
Tip 0' Month

21st century approach to
Reverse Seasonal Maintenance

BY FLOYD PERRY

he major goal of every progre ive ground keeper i to provid all coache and
players with quality playing urface and facilitie regardle of ea on or weather.
One difficulty that man pring port team face carl in the ca on i other

ature' incon i tencie . The dra tic change from a week of unn and clear larch
temperature to an overnight drop below fre zing can I ave 2 inche of white surface
moi ture on our field .

a matter how innovative and/or efficient you are, 'Oll cannot re pond to "24-
hour" change in th weather that affect your building or repairing mound, incorpo-
rating ub- urface calcined clay, or mowing over eeded rye turf.

Let' evaluate a Rever e ea anal Maintenance (R ) calendar (for cool- ea on
facilitie ) and att mpt to accompli h a 'like' maintenance plan to the one that au
achieve with occer, football, and field hockev field, by beginning their refurbi h-
ment 4 month before the next practice.

Fall sports
arch/ pril 1a' (3x/w ek) - Fir t aeration/coring, topdre ing, eeding/fertilizing,

cro -rnowing, and weed/pe t evaluation and control.
JunelJul -l. ugu t ( /week)- econd and third aeration ( licing! hattering), pot

eeding, fertilizing on i tent irrigation and mowing, w d/pe t control.
ept/Oct/early ov (3 /week)- on i tent cro -mowing, field line painting, pot

fill-in eeding, and leveling the pla 'ing urfa e during weekly game calendar.
fter the fall ea on begin with earl practice ea on being 5 day a week, and home

game heduled 2-3 day a week mo t f your maintenance ta k are mowing and paint-
ing line. I Iow about from tober 15 to overnber 15, in about 16 hour a week, work
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Tip1 Remove and re-sod infield lips during
fall so they are tacked in by spring.

Tip2 Edge all cool season grass in fall and
the border will remain in place.

Tip3 Repair and re-grade high-stress sections
of your pitching mound.

Tip4 Evaluate your low infield areas in the fall
to correct before spring game season.

TipS Fracture clay surfaces and incorporate
calcined clay during September.

on your spring sport field and clay area during beautiful Indian ummer weath r?

Spring sports
October- ovember (2 /week)- Edge cla area and reduce lip ection .

Incorporate calcined clay into infield. crate infield, ideline, and outfield. Fertilize
v ith IBDU fertilizer after aeration for c tend d fall root growth. Topdre with andy-
loam peat after aerating. Repair your mound, bullpen and right-handed batter' b x.
Final drag and final irrigation before hutting down the y lern for winter.

If you begin your pring sport field refurbi hment 4 month before the first pra -
tice, a au do for fall port, then early cold temperature or e ee ive spring rain will
not hinder our major maintenance task. II you will have to handle are the hort-
term dail t preparation or water removal.

ur work chedule are e paneling elaily along ide th practice/game chcdulc we
face. The ke 'to fficiency i taying ahead of the weather radar SCI' en. Our spring
port fi Id require the same type of care a fall port, of cour e. nd a once pring
port game begin, it' time for your R M plan on the fall port f ld .

Progre i e ground crew continuou Iy alter their yearly maintenan e alendar a
their workload become ea ier to adju t when vcre \I cath I' hit. Work matter, not
harder to keep lather atur in check, and the negative comment of pring port
coachc to a minimum. ST

Floyd Perry is director of Ground lauitenance Service and a past winner of
, POR'I, ruRJ~ [anaget of the Year award. Jior information on his tips or other ques-
tions, call 800-22 -93 1 or email ground@dioital.net
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