A new

environmental

sports

turf

by R. R. Duncan, Ph.D.

n August, the New Orleans Saints

created a buzz when they installed

natural grass inside the Superdome
for a pre-season game against the Green
Bay Packers. To fulfill the special, low-
light requirements for this unprecedent-
ed project, the team turned to paspalum,
a new grass that’s showing promise for
athletic turf applications.

Scientifically referred to as
Paspalum vaginatum, the grass is
known by several common names:
seashore paspalum or siltgrass in the
United States, and saltwater couch in
Australia. While the grass is a
“cousin” to dallisgrass and bahiagrass,
it more closely resembles hybrid
bermudagrasses in appearance,
growth habit, and quality.

The Saints installed Salam, Southern
Turf Nurseries’ proprietary selection of
paspalum that had been used in other
applications throughout the world.

Origin

Paspalum is a perennial grass
that has both stolons and rhizomes.
Normally found between 30- and 35-
degree North-South latitudes, the
grass’ primary center of origin lies
in the fine-textured ecotypes of
South Africa and the coarse-tex-
tured ecotypes of both Africa and the
Americas. It propagates vegetative-
ly, and acts similarly to hybrid
bermudas.

Establishment
Vegetative material — sprigs,
stolons, and rhizomes — can be

planted at a rate of 200 to 600
bushels per acre. Grow in time
approximates 90 days in conditions
of proper fertility and moisture.

The fertility package for estab-
lishment and grow-in is also similar
to that of the bermudas. Highly sol-
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WHY DO MAJOR UNIVERSITIES, THE MAJOR LEAGUES, AND N.F.L.
TEAMS CALL CYGNET WHEN THEY NEED EMERGENCY REPAIRS OR
NEW INSTALLATIONS? (not to play ball)

STRIPPED JACOBS FIELD
CLEVELAND INDIANS

INSTALLED OHIO STATE (AND
STRIPPED) 2" THICK TURF 48" ROLLS

FOR fewer, tighter seams
stability and performance
when you are ready to install,

give CYGNET a call
..BECAUSE CYGNET PERFORMS!!!

INSTALLED CLEVELAND INDIANS
IN 42” AND 48” ROLLS

NEW from CYGNET: We are able to prescription strip a sportsfield in hours (stripped
Ohio States entire football field in six hours) with our new machine.

CYGNET is able to harvest 48" WIDE ROLLS consistently from very thin to over 2" YOU CAN'T INSTALL
thick. We can install these rolls without pulling or pushing them along the ground (no TURF BETTER
stretching or tearing). Our patented machines carry the rolls, turn them at ground speed,
and install down a comfortable slide for tighter seams. Tu RF
-* Equipment
NO ONE ELSE CAN MAKE THIS CLAIM
U.S. PAT. #5,215,248 & 5,307,880 Phone: (419) 354-1112
4711 INSLEY ROAD Farm: (419) 655-2020
NORTH BALTIMORE, OHIO 45872 Fax:  (419) 352-1244

Call 1 (800) 817-1889 use Fast Fax #1060999 and/or Circle 106 on Inquiry Card
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Continued from pg. 14 e QOcean water can be used for

irrigation on some ecotypes.

* Recycled water (gray, effluent)
can be used for long-term irrigation.

* The grass features minimal pes-
ticide requirements.

* Compared to current bermuda
sports fields, paspalum needs 1/3 to
1/2 less fertilizer for routine mainte-
nance.

* Paspalum’s range of mowing

uble nitrate (NOg) sources, such as
CaNOg, can be used in conjunction
with close mowing (<0.5 inches) and
periodic verticutting to hasten grow-in.

Attributes

A number of characteristics will
make paspalum an important, envi-
ronmentally friendly athletic turf-
grass for the 21st century:

YOU COULD BE
HONORED BY THE PROS!

Why not enter your baseball field in the
Beam Clay® Baseball Diamond of the Year
Awards contest? You need not be a cus-
tomer, member, or subscriber; and there is
no entry fee. You could be featured in
sportsTURF magazine and receive an
official awards plaque.

The Awards are sponsored by Beam
Clay,® sportsTURF magazine, and
the Sports Turf Managers Assoc.

in recognition of excellence and
professionalism in maintaining
outstanding, safe, professional
quality baseball diamonds.

Entries will be judged in three
categories: professional diamonds; college
diamonds; and school, municipal or park diamonds.

Send the information below to enter:
1. Age of baseball diamond (year of installation).
2. Geographic location (city and state).
3. Description of maintenance program.
4. Operating budget for baseball diamond.
5. Irrigation. None Manual Automatic
6. Total number of maintenance staff for field.
7. Does baseball field have lighting for night games?
8. Number of events on baseball diamond per year.
9. Types and number of events on diamond other than baseball.
10. How many months during the year is the field used?
11. Why do you think this field is one of the best?
12. IMPORTANT: Send two copies of entry and two identical sets of color
photos.

Deadline for entries: Entries must be postmarked no later than
October 30. Selection of winners will be made by the
Awards Committee of Four Major League Head Groundskeepers.

Mail entries to:
Beam Clay Awards
Kelsey Park

Great Meadows, NJ
07838

Call 1 (800) 817-1889 use Fast Fax #1070999 and/or Circle 107 on Inquiry Card

16 sportsTURF e http://www.sportsturfonline.com

Fraser YMCA in Hinesville, GA,
nted paspalum on its soccer field
in June 1998. This October-1998
hoto was taken just prior to
ceginning play. Courfesy: R. Duncan

heights includes the following:
0.125-inch golf greens or bowling
courts, 0.5- to 0.75-inch soccer
fields, and 0.5- to 1.0-inch football
fields.

* The grass’ soft, cushioning tex-
ture can help prevent skin abra-
sions, ankle and knee problems,
and “turf toe.”

* [ts leaf texture is cosmetically
similar to that of hybrid bermudas,
but paspalum features more layers
of leaves for a thicker canopy.

* Low-light tolerance (not tree
shade) makes the grass a good can-
didate for use in domes and arenas
with retractable roofs.

¢ Paspalum withstands wet,
boggy conditions in lowland areas
adjacent to wetlands and in areas
with high water tables.

* Compared to the best cen-
tipedegrasses and bermudas, prop-
erly managed paspalum exhibits
similar, and sometimes superior
drought tolerance.

® The grass roots equally well in
mucks, heavy clays, and pure sands.

¢ Its soil pH adaptability ranges
from 3.6 to 10.2.

* Mower striping patterns on
paspalum last two- to four-times
longer than on burmudas.

* Wear tolerance is similar to
that of hybrid bermudas.

* The grass features a darker
green color than most bermudas.

* Paspalum requires approxi-
mately 50-percent less water than
hybrid bermudas.

Cold tolerance

Paspalum’s major limitation is
its lack of cold hardiness. Like most
hybrid bermudas, the grass’ adap-
tation limits fall in the southern



transition zone.

Current paspalum ecotypes can
grow south of a line from Raleigh,
NC; to Chattanooga, TN; to Little
Rock, AR; to Dallas, TX; to south of

San Francisco, CA. Paspalum
sports fields in the northern transi-
tion zone would need to be covered
with plastic blankets to ensure
winter survival.

Overseeding

Paspalum is the last warm-sea-
son grass to go off-color in the fall.
It requires at least two to three
nights of 26-degree F temperatures
to go completely dormant.

The grass goes off-color three
weeks later than the bermudas, but
it normally comes out of winter
dormancy two weeks later than the
bermudas as well. Paspalum can be
overseeded with most cool-season
grasses, including perennial rye-
grass, alkaligrass, and tall fescue.

<

Ron R. Duncan, Ph.D., is pro-
fessor of turfgrass breeding and
stress physiology at the University
of Georgia.
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Delta Bluegrass Company has the
solution - Tifway 419 and our patented,
exclusively grown Baby Bermuda. These
Hybrid Bermudas are perfectly suited for the
strenuous conditions your turf is accustomed to enduring,.

Washed for your convenience, these warm season grasses are
available on sand, meeting USGA specs, as well as peat soil.

For over three decades, Delta Blugrass has been producing
and installing the industry’s highest quality peat sod. Give us
a call for more informartion on Hybrid Bermudas and other
varieties of our premium sods - Your turf will be glad you did!

DELTA BLUEGRASS

COMPANY

P.O. BOX 307
STOCKTON, CA 95201
800.637.8873 or
209.469.7979

Contractors License
#C-27 752734

Call 1 (B00) 817-1889 use Fast Fax #1080999 and/or Circle 108 on Inquiry Card
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