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The Championship "CREE "Field of the Mclnnish Softball ornplex ear-ned
the ST 200 I oftball Field of the Year ward in the Parks and Recreation
Divi ion. This i one of the five oftball fields within the ity of Carrollton, '1 ,

cInni h Complex and is an cmplary example of an outstanding athletic facility in
the Dallas Metrople .

The current population of the arrollton is 111,000, with growing room to reach
appro, irnately 125,000. Thi sports-oriented community ha supported the develop-
ment of it ports faeilitie and u e them e tensively.

ndy Babbitt, athletic manazcr for Carrollton Park and Recreation, a s, "The
c1nni h Sport omplex i not onl home to the five oftball fields, but al 0 to i

baseball fields, nine occer field, and an additional five oecer fields in the R. :E.
Good Comple: contained within the clnni h ite. Th City' [o ey Ran h Com ple

home to eleven field: five ba eball, two football and four girl' oftball fields."
nd there's more to come. Babbitt ays, "The ity ha approved a major bond

uc that will add 12 more occer field to the Mclnni h omplex, at the co t of
appro .imatel 2 million, and develop the new T. C. Ric Complex. The 10 million
first pha e of the T. C. Rice project will include ix adult oftball fields, fi c girls oft-
ball fields, and a multi-usc, lighted facility-for a combination football, oecer and
track-that will have eating for 2,000. on lruction will begin the la t quarter of
2002, with play projected for 2004."

s isting Babbitt in overseeing all thi is athletic field, upervi or, ason Ward.
Ward is in charge of field maintenance and port organization outreach. Babbitt a ,
" /la on tarted as a crew member on th athletic field t am 13 cars ago, so he' cov-
ered every a, peet of field care and under tand the comple ities of keeping so many
different fields ready for play."
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January
• Check base pins and replace

bases and pitching rubber
• Mow overseeded perennial

ryegrass to 1.5 inch height,
once per week

• Drag field once per week to
prevent valleys, hills and
grass invasion

• Add additional infield material

February
• Mow overseeded perennial

ryegrass to 1. 5 inch height,
twice per week

• Drag field at least once per
week, and as many times as
needed for each tournament

• Irrigate if weather condi-
tions require it

• Edge around turf perimeter
to keep sharp edges for
games

March & April
• Mow overseeded perennial ryegrass to 1 inch height,

twice per week
• Drag and prepare infield each day for league play
• Fertilize with 15-5-10
• Topdress with sand
• Irrigate twice a week (20 minutes per outfield zone; 5

minutes per infield zone)
• Slice aerate once in April
• Adjust mowing if needed as perennial ryegrass phases out

and bermudagrass takes over
• Edge around turf perimeter to keep sharp edges for games
• Apply weed control if needed following standard IPM pro-

cedures

May, June, July, August & September
• Mow bermudagrass to 1 inch height, twice per week
• Drag and prepare infield each day for league play
• Slice aerate twice per month
• Irrigate infield daily (8 minutes per station); outfield

three times weekly (30 minutes per station)

• Edge around turf perimeter to keep sharp edges games
(once a month in June and July)

• Sod cut edges to keep lip down and field level in May
• Fertilize with 15-5-10 in May and August
• Topdress with sand in May and August
• Apply fire ant and other insect control if needed following

standard IPM procedures

October
• Slice aerate in two different directions
• Overseed with perennial ryegrass and top dress with sand
• Mow bermudagrass to 1. 2 5 inch, twice a week
• Drag and prepare infield each day for league play
• Irrigate twice a week (20 minutes per outfield zone; 5

minutes per infield zone)
• Edge around turf perimeter to keep sharp edges for games

November & December
• Mow overseeded perennial ryegrass to 1. 5 inch height,

twice per week
• Drag field at least once per week, and as many times as

needed for tournament or league play
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approximately 5 feet behind the pitching rubber. There
are two heads on the left side of the infield and two on
the right side and one in each corner about where the
batter up would stand. Winds are big here in the
Metroplex, often 20 to 25 miles per hour, and they can
come at the field from different directions. This head
placement allows us to adjust for the wind and still get
good coverage. After watering and dragging, the heads
virtually disappear."

Ward explains the impact of this system. "Before
our games, instead of carrying out a large hose, we
run each station on the infield for 5 minutes to moist-
en the infield material before we drag it with a
groomer attached to our field rake. We save approxi-
mately 30 minutes for each field, by just turning on
the irrigation system rather than unrolling the hose,
watering the entire skinned surface by hand, rolling
up the hose and removing the hose from the field.
During tournament play in hot, dry, windy condi-
tions, we can hit most of the infield with a couple
passe of the central head in between games. It's just
enough water to keep the dust down and slightly soft-
en the playing surface.

"At night, during the summer, we set the infield
ystem to come on at 2:00 AM for 5 to 10 minutes a

e ion. Generally, the field will then be r ady to
drag when the crew arrives in the morning.
During the hottest part of the eason, we also
may et the sy tern to run toward the end of
th day. The outfield irrigation system con-
ist of four zones. We set this system to run

overnight with the frequency and timing per
zone adju ted for weather condition .n

Staffing assignments at the McInnish
Complex have been fine-tuned for efficien-
cy and top result. Two crew members
tackle the daily infield preparation for all
11 fields. The pitching rubbers are e tab-
Ii hed. The set the magnetic base and
the umpire pull them out and put th m
in torage after the la t game at night. The
outfield foul line are painted once or
twice a week, dep ndinc on turf growth.

halking the line i the la t ta k of the
day. If condition are wet or extra atten-
tion i required, the e two crewrnern-
ber can call on any or all of the other
crewmernber from lcInni h or
[o y Ranch for a i tance.

Th other four crcwmember
at lcInni h handle the
other maintenance
la k, uch as mowing,

All the fields were renovated in 2000, including constructing totally skinned infields, during
an unusually rainy period (23 in. in all). Thanks to a great crew, spring events went off as
scheduled.

The Mclnni h ornplex crew leader, Jorge Hernandez work with a crew of six
(David Conrad, Paul Wood, Gregorio E careno, att cker, Ha 'Ward Potts, Genaro
l lererra); [o ey Ranch crew leader, Gregg Wood , with a crew of four (Rogelio Hererra,
Jorge Felan, Mark Berry, na leto Iarquez). Babbitt and Ward give the credit for
ex ellent field condition to their taff. 'They note, "Our taff i a pecial group and
we're luckv to be working with them. 1 ot one of them look at thi a ju t a job.
They're determined to have the be t field around and willing to do whatever it takes to
make that happen."

The five oftball field of the lcInni h ompl x w re originally con tructed in
19 0 with a native clay/loam oil profile. The outfield and the non- kinned area of the
infield were e tabli hed with common Bermudagra turf. I P rcent lope wa
de igned to channel urface water toward the outfield and off the playing urface.

'I hese softball field were renovated in 2000, becau e they were all gra field.
Ward ay "Over the year the kinned area mat rial around the ba e had built up,
actually creating hump. \\'e had to remove not only the existing turf, but also all that
exce material, to con truct totally kinned infield. To complicate matter, thi project
wa in proce during an unu ually rainy period, 23 inche in all. We till completed it
in time to hold our pring event a cheduled."

The materialu ed for the infield and the warning track i a c mbination of red
clay and of a reddi h-brown color and decornpo d granite sand, both blended with
oil conditioner. Ward ays, "Twelve pound of infield conditioner per ton of infield

mix ha been the perfect mixture for our field. In 2001, we had fewer rainout day
than the other municipal fields in the Dalla area. 'We had no tournament rainout ,
even with torm hitting the night before the event, and that' without the u e of a dry-
ing agent."

The Champion hip "GREEl " Field i urrounded by a black vinyl covered eight-
gauge chain link fence. It i 25 feet high around the back top, 15 feet high pa t the
dugout, and feet high around the re t of the field. The crew con tructed a l2-foot
wood wall in left field that attache into th f ncing along the 300-foot deep outfield
fence. Behind the right-center field fenc i a' tate of the art' LED coreboard.
Down the line and around the outfield fence i a tlO-foot, "three tep," warning
track that notifie the player of the approaching fence. The eating ha capacity
for 1 000 pectators. The gra area around the field can be et \\ ith additional
temporary eatinz or the fan can et up their own picnic during the game.

Babbitt avs, "\Ve kn w the conyer ion tokinned infi Id
would require extra field preparation time, but improved
field quality. To help reduce both the daily and the
between-game prep time, we in talled eparate
irrigation y tem for the infield of all the oft-
ball fi leI . Ther are four zone on the infield y-
tem, all u ing rotary head. ne head i located
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edging, and tra h pick up. The ballfield are mowed twice a week, to a one-inch height,
with a f e-reel ride-on mower. The complexe ' non-field turf i mowed once a week. The
crew leader focu e on the irrigation y tem ,th ecurity and field lighting y tem , and
the field condition and afety in peetion , including the bleachers and fencing, as well as
the playing urface. Both crew combined \ ork on a rotating 6-cla chedule so we kend
maintenance i covered. Three people cover the week nd d tail, and get the follo, ing

onda off. Th arri e at 4:00 or 5:00 and do all the tournam nt pr paration.
The field ho t pla for everything from recreational port to compan league

t am to 10\ pitch major oftball and girl fa t pitch competiti e tournament. The
taff put up the 200-foot tempera port fence and mo e the base for fast pitch

game. Th majority of pla u e the standard field configuration.
Babbitt and cud both laugh a the not that taff acations mu t typicall be

packed into the only e tended period of downtime, December, pring field prepara-
tion start in January with pla in full wing b ' February. The 've made adju tment to
the overall maintenance program to compen ate for the high level of fi Idu e. For
example the 've opted to avoid the surfa e di ruption of core aeration, and compen-
ate with an aggre ive lice a ration chedulc.

eather-related i ues, u h a a da or two of rain, mean the taff must pu h even
harder to catch up. The nature enter within the comple adds a few challenges a
well. The taff i igilant in eliminating weed and in ect inva ion and take an aggre -
ive pro-acti e approach to fire ant control. Becau e the com pIe 'i clo to a ri er, the

City' environmental ervice genera]) apply mo quito control once in the pring and
once in the ummcr.

The mo tum! ual nature center invader have been the armadillo. Babbitt say,
"During drought condition a few ear ago, the onl green turf remaining was on the
irrigated turf of our athletic field. ArmadiJlo were eeking out thi green turf at night
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and tearing up the fields in their search for grubs. It looked lik a bunch of golfers had
been chipping shots. The crev clos d off everything they could and even put tra h
can in front of the dugout to top the attacks. Then, early one morning, on of our
crew members watched in amazement a a crafty armadillo climbed up one side of our
chain link fence and down the other. 0 v e hifted our focu from pr vention to
repair."

ard name the lighting at the championship field as the bigge t challenge. It
was in tallcd in 19 0, during the original con truction. lIe a s, "Becan e the y tern
i outdated, \: e are con tantly having balla t and bulb burn out. We've also pent
con iderable time redirecting the light, but have been able to keep th light at 31
candlepower. \i ith all th other projects in development, it will be a while longer
before we can con ider replacement of th y tem."

ith 0 man public athletic fields to maintain, and with a limited municipal budget,
field quality depend on staff commitment and dedication to providing the be t po ible
playing urfaces. Babbitt say, "Becau e of the incredibl job our staff does, no one could
t II how much oftball i played on thi field ju t b looking at it.

"League oftbaJI tart in February and ends in ovember. It ch duled si night a
v eek unday through Frida. Beginning in March, and nding in etober, we have
tournament almo t every weekend. The run all da aturda and sometimes continue
into unday morning. Thi field is used 235 da a year, with a minimum of thrc
game and a man a twelve game a day.

"There are 154 team in our league. typical night will put four game on the
field between 6:30 and 10: 30 P . The fir t tournament of 2002 dr w 64 teams; the
econd 40 team. Each put 12 game on the field on aturda and games on unday.

e e timate that overall, 90 games per year are pIa ed on this field. Thank to our
taff, it look like each game i the fir t of the ea on." ST
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