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EliminateYour
Comers
by Floyd Perry

Since 1839, when Alexander
Cartwright created our
national pastime in Hoboken,

NJ, square corners have been a fact
of life on fields at all levels of play.
Unfortunately, this poses problems
for grounds crews, since you can't
drag square corners with a three-
wheeled vehicle and a pull-behind
drag.

To beat the clock and field condi-
tions, we need to look to other options
for success. Some progressive
groundskeepers have created- changes
which go against the diagrams, but
work in the real world:

Double, turf-covered circles six-foot
in diameter allow four hitters to go
at the same time.

An oblong, ovular fungo area allows
hitters and fielders to stay in the
same area without turf tear-out.

Continued on pg. 38



Tip 0' the Month Continued from pg. 6

A scallop effect around individual bases aids in
quality dragging, and leads to fewer low areas
where players lead off.

Inside scallops reduce turf tear-out where
players make their extra base turns.

Drag-through entrances and exits reduce back-
edge build-up. They also provide a means of com-
pletely removing the drag from the field.

Floyd Perry is author of three books: The Pictorial Guides to Quality
Groundskeeping: I - Covering the Bases; II - There Ain't No Rules; and
III - Maintain It Easy, Keep It Safe. He also produces two videos: The
ABC's of Grounds Maintenance: Vol. 1, Softball; and Vol. 2, Baseball. For
more information, call: (800) 227-9381, or visit his web site:
http://gms.simplenet.com.
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