STMA in Action

Chapter regional conference

calls spark idea flow

he leaders of STMA's 23 affiliated Chapters and of many of the groups in the
process of forming Chapters joined together to share ideas between March 26

and April 2. Abby McNeal, CSEM, Chair of the Chapter Relations

Committee, and Dave Rulli, STMA Board Member Liaison to this
Committee, have liv\chnpt'd a nationwide network, grouping the
Chapters within six regions, with a Regional Contact estab-
lished for cach region.

Regional Contacts are: Dan Douglas, Region 1; Boyd
Montgomery, CSFM, Region 2; Connie Rudolph, CSFM,
Region 3; Bill Marbet, Region 4; Tom McAfee, Region 5; and
Bill Murphy, Region 6. Suz Trusly serves as the STMA
Headquarters Chapter Contact.

The Chapters and forming Chapters within each Region
meet in the spring and again in the fall by Conference Call
with the Regional Contact, Abby, Dave, and Suz, This provides a
forum for discussion of problems and a sharing of information and
ideas. [t's the second vear for these Conference Calls. They were
dey eloped as a means of continuing the interaction between Chapters
developed in the annual Chapter Officers raining and ldea Exchange
Session (COTS) held in conjunction with the STMA Annual
Conference in January each vear.

Both the COTS gathering and the Regional Conference Calls are

funded by the generous support of STMA Chapter Sponsors: Gold Level,

John Deere; and Silver Level, Alpine Services, In¢; Hunter Industries,

Stabilizer Solutions, and Syngenta.

involved. It’s a networking bonanza!

During these spring calls, Abby and Dave also reported on the Chapter-related seg-

ments of the STMA Strategic Plan, including the progress made to
date, and the initiatives to be undertaken in the future.
For example, one initiative from 2001, the STMA
Speakers Bureau, has moved from an idea to a reality.
Those interested in serving as a speaker at the Chapler,
Regional and/or National levels are invited to fill oul
the form as posted on the STMA Websile, or contact
STMA Headquarters for a printed copy of the form.
The information gathered will be compiled for use in
program planning by Chapters, State and Regional
Turlgrass Program Committees, other groups seeking
sports turf related speakers, and the STMA
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STMA Chapters are definitely in Action! Just check
out the events listed below, or for even more detail, go to
the STMA Website: www.sportsturfmanager.com. On the
website, vou'll find a master listing for Chapters, along with
links to each chapter’s STMA WebPages and, where Chapters
have their own Websites. links to those as well.
STMA members report that the networking component of their
participation in their Chapter and in the National (International)
organization is one of the greatest resources they have. 1t's the best

forum for sharing information, tracking down answers to tricky ques-

Chapter leaders discuss ideas for trade shows, vendor field day tions, solving difficult problems, and hundreds of other areas of sup-

exhibits, and equipment demonstrations; programs for seminars, field days
and seminars on wheels; methods for developing better newsletters and web-

sites: un_;;mu.:t:m1<|| ideas: and many other ||l|lil'ﬁ that fit the needs of those
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port. Working together, sports turf managers are raising the level of pro-
fessionalism throughout the industry, always striving to provide the best

sports surfaces for all levels of play. ST

Tennessee Valley Sports Turf Managers Association
(TVSTMA): TVSTMA will hold an event on May 23 al
the Franklin Road Academy in Nashville. Other upcom-
ing TVSTMA Events are as follows: June 12 Al Dy
Vendor Show in Jasper, TN; June 25: Joint meeting with
Tennessee Turfarass Association al the University of
lennessee in Knoxville: and July 18: Bellevue Baptist
Church in Memphis, TN.

For information on the TVSTMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call Bill Marbet, Southern Athletic
Fields, Inc.. at 931-380-0023 or 800-537-8062.

MO-KAN Sports Turf Managers Association: The
MO-Kan Chapter will hold a Summer Turi
Management Field Day from 5:00 AM to 2:00 PM on
June 19 at a Blue Valley School District location to be
announced, This event will focus on all aspects ol

Bermudagrass establishment and maintenance on sand

http://www.sportsturfmanager.com * STMA

base and native soil fields and will contain a laser grad-
ing session which will include the mathematics of dual
-\]np(- laser grading, laser grader setup and the opportun-
tv tor vou to operate 4 grader blade with laser controls
For information on the MO-KAN STMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call Jody Gill at 913-239-4121; Gary
Custis at 816-460-6215, or Mike Green at 913-208-6158

Minnesota Chapter STMA: The Minnesota
Chapter is planning a spring workshop for May 14 al
Bethel College and Seminary. More details will be
.Hilml]nt't'tl SO0

For information on the Minnesota Chapter, or
upcoming events, contacl Jeff Hintz, Bethel College &
Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota at tel. 651-635-6075 or ¢-

mail: Fhintz@bethel .edu

Florida Chapter #1: The Florida Chapter will hold

a Sports Equipment Field Day and Demonstration at
Parkland on May 14. The educational focus is on pre-
ventive maintenance for irngation systems and equip-
ment

For information on the Florida Chapter, or pending
aclivities, call John Mascaro at 954-341-3115

Sports Turf Managers Association of Arizona: The
Arizona Chapter will meet on May 16 al the Tueson
Parks and Recreation Hi-Corbett Field for moming edu-
cational sessions and a tour. The afternoon session will
include a tour of the Karsten Turf Facility. The Chapter's
Second Annual Golf Tourmmament will be held on June 7
at Sanctuary Golf Course at Westworld. For tournament
information, contact Scott Yakel at 602-315-6500 or
Brian Johnson at 480-965-3590. The Turf in the Pines
educational seminar will take place on June 14, Contact
IFelip Garcia at 928-774-2568
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For information on the chapter, or upcoming
events, contact Bill Murphy, at e-mail:
bmurphy@eci.scottsdale.az.us or tel. 480-312-7956,

Keystone Athletic Field Managers Organization
(KAFMO/STMA): Beacon Ballfields, in association
with the Kevstone Athletic Field Managers
Organization (KAFMO), is conducting two field
maintenance seminars in Pennsylvania. The first will
be held on Tuesday, May 21, at Delaware Valley
College in Doylestown. The second is scheduled for
June 5 at Cranberry High School in Seneca. Both
seminars will feature former Baltimore Orioles head
groundskeeper, Paul Zwaska, who is now general
manager for Beacon. Topics in the seminar are
designed to educate groundskeepers, coaches,
and facility managers with the emphasis placed
on field maintenance materials, equipment,
and maintenance practices: The day-long semi-
nar consists of a morning classroom session fol-
Jowed by an early afternoon on-field session.

For more information on these seminars call
Beacon Ballfields at 800-747-5985. For informa-
tion on the KAFMO/STMA Chapter or other
upcoming events, contact Dan Douglas, Reading
Phillies Baseball Club, at tel. 610-375-8469, ext.
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Ohio Sports Turf Managers Association
(OSTMA): The OSTMA chapter will hold a spring
workshop in the Cleveland area with Baldwin
Wallace College and the Akron Aeros on May 22.
Check the website for more details and a registration
form.

The OSTMA will host a summer workshop with
the Toledo Mudhens on June 26 at the brand new
5/31d Field in downtown Toledo. Educational sessions
will be conducted by Jeff Limburg, head sports field
manager, and the OSTMA, The MISTMA Chapter
also has been invited to participate. Tickets will be
available so attendees can catch the ballgame following
the workshop

For information on the OSTMA Chapter, or
upcoming events, call OSTMA Headquarters at 740-
4524541 or Boyd Montgomery at 419-855-1982; or visil
the chapler’s website al www,glstma.org

lowa Sports Turf Managers Association: The lowa
Chapter will hold a Softball Workshop at the
Burlington Regional Ree Plex on May 22, A New
Construction and Renovation Workshop 1s scheduled
for June 25 at Grinnell College

For information on the lowa Chapler, or upcoming
activities, contact Lori Westrum of The Turf Office al
tel. 515-232-8222, or fax 515-232-8228, or e-mail:

Lon@ il)\k'.ltllrl}_;rus\_nrg.

Midwest Chapter STMA: The Midwest Chapter
will hold a “Back to Basics” Baseball/Softball
Maintenance Clinic in early June. This will include a
hands-on workshop covering mound construction,
infield maintenance, turf care, water removal tech-
niques, and equipment demonstration. The location
and date will be announced soon. The Chapters Tour
on Wheels will be held in late August.

For information on the Midwest Chapter, or pend-
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ing achivitics, visit the Chapter’s website,
http:mestma.org/, or call Libby Baker at 847-263-7603 or
email Bake60ftbin@aol.com.

Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association: The
Colorado Chapter is planning a Baseball/Softball
Seminar at the City of Westminster on June 5. Also in
the planning stages is a Summer Workshop covering soc-
cer/football/baseball/softball maintenance. This event
will be held at the City of Aurora.

For information on the Colorado Chapter, or

upcoming activities, visit the Chapter's website,
www.CSTMA.org, or call the CSTMA Chapter Hotline
at 303-346-8954.

Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association
(MiSTMA): The Michigan Chapter's annual miceting will
be held June 20 at Okemos High School. MISTMA also
will join the Ohio Chapter for a summer workshop with
the ‘loledo Mudhens on June 26 at the brand new 5/3rd
Field in downtown Toledo. The MSUMTE/MISTMA
field day will be hosted by the MTF at Michigan State
University on August 13. This event will team sports turf
managers and business managers with a focus on the busi-
ness end of maintaining sports fields

For information on the (:h;lplcr or pending
events, email Amy Fouty, University of Michigan, a
foutv@umich.edu, or go to www.mistma.org to visit

the chapter’s new website,

Southern California Chapter: For information on
the Southern California Chapter, or pending activities,
call Ron Kirkpatrick at 858-453-1755

Northern California Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Nor-Cal
Chapter, or pending events, call Janet Gift at 530.758-
4200,

The Greater LA Basin Chapter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association: For information on the Chapter
or pending events, call Steve Dugas, California State
University-Fullerton, at 714-2758-3929 or email

sdugas@fullerton.edu

Gateway Chapter Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the Gateway Chapter,
or upcoming events, call Mike Krone, Missouri Baptist

College, 314-392-2328 or email krone@mobap.edu.

Indiana Chapter: For imformation on the Indiana

Chapter, or pending activities, call Terry Updike, B & B
Fertilizer, at 219-356-8424.

Nebraska Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Nebraska Chapter, or upcoming
events, call Gregg Bostelman, City of Grand Island, at
308-385-5426.

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey:
lor information on the New Jersey Chapter, or upcom-
ing events, call Fred Castenschiold at 908-722-9830; or
call Eleanora Murfitt, at 908-236-9118; e-mail to
SEMANJCHAPTER@ netscape.net.

Mid-Atlantic Athletic Field Managers
Organization (MAFMO Chapter STMA): For
information on the MAFMO Chapter, or pend-
ing activities, call the Hotline at 410-290-5652.

North Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the North Texas
Chapter, or pending activities, contact Scott
Piecha at §17-831-4505 or .\'spicc|l;l('.”-'au|.tmn or
Rene Asprion at 972-647-3393, or visit the web-

site ab www.nishma.org,

South Texas Sports Turf Managers
Association: For information on the South “Texas
Chapter, or upcoming events, call Craig Potts,
Texas A & M University, at tel. 979-458-85841, or c-mail:

CPotts@athleties.tanm.edu.

Virginia Sports Turf Managers Association: For
information on the Virginia Chapter, or upcoming
events, contact: Chapter Vice President, Randy
Buchanan, County of Henrico Recreation and Parks, via
e-mail: buc06@co henrico.va.us or at tel. 804-261-8213.

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers Association: l'or
more information on the Wisconsin Chapter, or other
pending events, call Richard Miller at 608-756-1150.

Chapters on the Grow

Pacific Northwest: For information on the chapter
forming in the Washington/Oregon area, contacl in
Washington, Jay Warnick at 425-893-5130 or
JavW@Seahawks.com or in € Jregon, Mike Wagner al
541-346-5436 or MWagner@Oregon.UQOregon.edu.

Georgia: For information, contact Lori ‘Turck at 770-
928-1580 or gastma@carthlink.net.

Kt‘lllllck_\': For information, contact Tom Nielsen
at TNiclsen@batsbaseball.com or Aaron Boggs at
AVBoggs@nelscape.net.

Las Vegas: For information on the chapter develop-
ing in Las Vegas, contact Rod Smith, Grounds
Manager/Cashman Center at e-mail: rims@lyevi.com or
al tel. 702-386-714),

New York: For information on the chapter forming
in Central New York, contact Kevin Meredith, National

Soccer Hall of Fame, at e-mail: Kevin@wpe.com or al

tel, 607-432-2953. ST
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