SportsEdge 114

Delhi NY

Solutions provider for sports drainage, in-ground
jump pits, goal/goal post requirements; customer ser-
vice is first class.

SPORTSTURF Magazine 136

Chicago IL

Official magazine of the Sports Turf Managers
Association

Stabilizer Solutions, Inc. 315

Phoenix AZ

Specializes in infield products such as Hilltopper
mound clay, Stabilizer infield mixes, and TurfGrids
fibers for turf reinforcement.

StrathAyr Turf Systems USA 634

Seymour Victoria 3661

Designs and constructs high-use, multi-use natural
turf sports fields and racetracks, including modular
fields and turf repair systems.

Suntec Pain/Game Day 509

Gainesville FLL

Manufacturers of Game Day athletic field marking
paints, which are non-toxic and environmentally

friendly.

Sustane Natural Fertilizer of America 742
Cannon Falls MN

Manufacturer and marketer of natural organic and
organic-based fertilizers, thatch reducing and root-
stimulating products.

Syngenta Professional Products 522

Raleigh NC

A leading manufacturer of turf and ornamental
fungicides, herbicides, insecticides and turf growth
regulators.

Terraplas USA Rentals 112
Kilgore TX

Featured Speaker: Dr. MiMi Paris

An internationally recognized performance expert,
MiMi Paris, Ph.D. provides strategy consulting,
executive coaching and speaking services.
Attendees at her speaking sessions develop, recom-
mend and believe in their own courses of action.
Results are natural and internally motivated rather
than externally imposed. Attendees’ job-related
concerns are identified, their eredibility confirmed,
and they look good while exceeding their goals and
expanding their outcomes. Dr. Paris has build a
track record of successfully managing performance
associated with rapid organization change. She
provides practical, simple solutions for complex
problems. Included on her client list are such
names as: the Professional Golf Association, Miller
Brewing Company, Texas Land and Cattle, Ralston
Purina, Clean Channel Communication, and the
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Terraplas is a premier turf protection system.

Textron Golf, Turf & Specialty Products 415
Charlotte NC

Manufactures a range of turf maintenance equip-
ment for golf course superintendents, professional
lawn care and sports field groundskeepers.

Toro Company, The 347

Minneapolis MN

Manufactures turf and irrigation equipment for a
wide range of sports turf applications.

Turbo Link International 130

Clearwater FL.

Supplies and installs products to enhance sports
facilities at all levels.

Turf Diagnostics & Design, Inc. 657

Olathe KS

A physical testing laboratory and agronomic con-
sulting company that provides cost-effective solutions
to turf problems.

Turf Specialties, Inc. 534

Winter Haven FL

Manufacturers of fine turf, 3-pt. hitch verti-cut
equipment for athletic fields and golf courses.

Turf-Seed, Inc. 550

Hubbard OR

Provides turfgrass varieties that perform well under
closely mown conditions and extreme wear.

Turface/Profile Products, LLC 434

Buffalo Grove IL

Manufacture TURFACE and Pro League infield
and turf soil conditioners and mound and home
plate elays and blocks.
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National Boys and Girls Clubs of America.

Dr. Paris is the author of a book, “Size Matters™ that
also contains 21 other truths one should know to
enjoy a lifetime of “Effortless Success.” Her innov-
ative presentation will help attendees focus on
strategizing their own success.

Featured Speaker: Mike Veeck
Okay. So maybe Disco Demolition Night didn’t go
exactly as planned. At least he tried. In fact, Mike

Turfgrass America 429

Granbury TX

Fast-growing company dedicated to providing high
quality sod and sod-related services.

Ty-Crop Manufacturing Ltd. 629

Rosedale BC

A leading brand of simple-to-use topdressing and
material handling equipment.

Typar Turf Blankets (TMSG, Inc.) 250

Cary NC

Blankets allow sunlight and water to pass through,
creating a greenhouse environment while retaining
moisture and stimulating root growth.

United Horticultural Supply 719

Denver CO

A leading supplier of chemicals, fertilizers and seed
to the professional turf industry.

Wessco, Inc. 725
Copley OH

West Coast Turf 414

Scottsdale AZ

The choice of Qualeomm, 3Com, Edison Field,
Rose Bowl, LA Coliseum, BOB and more.

Whitlam Paint Company 608

Wadsworth OH

Specialize in long-lasting Pro-Stripe and temporary
Temp-Stripe field paints.

Wiedenmann North America, LLC 210
Savannah GA

World Class Athletic Surfaces, Inc. 227
Leland MS

Manufacturer and suppler of high quality athletic
field paints, dves, graphic stencils, stripers, field cov-
ers, privacy curtains and other field accessories.

Veeck has made a career of trying what other peo-
ple wouldn't dare. Who else would hire a dog
(Miami Miracle) and a pig (or series of pigs-St. Paul
Saints) to deliver baseballs to the home plate
umpire, and mimes to perform instant replays
between innings?

Mike Veeck makes dreams come true. What makes
him special is how he does it. Mike has made a
career of understanding that people need to laugh.
As part owner of six baseball teams and a consultant
with two, he has served to put fun back into base-
ball. He has proven that his ideas are not specific
only to baseball, acting as an advertising profession-
al, popular speaker, founder of the Veeck
Promotional Seminar, all-around idea man, and
devoted father.
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Thursday, January 16

GENERAL SESSION

8:00-8:15 am - Welcome 2003:

Big as the Heart of Texas

Murray Cook, STMA President, SPORTSTURF
Services, The Brickman Group, Lid.

8:159:15 am - My Biggest Challenge of 2002
What you'll hear: In this session, the speakers will
each have ten minutes to present their greatest chal-
lenge of the year, and explain what they've done to
overcome it.

Developing a Flexible Turf Management
Strategy in the Western Transitional Zone

Eric Hansen, Los Angeles Dodgers

Moderate temperatures on the West Coast typically
result in incomplete transition of overseeded
bermudagrass at Dodger Stadium. The 2002 sum-
mer was unseasonably cool resulting in little transi-
tion and a high percentage of ryegrass going into
the off-season. The infield turf is the primary area
of concern. The challenge of 2002 has now
become a challenge for 2003. The challenge
becomes: Do | manage in favor of the perennial
ryegrass over the bermudagrass in hopes of another
cool summer or should a more balanced approach
be taken?

Coping with Spring of 2002 -

Weather and More

Luke Yoder, Pittsburgh Pirates

What you'll hear: The weather is always a problem
for a sports turf manager. In fact, most complain
about the weather as much, or more, than anything
else. It's never the way we want it. Pittsburgh’s
weather in the spring of 2002 brought bitter cold
temperatures in late March and lots of rain in April
and May. Our opening day work was up to the last
minute trying to get everything game ready. The
day before opening day, two of our crew members
were driving to work together. They did not make
it. They were involved in a terrible accident right
outside the ballpark. Suddenly, something that was
so important five minutes earlier took a back seat.
We knew right away that we had a long spring
ahead of us.

Growing Grass in Low Light Conditions

Grant Trenbeath, Arizona Diamondbacks

What you'll hear: It's tough enough growing grass
within the restricted light conditions caused by the
physical structure of a stadium. It becomes that
much harder within the confines of a closed dome.
Grant Trenbeath will share both the challenges of
growing grass in low light conditions and the strate-
gies he’s found to cope with them.

Working with Events Scheduling

Ross Kurcab, CSFM,

Invesco Field at Mile High

What you'll hear: I believe our biggest challenge
comes the frequent scheduling of non-sporting
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events. In between our “big house” events, such as
football and soccer games, we have many other
smaller events on the field. These range from
things like corporate team building seminars to
stich events as the filming of commercials and pub-
lic service announcements, tours, and game-related
promotional events related to ticket promotions and
entertainment. We also have many requests for
game entertainment rehearsals. None of these
events impact our field management greatly when
taken alone. However, the frequency of such
events adds up to turf damage, and gets in the way
of our normal maintenance procedures. For exam-
ple, we don’t want to be doing a fertility spray appli-
cation during a field tour because of potential wind
drift. Working around these frequent events is our
biggest challenge.

Keeping a Stable Playing

Surface in Wet Conditions

Jay Warnick, CSFM, Seattle Seahawks

In the NFL the crunch time is in November and
December. Teams are bearing down frying to
make the plavoffs. Each practice is critical. It's
essential to successful practice that the field be in
top condition to facilitate that. In the Seattle area,
it's typical to have upward of 20 consecutive days of
precipitation during that period. Our biggest chal-
lenge is to keep the surface playable to meet those
demands. Jay Wamick, CSFM, will present some
of the strategies they use to make that happen.

Turf Transitions from Other

Events to Playing Condition

Mark Clay, SMG Jacksonville/Jaguars

What vou'll year: This session will track the turf
from the Gator Bowl through a Monster Truck
event back to fall play. Mark Clay will discuss the
different techniques and cultural practices used to
transition through these events with a Bermudagrass
base and overseeded perennial ryegrass - without
resorting to sodding.

(The Super Bowl will take priority for all NFL. par-
ticipants)

9:15 - 9:45 am - Questions To The Panel

What you'll hear: The six speakers will answer ques-
tions from attendees related to their Biggest
Challenges as presented in the opening session.

10:00-10:15 am - Presenting Your Field to the
Press and Public

Alan Cannon, Sports Information Director, Texas A
& M University

What you'll hear: Sports Information Directors are

often in the middle of the information flow, getting
input from the University side and delivering it in a
useable format to the press and the public. This
presentation will include some pointers to help
sports turf managers work with the Sports
Information Director to deliver key details about
the athletic fields.

10:15-10:30 am - What the Media Wants

Evan Grant, sports writer, Dallas Moming News
What you'll hear: This session will focus on how
Sports Turf Managers can best communicate their
message to reporters. When reporters have ques-
tions for sports turf managers, they are usually sim-
plv looking for information on a subject about
which they know very little.

10:30-10:45 am - Questions to the Panel

What you'll hear: Alan Cannon and Evan Grant
will answer questions from attendees related to the
interaction between sports turf managers, the media
and the public.

10:45-11:30 am - Thinking Beyond the Ballpark
Mike Veeck, Consultant and Team Owner

What you'll hear: With his typical wisdom and
humor, Mike Veeck will take you beyond the ball-
park and the everyday demands of sports field man-
agement to new levels of thinking - and a new per-
spective.

CONCURRENT SESSION - 12:30-3:45 PM
There will be four topics within each of the four
tracks during this concurrent session. The topics
will run for 45 minutes each with a 15 minute
break between the second and third topics in each
session.

COOL-SEASON BASICS TRACK

Eight Steps to An Easy Field Facelift

Jeff Fowler, Penn State Cooperative Extension
What you'll hear: Over the course of the last 5
vears, field managers and school district employees
have called looking for assistance. After visiting 50
or so fields and witnessing some trends, taking
some pictures and talking with lots of people, I put
together the eight things that I most commonly rec-
ommended to field managers as a way to improve
field playability and safety. These eight items are
the ones that if put together will give your fields a
new look and, even more importantly, make them
safer for your users. “Eight Steps To An Easy Field
Facelift” will also make your job as a sports turf
manager a little bit easier on a day-to-day basis as
we take a look at some of the most common prob-
lems with fields and a practical solution to these
problems.

Fertilization of Cool-Season Sports Turf
Speaker: Mary Owen, University of Massachusetts
Cooperative Extension
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What you'll hear: This session will cover the basics

of fertilization specific to cool-season turf on athlet-
ic fields. We'll discuss nutrients and how they affect
turfgrass growth, stress tolerance and recovery.

Basic Weed Control for Cool-Season Turf
Anne Streich, University of Nebraska - Lincoln
What you'll hear: This session will stress the
sequence of decisions and actions necessary for a
good weed management program in cool-season
turf. Specific topies will include weed identifica-
tion and biology, using indicator weeds to correct
problem sites, selection of herbicides, and proper
application timing for ideal weed management.

The Quantitative Effect of

Cultural Practices on Sports Turf

Speaker: Dr. John N. Rogers, I1I,

Michigan State University

What you'll hear: This session will investigate the
recent research conducted at Michigan State
University to quantitatively establish the relation-
ship between inputs (mowing, fertilization, cultiva-
tion) and outputs (games played). The results of
this study are aimed at providing information to be
transferred from the field manager to the adminis-
trator to show the importance of cultural practices
to field longevity.

WARM-SEASON BASICS TRACK

TopTenQ &A

Dr. Grady Miller, University of Florida

What you'll hear: This presentation will provide
timely advice and professional opinions related to
commonly asked questions, many of which have
found their way onto the back page of SPORT-
STURF magazine in the Q & A column. Dr.
Grady Miller will illustrate the various scenarios and
responses from at least ten of the Q & A questions.

Basic Weed Control for Warm-Season Turf

Dr. Bert McCarty, Clemson University

What you'll hear: This session will stress the
sequence of decisions and actions necessary for a
good weed management program in warm-season
turf.

Facts Versus Myths

Dr. Tom Samples, University of Tennessee

What you'll hear: Although there are many different
ways to construct athletic fields and manage sports
turf, the basic needs of the turfgrasses must be met.
Soil conditions may be ideal for turfgrass growth;
however, turfgrass performance may be limited by
low light, poor air movement or the weather. An
understanding of how turfgrasses grow makes their
management much easier. Several facts and myths
concerning mowing, irrigation, fertilization and cul-
tivation will be discussed during this presentation.
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Fertilization of Warm Season Sports Turf

Dr. David Kopec, University of Arizona

What you'll hear: This session will cover the basics
of fertilization specific to warm-season turf on ath-
letic fields. It will examine how and why the fertil-
ization of warm season turf is very different from
that of cool season fertilization. Attendees will
become more familiar with the common terms rel-
ative to fertilizer selection so they can become
smart shoppers.

TRICKS OF THE TRADE TRACK

From Disaster to Game Time

Kalin Stovall, Colorado State University

What you'll hear: This session will focus on post
event native soil field repair and recovery with the
goal of preparing a damaged field for the next
event. Strategies for preventing damage as well as
techniques for repairing different types of damage
will be discussed. The session will culminate with
a photo journal presentation of a twelve-day period
in 1999 during which a football field that was
severely damaged by plowing snow was made ready
for the next game.

Juggling Multiple Field User Groups

Dan Bergstrom, Lincoln Professional Baseball
What you'll hear: In this session, Dan will discuss
the intricacies of working at Haymarket Park, in
Lincoln NE, a ballpark where Division I college
baseball and softball overlap with the professional
baseball season. Working with different ownership
groups, cormmunity groups, and a major college
administration will be discussed in addition to the
turf and field management aspects of the ballparks.
Topics related to working with coaches and the
media will also be covered in this presentation.

The Big Picture - Texas A & M Multiple Fields
Speaker: Craig Potts and Leo Goertz,

Texas A & M University

What you'll hear: This session will cover the short
history of the development of the field staff at Texas
A & M. [t will include a brief history of all of the
facilities, both the stadiums and fields. The mainte-
nance practices of all of the athletic fields will be
discussed, including cultural practices, field uses,
and game preparations. Craig Potts and Leo
Goertz will discuss the various tips and tricks that
they find useful in helping prepare the fields for
games and practices.

Eight Years in the Life of a Sand-Based Field
Bob Campbell, CSFM, University of Tennessee

What you'll hear: This session will cover the matur-

ing process of the sand field from the planning
stage through the years of use. It will discuss the
maintenance practices that have developed through
trial and error. It will examine the changes in the
physical properties of the field from construction to
the present and the changes in the field’s perfor-
mance. A comparison will be made between the
anticipated conditions based on the preconceived
perceptions of what would occur and the realities of
the field as it evolved. The results of testing will
provide quantitative data for comparison of such
details as the fertility requirements and mainte-
nance practices that pre-installation research had
predicted versus those actually developed to meet

field needs.

THE TECHNICAL TRACK

Nutrient Management Plans for Sports Fields
Dr. Richard White, Texas A & M University
What you'll hear: This session will cover the techni-
cal aspects of nutrient management plans specific
to sports fields.

Aerification Principles for Sports Turf

Dr. Gil Landry, University of Georgia

What you'll hear: The need for aerification is prob-
ably one of the most commonly overlooked man-
agement practices on sports fields. This is probably
being more emphasized as more native soil fields
become modified in an attempt to improve surface
conditions but ultimately produces a new set of fac-
tors to consider. This session will help identify spe-
cific reasons for aerification such as surface com-
paction, soil type, soil layering, thatch removal, soil
modification, or renovation. [t will also address
method of and timing of aerification in relation to
soil type, grass type, period of growth, and field use.
Finally, it will review recent research in this area
and provide a guideline for establishing and moni-
toring aerification needs.

Adventures with Turf Covers

Ross Kurcab, CSFM,

Invesco Field at Mile High

What you'll hear: Turf covers are an important pro-
tective toal for athletic fields. They block excess
precipitation that could be detrimental to playing
conditions. They reduce the damage potential of
non-sports events such as concerts. This presenta-
tion will explore what happens under the covers
and how that impacts the turfgrass, both short- and
long-term.

Microbiology of Sports Turf Soils

Dr. David Zuberer, Texas A & M University
What you'll hear: This session will cover the tech-
nical aspects of microbiology as related to sports
turf soils.
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Friday, January 17

Morning Series of Workshops (at Henry B.
Gonzalez Convention Center)
Choose one workshop (8:00-10:00 AM)

Sports Fields: How They Wear &

What You Can Do About It

Dr. Dave Minner, lowa State University

What vou'll hear: This workshop will specifically
deal with athletic field traffic by providing strategies
that the Sports Turf Manager can use to maintain
both cool and warm season grasses under intense
traffic situations. It will also provide written infor-
mation that can be presented to administrators so
that they can make important decisions regarding
the amount of activities that are allowed on a field.
My latest survey estimates of how much traffic is
too much traffic will be presented. Participants will
fill out al0-minute survey about traffic on their spe-
cific facility. Traffic will be explained in terms of
wear and compaction with a special emphasis on
how to manage a protective mat of vegetation over
the soil.

Add To Your Supervisor Tool Kit

Boyd Montgomery, CSFM,

Sylvania (OH) Recreation

And Mike Trigg, CSFM,

Waukegan (IL) Park District

What you'll hear: This session will cover some of
the management side of being a sports turf manager.
It will address performing sports field inspections to
guard against hability situations. Attendees will dis-
cuss the use of field permits and contracts for use of
their facilities. Also addressed will be how to develop
good employee training programs and needed safety
and liability forms so the facility is covered in the
event of a problem. Another area of discussion will
be development of budgets and effective ways to sell
your budgets to your boss and board.

Soils - The Basics

Speaker: Dr. Henry Indyk,

GSI Consultants/Turfcon

What you'll hear: The agronomic principles of soils
are the foundation upon which the entire sports
field rests. In this workshop, you'll go back to the
basics of those principles and build from there to
gain a comprehensive understanding of the com-
plex interactions that take place within the soil pro-
file and how you can manipulate those interactions

to improve your athletic field maintenance program.

Water Quality

Speaker: Dr. David Kopec, University of Arizona
What you'll hear: Water quantity isn’t the only fac-
tor affecting turfgrass growth and strength. This
workshop will address the important issues of water
quality as related to turfgrass and specifically to
sports field maintenance programs. It will include
discussion of the most common problems and
terms associated with water quality and turf. The
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attendees leam to understand most parts of a water
quality report and what it means for turfgrass man-
agement.

Seed Physiology and Seed Priming

Speaker: Gilbert Pulley,

Brigham Young University

What you'll hear: This workshop is a review of
some of the seed treatment methods used to
decrease the time necessary to germinate specific
grass species. It will include a discussion of advan-
tages and disadvantages of these methods and possi-
ble reasons for how these methods work.

Understanding Your Soil Test Report

Dr. Tony Koski, Colorado State University

What you'll hear: This workshop will increase your
understanding of what all of those numbers on your
soil test report are trying to tell you about your soil.
We will leam which numbers are the most impor-
tant ones to pay attention to. Workshop participants
will learn how to tum those soil test numbers into
an actual fertilizer application. Practical application
of the soil testing process to everyday life as a sports
turf manager will be emphasized. (This workshop
will be repeated in the afternoon session. )

Establishment and Renovation

Techniques and Research

Dr. John N. Rogers, III (Trey),

Michigan State University

What you'll hear: This workshop will investigate
various techniques surrounding the perennial chore
of renovating and establishing sports fields. Topics
to be covered nclude studies involving turfgrass
species, mulches, crumb rubber, turf covers, and
athletic field systems comparisons.

Spray It or Spread It -

Are You Getting It Right?

Dr. Tom Samples, University of Tennessee

What you'll hear: This workshop is intended for
those of us who have been frustrated while trying to
adjust a power spraver or fertilizer spreader to uni-
formly deliver the exact amount of product to sports
turf. Learn calibration tips to help you apply fertiliz-
ers and pesticides accurately. Past, present and
future application technologies and product formu-
lations will also be discussed.

Fertility Programs For Sports Fields

Dr. Grady Miller, University of Florida

What you'll hear: This workshop will provide an
overview of turfgrass nutrient requirements; fertiliza-
tion effects on turf health; soil properties that influ-
ence nutrient interactions in the soil; characteristics
of fertilizer carriers and how to use them; and devel-

oping fertilization programs for specific turfs. Topics
will include information related to warm- and cool-
season grasses, plus overseeding situations.

Competition Within The Canopy

Dr. Mike Goatley, Mississippi State University
What you'll hear: One of the goals of a sports turf
manager is to produce the densest playing surface
possible in order to enhance aesthetics and playabil-
ity. However, a downfall in maximizing turf density
is the inevitable development of competition of the
turfgrass plant for space, light, air, water, and nutri-
ents. In this workshop, participants will learn why
and how plants respond to specific cultural manage-
ment strategies that affect turf density, and how to
apply this knowledge in developing programs that
balance density and canopy competition.

Afternoon Series of Workshops (at Henry B.
Gonzalez Convention Center)
Choose one workshop (3:00-5:15 PM)

Sports Fields: How They Wear &

What You Can Do About It

Dr. Dave Minner, lowa State University

What you'll hear: This workshop will specifically
deal with athletic field traffic by providing strategies
that the Sports Turf Manager can use to maintain
both cool and warm season grasses under intense
traffic situations. It will also provide written infor-
mation that can be presented to administrators so
that they can make important decisions regarding
the amount of activities that are allowed on a field.
My latest survey estimates of how much traffic is too
much traffic will be presented. Participants will fill
out al0-minute survey about traffic on their specific
facility. Traffic will be explained in terms of wear
and compaction with a special emphasis on how to
manage a protective mat of vegetation over the soil.
Agronomic strategies discussed include: aerification,
soil amendments, grass species and variety selec-
tions, using bermuda in the north, coring, seed vs.
sod, and topdressing with sand or crumb rubber.
Participants will gain a better understanding of traf-
fic in terms of the total amount of activities on a
field rather than counting the number of games that
are played. This workshop is equally split between
grass gl"O\\’iﬂg tec]miques alld Communicaﬁon strate-
gies to limit traffic.

Sub-Irrigation for Sports Fields

Dr. Bernd Leinauer,

New Mexico State University

Sprinkler irrigation has been the accepted practice
for irrigating turf areas since the late 19th century,
despite its low efficiency in distributing water to the
plant stand. Sprinkler overlap, wind drift, and
evaporation losses during the irrigation process all
contribute to water losses that increase overall water
consumption and/or decrease plant stand quality.
Poor water distribution due to high winds and the
lack of sufficient quantities of water are the two
greatest challenges that turf managers face in the
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desert Southwest. Both contribute to poor turf qual-
ity on recreational and sports turf areas.
Subirrigation systems apply water laterally to the
rootzone from perforated tiles or other emitters
buried either close to the surface or just below the
normal root penetration from beneath the surface
(subsurface drip irrigation or subground irrigation).
These systems may save substantial quantities of irri-
gation water and could provide uniform distribution
compared to standard sprinkler systems. Although
the benefits of subsurface irrigation have been
extensively studied in agriculture, this irrigation
method has received very little acceptance or atten-
tion in the field of turf irrigation. Research shows
that between 50% and 90% less water was needed to
irrigate subground irrigated turf plots compared to
sprinkler irrigated areas. In addition to water say-
ings, other advantages of subirrigation systems
include the uninterrupted use of the turf area dur-
ing irrigation, energy savings due to a lower operat-
ing water pressure, and the absence of sprinkler
heads or other parts in the turf canopy that can
cause injuries to athletes. Despite the data demon-
strating potential benefits of subirrigation systems, it
still has a long way to go to achieve market accep-

b

STMA CONFERENCE

Sgeaﬁers' st

tance. One argument against the use of subirriga-
tion is that spacing and depth of emitters is extreme-
ly difficult to determine, especially in sloping areas.
Other reasons for the limited success of subsurface
irrigation are the relatively high cost of installation,
the difficulty in monitoring underground systems,
and the lack of urgency for water conservation.

Outside the Lines -

Plants for northern climates

Anne Streich,

University of Nebraska - Lincoln

What you'll hear: This workshop will discuss proper
methods to select plant material for desired aesthet-
ic and functional uses. The impact of plant charac-
teristics (size, color, form, texture) and environmen-
tal and site conditions (sun, shade, wind exposure;
soil type, drainage, topography) on plant selection
will be discussed. Examples of plants that can be

used under different conditions will be given.

Outside the Lines -

Plants for southern climates

Dr. Michael Amold, Texas A & M University
What you'll hear: This workshop will focus on prac-
tices that will affect the establishment and mainte-
nance of aesthetically pleasing landscapes outside
the lines of the sports turf areas. Key considerations
in selecting low maintenance adapted plants for
minimum input landscapes will be emphasized.
Other topics will include considerations of interac-
tions between turf maintenance practices and their
impact on surrounding landscape plantings.
Effective pruning, watering, and fertilization prac-
tices for newly established and existing landscapes
will be discussed. Landscape design and manage-
ment practices that may enhance the quality of the
adjacent sports turf areas will be provided.

Getting Ready for the CSFM Exam
Mary Owen, UMASS Extension,
Mr. Mike Schiller, CSFM,

Van's Enterprises, Ltd.,

Mr. George Trivett, CSFM,
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Granite Falls Middle School

What you'll hear: This workshop presents an
overview of the CSFM Exam and hints to help pre-
pare for taking it. Without giving away specific
questions, the presentation team will point out areas
the exam takers should be familiar with. It will also
show how the practical, everyday, part of sports turf
management can help prepare vou for the Exam. If
you are thinking about certification, but are nervous
about the test, this session is for you.

Understanding Your Soil Test Report

Dr. Tony Koski, Colorado State University

What you'll hear: This workshop will increase your
understanding of what all of those numbers on your
soil test report are trying to tell you about your soil.
We will learn which numbers are the most impor-
tant ones to pay attention to. Workshop participants
will learn how to turn those soil test numbers into
an actual fertilizer application. Practical application
of the soil testing process to everyday life as a sports
turf manager will be emphasized.

Soil Mechanics

Mike DePew, Pro Turf Environmental &

Sports Turf Services

What yvou'll hear: This workshop will give an
overview of soil mechanics principles. Principles
covered include: cohesion, plasticity, internal fric-
tion, compaction, strength, impact attenuation and
traction. How these principles apply to sports fields
will be covered. Applications include: native soil
fields, sand-based fields and skinned areas. This
course is presented for the participant that has a
solid background in soil science. The interrelation-
ship of soil mechanics to soil physics, soil chemistry,
mineralogy, fertility, and soil biology will be dis-
cussed. Aspects of this workshop will be “hands-on”
and participants should come prepared to handle
soil material.

Cool- and Warm-Season Turfgrass

Species Selection and Winter

Overseeding of Bermudagrass

Dr. David Chalmers, Texas A & M University

FIRST TO START. LAST T0 QUIT.
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What you'll hear: This workshop will examine the
strengths and weakness of various turfgrass species
in terms of athletic field performance. It also will
cover the interactions and results of winter over-
seeding of Bermudagrass.

Design Considerations and

Construction of High-End Sports Fields

Dr. Bert McCarty, Clemson University

What you'll hear; Field design and field construc-
tion must work together to produce the kind of field
that works within the parameters of the facility and
field use schedules. This workshop will examine
the components involved and provide guidelines
for achieving success.

Water Management for Sports Fields

Dr. Richard White, Texas A & M University
What you'll hear: This workshop will examine
water management strategies for sports fields.

Saturday, January 18
GENERAL SESSION

8:00-10:00 am

Topic: Fourth Degree

Black Belt - For Life

Speaker: Dr. MiMi Paris, Paris Communications
What you'll hear: People who practice martial arts
are constantly astounded by how the benefits over-
lap into other areas of their lives. In her two-hour,
interactive presentation, Dr. Paris will demonstrate
how lessons learned in the dojo are a metaphor for
life success. For example, in karate, students prac-
tice, “this move, next move,” making a move as a
plan for the move that follows. The same principle
needs to be practiced in life. You want to make
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your current move for a future move/benefit. It is
strategizing for your own success. The point is to
PLAN for you own success, not just have life “hap-
pen to” you. Other key points to be covered in this
presentation include, but are not limited to: energy
management, confidence, focus (not concentra-
tion), recovery and follow through. Participants will
gain an understanding of how the concepts in
karate apply to all areas of life success. In addition,
they will immediately increase their confidence by
learning a few simple self-defense techniques.

CONCURRENT SESSION

10:15 AM-12:30 PM

Each of the three topics in this set of concurrent
sessions will run for 45 minutes.

THE BASICS TRACK

Is My Field Safe?

Jeff Fowler,

Penn State Cooperative Extension

What you'll hear: We all say our fields are safe, but
are they? In this session, we will take a look at
some “safe” fields that have a few problems. We
will focus on a checklist that has been developed to
look at different areas of the field including the
playing surface, bleachers, dugouts, out of bounds,
and transition areas. The checklist forces us to take
an objective look at our fields and put together a
plan to correct any safety hazards.

Basic Aerification

Dr. Gil Landry, University of Georgia

What you'll hear: This session will cover the basic
soil-air-water relationships that create the need for
aerification, the basic methods and timing of aerifi-
cation, and the development and evaluation of aeri-
fication programs.

Field Construction

Dr. Jim McAfee, Texas A & M University
Obtaining funding for the construction of a new
sports field or the renovation of an existing field is
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often very difficult to come by. Too often this hard
to come by money is wasted due to improper design
and/or construction of the sports field. To insure
success in field construction, there are several key
steps which must be in place. First, develop a com-
mittee of experts to be involved from the very begin-
ning in the design and construction of the field.
This committee should be composed of an archi-
tect, engineer, turfgrass specialist as well as someone
from the sports team such as the coach. All these
individuals should have some experience in field
design and construction. Next, hire a sports field
consultant to oversee the actual installation of the
field. Even with the best design specs in place, if
there is not someone in place to insure that each
phase of construction is conducted correctly, errors
can be made.

THE TECHNICAL TRACK

Artificial Turf Fields - A Case Study

Mike Wagner, CSFM,

University of Oregon

What you'll hear: This presentation will cover the
latest in the world of in-fill artificial turf, What
makes them different? What must one look for and
watch out for? We will look at the Autzen Stadium
expansion at the University of Oregon and discuss
how we ended up with the surface that is on the
playing field now. Mike Wagner will discuss some of
the advantages and disadvantages of all the systems
that were looked at during the four-year search for
the “best” surface.

The Use of Modular Grass Trays for Permanent
Sports Turf in Virginia Tech’s Lane Stadium
Dr. David Chalmers, Texas A & M University
What you'll hear: This session will examine the
process of selection, preparation and installation of
modular grass trays as the permanent sports turf in
Virginia Tech’s Lane Stadium.

Overseeding with a Purpose

Dr. Mike Goatley, Mississippi State University
What you'll hear: In this presentation, participants
will learn about the pros and cons of winter over-
seeding bermudagrass athletic fields. The steps to
successful overseeding establishment and perfor-
mance will be discussed, as well as alternatives in
maintaining and/or removing overseeded grasses
the following spring. Participants will have a better
appreciation on how one should consider both
agronomics and aesthetics in regard to winter over-

x
STMA CONFERENCE

Qem‘(ers' Kist

a new position at the same facility. When changing
jobs - don’t move too fast. Stop, look, listen and
learn. Get the overview of what has taken place in
the past. Give yourself time to understand how the
current operation functions, including the informa-
tion flow. Take time to connect with the personnel,
both those on your staff and those within the other
departments that interact with you staff. Be upfront
about what you don’t know. Remember your staff,
other departments and your supervisors are assessing
you, while you're assessing them. Many of the same
elements are involved in moving up the ladder.
This session will address an interesting dilemma - if
you are in the position to ‘replace yourself,” what
characteristics do you seek? Do you look for an
individual much like yourself - or someone with
opposite areas of strengths and weaknesses? To be
honest, what do you wish you did better - and can
you hire it in someone else?

Major League Baseball

Tom Burns, Texas Rangers Baseball

What you'll hear: This session will include tips on
maintenance of a Major League Baseball field from
day-to-day maintenance to such issues as dealing
with changing weather conditions, umpires, man-
agement and players.

Multiple Use Fields - Concerts Plus

Steve LeGros, HERSHEYPARK Stadium

What vou'll hear: This session will discuss how to
prepare the turf for the stresses of and the recovery
from multipurpose events such as: concerts, motor
cross, marching band competitions, etc. Areas to be

examined include: fertility, moisture, amendments,
wetting agents, growth regulators, seeding, aeration -
and how and when to do them. After 100 concerts
in five years, LeGros has developed a timetable of
techniques and procedures starting ten days prior to
these types of events and running through the night
before the event.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TRACK

In the Spotlight

Jesse Cuevas, Rosenblatt Stadium

What you'll hear: This session will include tips on
working with management, multiple coaching staffs,
umpires, sports officials, the media and the public.

Managing Crews

Boyd Montgomery, CSFM, Sylvania (OH)
Recreation

What you'll hear: In this session we will discuss how
to effectively manage your crews. We will talk about
team building and motivating your team to get the
necessary work done. How to recruit team mem-
bers and how to retain crew members, will also be
discussed. Personnel can be one of your biggest
headaches. This session will give you ideas in how
to build your “Dream Team”.

A Survival Guide for Turf Managers

Bob Campbell, CSFM, University of Tennessee
What you'll hear: There’s more to being a sports turf
manager than growing grass. This session will dis-
cuss the key points that will help sports turf man-
agers do a better job in those important non-turf
aspects of management and, hopefully, feel better
about themselves and their profession.
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2:00-4:15 PM

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS

Each topic will be repeated three times, for 40
minutes at a time, with a maximum of five min-
utes move in between discussion periods.
Participants may choose the topics they wish to
discuss, with a three-topic limit. Each discussion
will be attendee driven based on the topics that
are raised by the participants in each of the
groups within their forty-minute session.

Field Painting Strategies
Abby MeNeal, CSFM,
Invesco Field at Mile High

Career Development &
Representing Yourself Well
Dr. David Chalmers, Texas A & M University

Preparing for Success

Mike Andresen, CSFM, |

owa State University and

Chad Follis, Student Membership

Subcommittee Co-Chair
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Baseball Field Maintenance
Tom Burns, Texas Rangers

Growing Grass in Low Light Conditions
Grant Trenbeath, Arizona Diamondbacks

Working with Events Scheduling
Ross Kurcab, CSFM,
Invesco Field at Mile High

Coping with the Spring of 2002 -
Weather and More
Luke Yoder, Pittsburgh Pirates

Keeping a Stable Surface In Wet Conditions
Jay Warnick, CSFM, Seattle Seahawks

Turf Transitions for Play from Other Events
Mark Clay, SMG Jacksonville/Jaguars

The Multiple Challenges of Parks and
Recreation Facilities
Tom Curran, City of Pompano Beach, Florida

Is CSFM for YOU?

Mary Owen,

University of Massachusetts Extension
Mike Schiller, CSFM,

Van's Enterprises, Ltd., and

George Trivett, CSFM,

Granite Falls Middle School

The Multiple Challenges
of High School Facilities
Dave Rulli, Jeffco Stadium

Coping with College Football
Sports Turf Managers Panel

The Multiple Challenges of College Facilities
Sports Turf Managers Panel
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