
Calendar of Events

arh
We tern R gional Conference,

Radi on Inn Buffalo, Y.
ontact: ew York State
Turfgra ociation ( TA)
PO Box 612 Latham, 12110'
(51 7 3-1229/(800) 873-TURF
( 73)' fax (51) 7 3-1258;
ny ta@ny ta.org. Web ite:
http://www.ny ta.org.

jul 0-22
Outdoor Power Equipment

In titute (OPEl) 1 th annual
International Lawn Garden &
Power Equipment Expo (EXPO
2001 K ntucky Expo ition
nt r Loui ville KY. ontact:
11r E po ition 550 . 4th
ve. Loui ville KY 40202-2504'
00) 55 - 767 or 502) 562-1962'

fa (502) 562-1970. W bite:
http:// po.mow.org.

6 March 2001

Green is gold in Illinois

so just how big is this green industry that we are
involved in? The numbers have been fuzzy and
hard to define, but a recent study in my home

state of Illinois has added some clarity to matter, and
the numbers are staggering.

"Preliminary estimates show that, in 1999, the product and service sec-
tor of Illinoi green indu try generated nearly $2.9 billion in sales," said
Gary Rolfe professor and head of the University of Illinois Department of
atural Re ource and Environmental Sciences.

The e ale figure place the green industry ahead of the more tradi-
tional agricultural commodities in economic importance to the state econo-
my. In compari on total ca h receipts from corn stand at $2.56 million, soy-
bean at 2.1 million, hog and pigs at $646,000 and cattle at $490,000.

'I wa urpri ed by the numbers, ' said Greg Oltman, GRO Horticultural
Enterpri e Inc. of nion, Ill. 'In many ways we are an agricultural indus-
try and the number how that we stack up very well with more tradition-
al agriculture ector.'

Rolfe ee the urveya a rallying point for the industry's many small
a ociation. I don t think anyone had a clue that the green industry was
a large a it turned out to be. It s a very important piece of information
that could help influ nee legi lative initiatives and bring more research
dollar to thi important ector he aid.

The urvey identified more than 9,000 green industry businesses in
Illinoi and mor than 2.3 million end-u ers of green industry products and
rvic . It e timat that the green industry product and service sectors
mploy nearly 74 000 worker with an annual payroll of more than $1 bil-
lion. Overall the green indu try employ a workforce of nearly 160,000 peo-
pI with a payroll more than 1.74 billion.

Th fair market value of all a et directly associated with producing,
lling or maintaining gre n ar a and plant in Illinois is more than $8

billion.

ccording to Rolfe the mployment and income multipliers associated
with th green indu tr ar 1.52 and 2.70 re pectively. This means that for

ry job created within th green indu try, an additional 0.52 jobs are ere-
at d within th ov rall tate economy and for every dollar paid in green
indu tr ag and alari an additional 1.70 in wages and salaries are
paid within th 0 erall tat economy.

Th 0 rall combin d alue of green indu try product sale , service
r c ipt and nd-u r payroll amount to more than 3.9 billion.

or han 2 000 urv que tionnaire were mailed producing an
o erall r pon rat of 31 perc nt. The niver ity of Illinois tudy was
funded in part b a coalition of green-indu try profe ional associations.
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