
.paAT.TUAI=~

Get ahead
from a distance
My first encounter with "distance education" was a scat in the back row of 200-level collcge

French class. I figured the more distance between thc instructor and me the les likeli-
hood of her a king to hear my French.

Two years ago I took a nonfiction \\Titing course from a ew York chool via the Internet. Hesitant
initially after coughing up nearly 400, I quickly was ab orbed in the a signmcnt and critique, and
enjoyed the experience so much I igncdup for another online course from the arne folk.

"Distance learning" i easier than ever to experience bccau e of the Internet, but tho e who
prefer pencil and paper also have many option when it comes to advancing their turfgrass man-
agcmcnt education." [any universities arc 'reaching out beyond campus' via the Internet as well
as traditional correspondence courses," ay Dr. Keith Karnok of the Univer it)' of Georgia' Crop
and Soil cicnces Department.

Dr. Karnok know a working turf manager who gladl) rcimbur e his staff upon their receiving
a Certificate from llCA' Continuing Education Unit (CEll) program. "These aren't college cred-
it but the unit credits arc recognized by group uch as CCS and Profe sional Lawn Care
Association of America," he ays.

Georgia has a new turf management program for college credit that leads to "certification." In
the 28-credit hour program, students take horticulture and turfgras clas: c , plu two electives such
as accounting, 'panish, or businc management. "There are not any distance learning programs
that lead to a college degree," says Dr. Karnok, and he should know .incc he volunteer his time a
editor of Turfgrass \Ianage111ent Information Director)', \\ hich li t (among a ton of info) certifica-
tion programs, corte .pondence cour es, and turf management program'>. (For a copy call 00-4 7-
2323.)

,\t Penn tate, Dr. ,\1 Turgeon, cnior faculty coordinator for the \Vorld ampu Turfgra'>s
\lanag mcnt prcwram, ays, "\ c've extended our reach to all 50 tate, but our goal i to reach
worldw ide. \ c won't b atisficd until we have students on e\'er~ continent \\ here turfgra s is
important."

Penn State launched it Internet-based turfgra program 4 ) ears ago \\ ith a single cour e,
"Introduction to Turfgra s vlanagemcnt," \\ hich had onl, 10 tud nts. Toda, the program ha
srow n to more than 1,400 enrollment and offer two certificate: Turfgras 'vlanagcmcnt and
\ch'anced Turfgras \lanagement.

"What we teach are those ba ic principles that are relevant globally. Our tudent need to be
able to think globall~ about turfgra s issue'> and b able to appl. tho e principl \\ hercver th ~

go," says Turgeon. The cxpcricnc and in ight the tudcnt bring to th clas es arc
\'er~ valuable. "It' th clo c t thing to a true lcaminz community E\el) body
learns from everybody, even the instructor," he ays.

Ceorgia and Penn, tate are ju t two of man~ univcr itic offering dis-
tance learning for turf managers and would-be turf manager. The spe ial-
i/ation in the workplace trend i n't going C1\\a~, 0 any certificate or other
paper you earn hould be accompanied b~ a pa~ rais or better job.

Comments always welcome.
Call Eric at 630-678-0054, fax 630-678-

0334, email eschroder@aip.com. or send
to PO Box 67. Lombard. Il, 60148.
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