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er Turf Protection
ic Fields

-b the
WIll r season IS a necessary element.
Cool season turf needs sufficient

To reduce disease susceptibility in
the winter months, good cultural

"Successfully
protecting fields
for the winter
season starts with
preparation."
practices are required. Mowing
height should be lowered to maintain
the traffic on the field and to reduce
the disease susceptibility during off

Recommended
by Perfectionists

Everywhere .!c

The Super GradeMaster
Automatic Laser Grading System

At LaserLeveling, we realize the importance of
perfection, this is why we design box scrapers

specifically for the sports turf industry. The Super
GradeMaster allows you to push and pull material,

giving you more flexibility and control than ever before.
If you're looking to take your grading to a new level,

look to Laser Leveling.
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season (winter months). The type of
turfgrass, field-use and off-season
traffic on the field determines mow-
ing height. Carbohydrate reserves
are an important factor to winter sur-
vival. Leaf surface determines carbo-
hydrate production so special atten-
tion should be given to the timing of
lowering your mowing height as win-
ter grows closer.

Aeration will also help the turf
survive reducing compaction and
allowing turf to drain excessive mois-
ture. It can happen late in the season
during play with a slicing type of aer-
ator so as not to interrupt play or it
can be done after the season with a
core aerator. To combat any possible
winter desiccation after core aera-
tion, dragging of the cores or a top
dressing is required.

If budget and manpower allow,
tarps are another form of protection
from moisture, cold, desiccation and
build-up of snow and ice on the turf.
However, with the turf covered, it is
more vulnerable to disease, especially
due to lack of air movement. It's
important to monitor the conditions
under the tarp throughout the course
of the winter as potential problems
can arise. Remove excessive snow
during the winter on the field, espe-
cially if you're in an area where a
freeze/thaw cycle is common to reduce
ice build-up in particular areas of a
field that might have shade problems.
On the other hand, periods of above-
normal temperatures and excessive
winds also need special attention.
When temperatures allow water to be
penetrated into the soil, irrigate to
counteract the lack of soil moisture.

Winter desiccation results from
dry, windy conditions for an extended
period of the time during the winter'
months and often does not show up
on a field until spring. Your best
defense for winter turf protection is
to regularly monitor your field
throughout the winter and be ready
to act when potential problems pre-
sent themselves on your fields.

Dave Rulli is the sports stadium
manager for Jeffco Stadium, in
Lakewood, Colo. He is a member of
the Colorado Chapter of the STMA,
and has been an STMA member since
1996.

sports TURF• http://www.sportsturfonline.com

'urfL...-~
Blankets

• Early Green-Up
• Enhanced Germination

• Winter Kill Protection
• New Fields & Overseeding
PHONE: 800·455·3392

EMAIL: trnsgl@aol.com
Circle 106 on Inquiry Card.
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