Vendor demonstrations were part of KAFMO
Extension field days. Courtesy: Dan Fowler

Chuck Leeds, Villanova University (right, whitecap) dis-
cusses crumb rubber as a topdressing with one of the

field day groups. Courtesy: Dan Fowler

One vendor talking to a group during the field day.
Courtesy: Dan Fowler
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by Don Fowler, Penn Slate
University Extension Agent (retired)
and KAFMO Board Member

he Keystone Athletic

Field Managers

Organization (KAFMO)

Chapter of STMA held

its summer field day on
August 11, 1999, at the Brandywine
Picnic Park in Pocopson, PA. The
program was jointly sponsored by
KAFMO and Penn  State
Cooperative Extension, with Nancy
Bosold, Penn State Extension
Agent, serving as the Field Day
organizer. Two hundred and fifty
people attended the day-long event
to learn how they might best man-
age their sports fields following the
dry, hot summer. With the meeting
focus maintenance of all-purpose
fields and the timing just prior to
the fall renovation period, attendees
were eager to tap into equipment
demonstrations, and sessions cover-
ing topdressing, irrigation, seeding,
and soil preparation.

Demonstration sites were spaced
around the meeting area. Attendees
were divided into groups and the
groups rotated among the various
demonstration sites.

George Hamilton of Penn State
University was the presenter for
“Techniques for successful renova-
tion from soil preparation to seed-
ing.” Mike Hartley from the
Philadelphia Turf Company pre-
sented, “Irrigation from A to Z:
Understanding water use and deliv-
ery systems.” Chuck Leeds of
Villanova University focused on
“Topdressing and aeration products
and procedures, including composts
and crumb rubber.”

Networking among attendees
was another highlight of the day
with the combination pig roast and
barbecue providing a great forum to
keep those conversations flowing.

The August Field Day was just
part of another very active season
for KAFMO.They once again pro-
vided volunteer field maintenance
assistance at the Little League
World Series in August. This was

followed by another joint venture with
Penn State Cooperative Extension—
three, one-day field maintenance semi-
nars. The seminars were held at
Allegheny College in Meadville, PA, on
September 20; the Cranberry Township
building north of Pittsburgh on
September 21; and the Trinity Middle
School in Washington, PA, on September
22. Each seminar covered the following
topics: dealing with communication
between field user groups and field man-
agers; basic turf management and field
safety; fall renovation practices; and pre-
and post-game field maintenance tips.

Chapter news
Mark your calendars now for STMA's

11th Annual Conference & Exhibition,
“Gateway to the 21st Century,” Jan. 12-
16, 2000, Regal Riverfront Hotel, St.
Louis, MO. For information, contact
STMA Headquarters by e-mail:
SportsTMgr@aol.com, or by phone: (800)
323-3875.

KAFMO: The Eastern PA Turf
Conference and Trade Show will be held
Jan. 11-13 at the Valley Forge
Convention Center in King of Prussia,
PA. The Western PA Turf Conference and
Trade Show will be held Feb. 9-11 at the
ExpoMart/Radisson Hotel in
Monroeville, PA. KAFMO will hold its
annual Athletic Field Conference at the
Holiday Inn at Grantville Feb. 24. The
meeting will feature nationally recog-
nized speakers and vendor displays. For
information, contact Dan Douglas,
Reading Phillies Baseball Club: (610)
375-8469, ext. 212.

Wisconsin: WSTMA will join the
Wisconsin Turf Association to present the
annual Winter Expo Jan. 11-12 at the
Marriott West in Madison, WIL. For infor-
mation, contact Rich Riggs, R. H. Rettler
& Associates, Inc.: (715) 341-2633.

Iowa: The Chapter will participate in
the Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade
Show Jan. 24-26 at the Convention
Center in Des Moines, [A. A special
sports turf track will again be offered.
Featured speakers include: Pete Taylor,
the radio voice of the ISU Cyclones; Dale
Getz, University of Notre Dame; Connie
Rudolph, Midway Stadium; Dr. Dave
Minner, ISU. Dr. Minner will also host a
“show and tell” session titlted, “Your idea
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that works.” Kevin Vos,
Muscatine Soccer Complex;
Dr. Nick Christians, ISU;
Jeff Salmond, Baltimore
Ravens; Luke Yoder, Jowa [
Cubs; Brad Vermeer, City of
Sioux Center; Francois
Hébert, Lanco
Amenagement, Inc.; Dr
William Meyer, Rutgers
University; and United
Airlines Flight 232 Pilot
Captain Al  Haynes.
Roundtable discussions
return this year with the
following topics: “Slow-
Release Fertilizers: Pros &
Cons;” “Rapid Repairs and Tricks of the
Trade;” “Management of Skinned Areas;”
“Using Effluent Water for Irrigation;”
“Surfing the Net;” “Nutrition of Soil-
Based Fields;” “Nutrition of Sand-Based
Fields;” and “Effective Uses of Different
Field Covers.” For information on the
Iowa Chapter or upcoming activities, con-
tact: Lori Westrum at The Turf Office at
(515) 232-8222 (phone) or (515) 232-8228
(fax).

Equipment demonsfrarfon during the field day.

Courtesy: Dan Fowler

Indiana: A Winter Event is in the
planning stages. For information, contact
Terry Updike, B & B Fertilizer: (219) 356-
8424, or Pat Hickner: (800) 672-4273.

MAFMA: For information, contact
the hotline: (410) 290-5652.

Michigan: For information, contact
Rick Jurries, West Ottawa Public
Schools: (616) 395-2364.

Mid-South: For information, contact
Jim Calhoun: (901) 755-1305, or Robert

Nancy Bosold, Penn State Extension Agent and a field
day organizer, introduces the morning session to some
of the 250 field day registrants. Courtesy: Dan Fowler

Bodi: (901) 383-2414.
Northern-California: The
Northern California Chapter of STMA
will be cosponsoring a sports turf pro-
gram in conjunction with the Northern
California Turf and Landscape
Conference on Friday, January 21 at
the Santa Clara Convention Center.
The sports turf program begins at 9:00
am and ends at noon. Bob Milano,
University of California, Berkeley, will

THERE'SA SUPERIOR NEW
RV Jl)’\(), AS! )THATYOUR

CERTIFIED BERMUDAGRASS

Why take on the problems that are cropping up with some of the fraditional
bermudagrasses? Ask for certified TifSport, the new sporisturf developed

especially for athletic fields. I's genefically pure, recovers faster, has a richer
color, superior cold-hardiness, excellent drought tolerance, and if's gefting
rave reviews on both sides of the ball. TifSport. Ask for it by name.

Call 888 584-6598 For the TifSport Grower in Your Area

Developed at the Coastal Plains Experiment Station. Tifton GA by Wayne Hanna, USDA/ARS Geneticist
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open the program with an overview of the STMA and
introductions. Included in the program are: Jay Beals, of
The Beals Group, presenting, “How Clients, Users and
Funding Determine A Product Outcome;” Jim Mendenfall,
of SporTech, Inc., presenting, “Field Turf, A New
Generation of Synthetic Surfaces;” Skip Stevens of Valley
Crest Landscape, presenting “Pac Bell Park, The
Excitement is Building Toward Opening Day;” and John
Donhauser of Enviable Greens, presenting “Aeration,
Aeration, Aeration, Today’s Market Offers Various
Options.” The program will wrap up with a question and

People
walk

...and dance, celebrate, rally, party, commemorate, exhibit and feast...

all over us

While the
Portafloor®
EX System
Protects Your
Natural Turf

Increase The Number
Of Events In Your Facility
With A Portafloor®
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» Durable, high impact polypropylene
material is non-porous and easy to clean

* Roll-up and roll-out design allows quick
and easy transport and installation

= Engineered cross braces create lateral and
horizontal support to protect the grass by
minimizing contact and evenly distributing
weight without digging into the ground
= Moisture retention canopy prevents grass from
drying out or overheating while ventilation slots
allow air and water to reach sub-surfaces

MAKE YOUR
NATURAL TURF
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ol 800-487-7655
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160 N.W. 51st Street, Boca Raton, Florida 33431
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Agent and a field day organizer,
introduces a group to one of the day's
demonstration. Courtesy: Dan Fowler

answer session. For information on
the Nor-Cal STMA Chapter or pending
activities, contact: Janet Gift: 530/758-
4200.

Southern-California: For infor-
mation, contact the hotline: (888)
578-STMA.

Tennessee Valley: For informa-
tion, contact Tom McAfee, Nashville
Sounds: (615) 242-4371, or Bob Hogan:
(888) 224-6426.

Florida #1: For information, contact
John Mascaro: (954) 341-3115.

Midwest: For information, contact
the hotline: (847) 622-3517.

Great Lakes: For information,
contact Joe Zelinko: (800) 897-9714;
or Boyd Montgomery: (419) 885-
1982; or the chapter website Attp://
members.tripod.com | ~glstma.

Colorado: For information, visit:
www.cstma.org, or call the hotline: (303)
346-8954.

Minnesota: For information, contact
Connie Rudolph: (651) 646-1679.

North Texas: For information, con-
tact Rene Asprion, Diamond Pro: (800)
228-2987; or Dr. James McAfee, Texas
A & M University: (972) 952-9220; or
visit website: http:/ [www.ntstma.org.

Chapters on the grow

Arizona: For information, contact: Bill
Murphy, City of Scottsdale Parks &
Recreation Department: (602) 312-
7954; or Kris Kircher, City of Chandler
Parks & Recreation Department: (602)
786-2728.

Kansas City, MO/KS: For informa-
tion on this forming Chapter, contact
Trevor Vance: (816) 504-4271; John
Cundiff: (816) 525-7600; Bill Tritt: (816)
941-4424; Jody Gill: (913) 681-4121; Gary
Custis (816) 468-6215; or Jay Sutton:
(816) 795-8873.

Nevada: For information on this
forming Chapter, contact Ibsen Dow:
(702) 649-1551; or Alan Paulson, Clark
County School District: (702) 799-8724.
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