
Around the Grounds

Athletic Field
Fencing 101

Though many readers may be familiar with safety regulations for athletic
field fences, others may not. Here we present some standards for those
readers to consider when putting together a new field or renovating all

existing facility. Failure to keep pace with standards
changes could ultimately put you in a no-win ituation in
event of accidents and litigation.

The entire field must be fenced. Fence height ranges
from 4 ft. for youth fields to 8 ft. for scholastic and adult fields
to prevent those leaping for balls from going headfirst over
the fence. Six-foot fences are acceptable but not ideal.

Fences should be sturdy enough to withstand an athlete's
weight as well as serve as a windscreen. For baseball fields,
the fence should start at 8 ft. as it leaves the backstop and
goes around the circumference of the field, including in front
of the dugouts.

The top of the fence should be covered with a colorful
vinyl tube to protect players from injury and to serve as a reference point. The
fencing should be attached on the field side of the pole, with all attachment and
prongs on the outside of the fence.

The fence should be tretched down from the top to the ten ion rail on the
bottom. It should be no closer than 25 feet to the sidelines or foul line " but prefer-
ably 50-75 feet. The fence is there to protect both player and pectator.

Thi material provided by Dr. tthur H. litielstaedt, Jr., and the Recreation
Safety Institute, Ronkonkoma, 1 .

CHAIN LINK FENCE GUARDS
Fence uardThl protecti e covers for chain link fencing from Partac Peat
Corp. are now available in si color - afety yellow, dark green, red,
white, blue, and orange-as well a two grades-premium and standard.
The e -resi tant, pol ethylene co er protect pla er from injurie and
pro ide a di tinctive look to our fencing.

Fence uard come in carton of ten -ft. ection with fifty -in.
re istant tie for ecuring every 2 feet to fence. 5- ear manufacturer'
limited warranty i offered.

or afety and uniform appearance, you hould remove crown from
the top of fence po t so that the entire fenc top i co ered; end can
be butted or overlapped, and the product i ea to cut, a the manu-
facturer.

Bottom Cuard''", hich erve the arne afety and appearance pur-
po e, al 0 reduces erosion and ea e w ed cutting.
PARTAC/BEAM CLAY
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Baseball spedfics
If chain link i used both the top and bottom of the mesh

mu t be knuckled (and preferably covered). If pla: tic fabric with
bendable vertical upport is used, mu t not have any protru ion .

o olid wood or metal igns or plate' . hould be fa tened to the
inside.

If the fence i a olid material, mount a pad on it!
The overhang should he big enough to contain foul balls that

would impact surrounding area in u e. If an overhang will not be
effective, u e netting. The backstop ITIlI t he con tructcd of l-in.
m sh to prevent climbing. The ideline fence must extend from
the backstop at lea t 20 feet beyond fir t and third base. ST

COLOR BARRICADES
Barco Products' durable, pol prop lene

olor-Cade are uitable for porting e ents
and other crowd control application .
Weighing Ie than 30 lb . each, the ne t
for ea torage. olor-Cade are available
in 6 colors-r d, orange, yellow, green
blue and white-and are 7 "L 39" H
19.5" W. Price tart at 14 . 5 and
decrea e per unit in bulk.

BARCO PRODUCTS
For more information, circle 171
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