 enjoyed the
golf industry but the
daily tasks were very
repetitive, 1 wanted
something that would
be more diverse. And
sports turf is that. Each
day there is a new chal-
lenge.

Q,: Who was
your mentor?
A.: 1·1)1 mother and

father, they taught me that whatever you do give it a
110 percent or it's not worth doing it at all.

Also, TTly gmndpurents said tlmt whatever J chose
to do be sure that it was what 1 loved to do, nothlllg
could be worse 11l life then having to go to a job
every day that you didn't look forward to doing.

Q: What was your biggest
challenge Last year?
A.: Keeping the field playable this past fall, it rained
at least Iday a week if not more starting III

September through December. And of course there
many games played in the pouring rain, In
November we hostedl8 games (seven games in 36
hours) and a drum and bugle corps competition. At
this point the center of U1e field WiH becoming thin
and unstable. we didn't have the time to resod
before the next game, which was only 4 days away,
so we had to find a way to make it safe and playable.

We topdressed from lO-yd. line to 10 yd. line,
and from hashmark to hashmark with green sand.
\Ve then topdressed I ton of Turface on top of the
sand, rolled it, and then broom dragged to loosen
the top 1/16 inch, creating a baseball infield mix! It
W~STl'tpretty, hut tJ IC footing was fantastic The pby-
ers and officials loved it. The bottom line was that
we provided a safe and playable surface.

We played the last 2 weeks III November like
that, then we took t}1CLpoint hitch blowers out and



Q: What advice do you have for turf managers?
A: Whcu you consider what we do, it doesn't get any better then this. Remember
to keep it fun; we are providing entertainment und recreation to our communi-
ties. Sports are the most important thing in life, if only for a couple of hours at a
time. ST

blew most of the sand out toward the sidelines to prepare for the four state cham-
pionship games that are in the first week of December. The "infield mix" pro-
tected the turf in the center of the field

But with Murphy's Law we still were about to face are biggest challenges yet.
Thirty-six hours before the first game it started to snow. Wc knew it was coming
so we had the min covers down.
We would start blowing it off the
covers whenever it started so it
wouldn't have a chance to accu-
mulate, well, we started blowing
off the snow at 3 Ald on Thursday
when there was only a dusting on
the cover. Six hours later it was
still snowlllg all in. an hour. At 4
PM it was still snowing and it held
accurnnlutecl to about 4 IT!. on tlK
field.

Meanwhile the entire stands
were snow-covered on11'19 hours
before kickoff. We called out the
troops, every able body came with
shovels in hand, and we built two
50-ft, shoots out of tin and 2 x 4s
as the snow was shot down [0 the
track from the stands, skid loaders
filled dump trucks.

It finally stopped sllowing at
IO PM. With a plow attached to a
work cart and the blowers wc had
the field completely uncovered at
midnight and by J AM the cover
was off The only thmg left to do
now was to pamt the field! We
couldn't get it done pnm due to
the groOllllng we did on Monday
and it started to drizzle on
Tuesday when we put down the
cover.

We had 7 hours before the pre
geu'c warm ups, (1l0 sweat] all the
logos, 3-ft. border, lines, numbers,
and hashmarks. Did 1 mention
that there are 4 of us to do this?
We were taking the last three 5-
yard strings IIp when the first
learns carne out for warm-ups.

Q: How do you get the most
out of you crew?
A.: I make them a part of <111deci-
SIOns, we sit around a talk about
how are we gOlllg to accomplish
the upcomll1g schedule. Make a
game plan. I make it a point every
day to say thank you for a great
Job.

Q: What do you do away
from your field to relax?
A: Get aggravated with my golf
game. Take day trips

Circle 073 an card or WWIIII.onlll's,ims.ca/207S-Q73
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