
YOUR "ONE-STOP SOURCE"
FOR AMERICA'S LEADING

BASEBALL SURFACES & SUPPLIES

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE
...SINCE 1922

USED BY OVER 100 PRO TEAMS,
OVER 600 COLLEGES, PLUS THOUSANDS
OF TOWNS & SCHOOLS WORLDWIDE.

SPECIAL MIXES FOR INFIELDS,
PITCHER'S MOUNDS & HOME PLATE AREAS.

REGIONAL INFIELD MIXES
AND RED WARNING TRACKS

FOR EVERY STATE & CLIMATE!
PLUS INFIELD CONDITIONERS

TO IMPROVE EXISTING INFIELDS:

IF TOO HARD AND POORLY DRAINING!

THE REDDER, LESS DUSTY, MORE UNIFORM
SOIL CONDITIONER & DRYING AGENT

"SUPER-RED" FOR INFIELDS
"SUPER-GREEN" FOR TURF

FOR CONSISTENT INFIELD CUSHION
IN WET OR DRY WEATHER!

IF TOO SOFT & DUSTY!

STABILIZER®
FOR FIRM, YET RESILIENT, PLAYING SURFACES

TO QUICKLY DRY INFIELDS!
The Original & Most Absorbent is Now

Dill

WHAT
We Came 100 Mile?

Aid You STILL Doit Ute
DIAMOND

DRY!

OVER 200 OTHER INFIELD PRODUCTS!
New Lower Prices!

FENC
Safety Covers for Chain Link
Now in 6 Colors!

HOLLYWOOD* BASES • FIELD MARKING MACHINES
TAMPERS ' DRAG MATS ' YANKEE* " RAKES

WALL PADDING • WINDSCREEN • RAIL PADDING
BATTING PRACTICE COVERS ' RAIN COVERS
PITCHER'S MOUND & BATTER'S BOX PADS

ON-DECK CIRCLES WITH TEAM LOGOS
PERMANENT FOUL LINES & MUCH MORE!

FREE INSTRUCTIONAL BROCHURES
DISTRIBUTION CENTERS NATIONWIDE!

800-247-BEAM
908-637-4191 / FAX 908-637-8421

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, NJ 07838

'The best infield mix I've ever used.
— GEORGE TOMA

Circle 116 on Inquiry Card
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Around the Grounds

My internship with
Mark Razum at Coors Field

B Y D O N F R A N T Z

M y past two summers have been
life changing. I've been fortu-
nate enough to serve as the

first-ever intern for Mark Razum, head
groundskeeper for Coors Field and the
Colorado Rockies. With my interest in
sports turf, especially baseball fields, it
was a dream internship.

When I was younger, my favorite
baseball player was Jose Canseco. I
noticed something special about the
surface that he played on—it looked
perfect to me. I did some homework
and discovered a guy named Mark Razum
took care of that field.

That was a long time ago, and now I
study turf at Colorado State University,
while Mark works in at Coors Field in
Denver. It took some serious marketing of
myself to get the coveted internship, and
when I realized that I was the first intern
that Mark had ever hired, I felt obligated
to not let him down.

In that first season, Raz gave me
chances to do the things that go into cre-
ating a well-manicured MLB park. He
unselfishly discussed his philosophy as
head groundskeeper: that the main objec-
tive is a safe playing surface, and that
aesthetics is not an objective, but rather a
byproduct of a proper field. He said con-
sistency is important and the field should
be tailored as the team's manager dictates.

"Leonardo da Vinci used all of his
senses in creating his art," Raz said once
while I was doing the soil samples. He's
right. This job is different everyday, and
being aware of what's around you, from
the weather that's building, to what birds
are hanging around, and the smell of the
soil helps in seeing the whole picture.

Last year we replaced the turf at Coors
Field. This was a priceless opportunity for
me to see how sod is stripped, the field
laser leveled, and then help lay the big-
roll sod. Midway through we had to order
more sod and another crew member and I
had to estimate how many square feet
were needed. We estimated perfectly; just

one example of how much trust Raz put
in me and the rest of his crew.

Sunshine on his shoulders
Though the Rockies were expecting to

have a great year in 2001, it wasn't to
be, which is hard on the grounds crew,
their biggest fans. But this summer's
internship showed me the management
part of the job, everything from budget-
ing, fertilizer applications (my favorite
thing to do along with aerating), order-
ing products, and personnel management.

My main responsibility was the care
and management of the sod farm (nurs-
ery) outside of the stadium which gave
me a chance to have my own field and
it allowed me do a little turf research
(secretly of course). I also observed how
groundskeeper interacts with his
employees.

So all you sports turf managers, don't
be afraid to hire today's turf students,
and be willing to share your knowledge
and experience with them. We come with
a desire that you might wish all employ-
ees had and we are the professional
groundskeepers of tomorrow. I am grate-
ful for the knowledge that Mark Razum
has shared so graciously with me over
the past 2 years, and I look forward to
representing the sports turf industry
proudly in the future.

Don Frantz is a turf management stu-
dent at Colorado State University in Ft
Collins.
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