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Fair.
by Floyd Perry LInes
Ifnewlabor- and cost-saving con-

cepts can be incorporated into
maintenance programs without

sacrificing field safety and playabil-
ity, the whole community wins. A lit-
tle bit of innovative pre-construction
planning can save years of post-con-
struction labor and expense.

For instance, the clay areas of soft-
ball and baseball fields are generally
marked daily, since games require
lines to distinguish fair and foul areas
of play. We've always referred to these
lines as "foul lines," but we have to
remember that if the ball hits the line,
the base, or the pole, it's a fair ball. If
we think in terms of "fair lines," it's an
entirely different ballgame.

Fair lines run beneath the bases,
since the whole base is considered
fair territory. Some progressive

groundskeepers paint the clay surface
to avoid clay build-up and smear
marks after dragging.
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For outfields, a couple of options allow
you to eliminate tedious maintenance
and long-term turf problems. Avoid chalk
or marking powder, since most of these
products don't decompose. After years of

use, they will build up to create bumps.
Many groundskeepers will cut a soil path
that runs the length of the chalk line.

Used in conjunction with a short
cropped mower, a spray aerosol can be
used to mark a field. This gives the field a
neat and clean appearance, and it takes a
minimal amount of effort. Lines will last
approximately seven days. You can add
turf regulators to reduce the turf's verti-
cal growth and increase the life of your
lines.

Some facilities use the edge of the turf
as the fair line. Granted, some kinds of
turf require periodic edging, but this kind
of design reduces line marking and frees
up maintenance time. This practice also
makes it easier for umpires to make a

tough call. This solution is much more
desirable than using damaging, non-selec-
tive herbicides, as pictured. 0

Floyd Perry is author of three books: The
Pictorial Guides to Quality Groundskooping:
I - Covering the Bases; IT- There Ain't No
Rules; and III - Maintain It Easy, Keep It
Safe. He also produces two videos: The
ABC's of Grounds Maintenance: Vol. 1,
Softball; and Vol 2, Baseball For more infOr-
mation, call: (800) 227-9381, or visit his
web site: http://gms.simplenet.com.
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