
NFL grounds crews must maintain the highest
standards of quality in their field preparation
practices. These professionals maintain the

highest profile turf in the country, but they share the
same ultimate goals of every sports turf manager: safe-
ty and playability.

The following techniques help these NFL
groundskeepers maintain professional-quality athletic
turf.

Get ready for football
by Ross Kurcab, Denver Broncos Football Club

A high-quality football field management program
that uses its resources efficiently and meets the needs
of the users is a continual work in progress. Any ath-
letic field is a dynamic and perishable product. It often
seems that I never have the same field in any given
week during the year.

Tiftway Sports, Inc. with over 12
years of experience in athletic
field construction and renova-
tion. For your Turnkey Athletic
field solution. Please call Today!...

Tiftway Sports, Inc.
912-567-2380
Circle 122 on Inquiry Card
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It is this continual change that draws many of us to
the profession. However, this also means that we can-
not manage our fields by a simple "cookbook" recipe.

• There's always the budget
I realize that few fields are allocated the kinds of

resources that NFL fields receive. Some techniques are
simply out of the scope of many turf managers' bud-
gets.

If your administration refuses to fund an upgrade or
product that you think will increase quality, try the
procedure on just one field, or even just one small part
of a field. This way, you can better show the benefits of
your request to the money people.

• Develop and maintain a good field log
I know it can seem cumbersome to stop in the mid-

dle of a project or application to take notes, but a few
minutes spent can be incredibly valuable.

A good field log means never having to calibrate the
same application twice. It's a wonderful planning and
budgeting tool.

When we topdress the fields, for example, I save a
lot of time by simply finding my notes from the last
time we did it: "Tractor at 2500 RPMs, low range, 2nd
gear, hopper setting of 3; used a total of 75 tons of sand
for a rate of 18.75 tons/acre; took three people four
hours to spread and two hours to broom in." It took me
two minutes to write this down, yet it saves about four
man-hours every time we topdress by eliminating the
calibration process .

A good way to start is to simply obtain a desk calen-
dar that has enough room each day for some notes, or
one that allows you to reference more detailed entries.
Give it a try, I think you'll be surprised at how many
different ways it will be useful to you.

• Communicate with field users
Players, coaches, support staff, trainers, adminis-
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Great Sports Striping
At Superb Prices

• Light on your wallet - low initial cost and long life
• Great striping from the shearing reel cut of a National
• Smooth, clean cutting builds hardier, healthier turf
• Easier to sharpen and lower operating cost
• Easier to maintain than rotary riding mower
• Easy rear turning wheel for high maneuverability

Visit us online: www.nationalmower.com1tIIlIII:II. or call: 1-888-907-3463

NATIONAL MOWER COMPANY
~ 700 Raymond Avenue • 51. Paul, MN 55114
-..- Fax (651) 646-2887 Email sales@nationalmower.com

NATIONAL ® is a Registered Trademark of National Mower Company

Nothing makes sports turf look better than a National. The Best Price. The Best Cutting.

Call 1 (800) 817-1889 use Fast Fax #1070899 and/or Circle 107 on Inquiry Card
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Delta Bluegrass Company has the
solution - Tifuray 419 and our patented,
exclusively grown Baby Bermuda. These
Hybrid Bermudas are perfectly suited for the
strenuous conditions your turf is accustomed to enduring.
Washed for your convenience, these warm season grasses are
available on sand, meeting USGA specs, as well as peat soil.

For over three decades, Delta Blugrass has been producing
and installing the industry's highest quality peat sad. Give us
a call for more information on Hybrid Bermudas and other
varieties of our premium sods - Your turf will be glad you did!

P.O. Box 307
STOCKTON, CA 95201

800.637.8873 OR

209.469.7979
Contractors License

#C-27752734

Call 1 (800) 817·1889 use Fast Fax #1090899 and/or Circle 109 on Inquiry Card
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