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Tip o’ the

by Floyd Perry

ince 1839, when Alexander
SCartwright created our

national pastime in Hoboken,
NJ, square corners have been a fact
of life on fields at all levels of play.
Unfortunately, this poses problems
for grounds crews, since you can'’t
drag square corners with a three-
wheeled vehicle and a pull-behind
drag.

To beat the clock and field condi-
tions, we need to look to other options
for success. Some progressive
groundskeepers have created changes
which go against the diagrams, but
work in the real world:

Double, turf-covered circles six-foot
in diameter allow four hitters to go
at the same time.

An oblong, ovular fungo area allows
hitters and fielders to stay in the
same area without turf tear-out.
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