Around the Grounds

Talkin® Turf

with Steve LeGros

I always asked
questions and
was willing to
take on new
responsibilities.

A

Editor’s Note: This is
the first sports turf man-
ager profile in an occa-
sional series called

“Talkin’ Turf.”

teve LeGros, of
Grass Stains
Productions, co-

produced with Penn
State’s Jeff Fowler the
terrific “Like A Rock”
video they screened at the STMA Awards Banquet
last January. Great job, guys, everyone loved it.

Steve also is the turfgrass specialist for
Hersheypark Stadium, a sand-based field in
Hershey, PA. Steve, thanks for taking the time to
share some of your thoughts and practices for this
inaugural “Talkin’ Turf™:

Q: How did you get started

working with turf?

A.: I started in 1985 as an assistant golf pro in
Orlando, in the 3-year apprentice program to
become a teaching pro. You learn merchandising,
marketing, along with course management and all
the aspects of running a golf club. You are required
to spend time on the greenskeeping side so that you
are aware of what is done on a day to day. This is
when the turf bug bit me! I withdrew from the
apprenticeship program and started working at a
course as a laborer.

Having no experience, I started off doing the
most basic of tasks (weeding, edging, and raking
traps.). I always asked questions and was willing to
take on any new responsibilities. I did a lot of read-
ing on turf and golf course management and even-
tually became an assistant superintendent.

In 1989 I accepted a position with the city of
Maitland in Florida with the parks and recreation
department, maintaining sports fields and common

grounds. | enjoyed the
golf industry but the
daily tasks were very
repetitive, [ wanted
something that would
be more diverse. And
sports turf is that. Each
day there is a new chal-
lenge.

-+ 0Q.: Who was
-\ your mentor?

A.: My mother and
father, they taught me that whatever you do give it a
110 percent or it’s not worth doing it at all.

Also, my grandparents said that whatever I chose
to do be sure that it was what I loved to do, nothing
could be worse in life then having to go to a job
every day that you didn’t look forward to doing.

Q: What was your biggest
challenge last year?
A.: Keeping the field playable this past fall, it rained
at least 1 day a week if not more starting in
September through December. And of course there
many games played in the pouring rain, In
November we hosted18 games (seven games in 36
hours) and a drum and bugle corps competition. At
this point the center of the field was becoming thin
and unstable; we didn’t have the time to resod
before the next game, which was only 4 days away,
so we had to find a way to make it safe and playable.

We topdressed from 10-yd. line to 10 yd. line,
and from hashmark to hashmark with green sand.
We then topdressed 1 ton of Turface on top of the
sand, rolled it, and then broom dragged to loosen
the top 1/16 inch, creating a baseball infield mix! It
wasn't pretty, but the footing was fantastic. The play-
ers and officials loved it. The bottom line was that
we provided a safe and playable surface.

We played the last 2 weeks in November like
that, then we took the 3-point hitch blowers out and
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blew most of the sand out toward the sidelines to prepare for the four state cham-  Q: What advice do you have for turf managers?

pionship games that are in the first week of December. The “infield mix” pro- A: When you consider what we do, it doesn't get any better then this. Remember

tected the turf in the center of the field. to keep it fun; we are providing entertainment and recreation to our communi-
But with Murphy’s Law we still were about to face are biggest challenges yet.  ties. Sports are the most important thing in life, if only for a couple of hours at a

Thirty-six hours before the first game it started to snow. We knew it was coming ~ time. ST

so we had the rain covers down.
We would start blowing it off the
covers whenever it started so it
wouldn’t have a chance to accu-
mulate, well, we started blowing
off the snow at 3 AM on Thursday
when there was only a dusting on
the cover. Six hours later it was
still snowing at | in. an hour. At 4
PM it was still snowing and it had
accumulated to about 4 in. on the
field.

Meanwhile the entire stands
were snow-covered only 19 hours
before kickoff. We called out the
troops, every able body came with
shovels in hand, and we built two
50-ft. shoots out of tin and 2 x 4s
as the snow was shot down to the
track from the stands, skid loaders
filled dump trucks.

It finally stopped snowing at
10 PM. With a plow attached to a
work cart and the blowers we had
the field completely uncovered at
midnight and by 1 AM the cover
was off. The only thing left to do
now was to paint the field! We
couldn’t get it done prior due to
the grooming we did on Monday
and it started to drizzle on
Tuesday when we put down the
cover.

We had 7 hours before the pre
game warm ups, (no sweat) all the
logos, 3-ft. border, lines, numbers,
and hashmarks. Did | mention
that there are 4 of us to do this?
We were taking the last three 5-
yard strings up when the first
teams cdame out ﬂ)l' \\"Hnll—llp.‘i,

Q: How do you get the most
out of you crew?

A.: I make them a part of all deci-
sions, we sit around a talk about
how are we going to accomplish
the upcoming schedule. Make a
game plan. I make it a point every
day to say thank you for a great

job.

Q: What do you do away
from your field to relax?
A: Get aggravated with my golf
game. Take day trips
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When it comes to pleasing fans, nothing beats
a great game played on real turf maintained to
perfection. Anderson's Professional Turf”™ (APT)
products help you get the cheers you deserve
when the teams hit the field.

Our line up of all-star products — over fifty
different formulas — has been developed to offer
you maximum flexibility in toppling turf care
challenges and to assure your ability to attain
optimum results. From the infield out and goal
io goal, APT products help you keep your turf
healthy and hearty under the most demanding
of game conditions. And if insects or weeds
attempt to get in on the action, we can help you
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give them the boot with our undefeated special
teams of control products.

For nearly 40 years, The Andersons has
been refining the art and science of producing
turf-specific fertilizers, pest control products
and fertilizer/pest control combination products.
And we've never been more fired up about
serving your needs. We want you to see those
Turf Heads in the stands get up to give you a

standing “0"!

RS ROEY: For a free selection guide and more information
about The Andersons complete line of Professional Turf products

call toll free, 1-800-225-2639.

Circle 073 on card or www.oners.ims.ca/2078-073
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