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by Steve and Suz Trusty

amage happens. For some

D of the most field-stressing

sports, play takes place

come rain, shine, snow, or hail. As

facilities strive to meet community

needs and generate sufficient funds

to continue operations, potentially

damaging events continue to be held
on playing surfaces.

After damage occurs, the job of
providing a safe, playable surface
intensifies. All too often, there is a
very short window of opportunity in
which to accomplish this task. Sports
turf managers need to evaluate the
situation, consider all available
options, and select the solution that’s
most effective, least disruptive, and
within the budget.

To sod, or not to sod

Sometimes there’s no way to bring
existing turf into playable condition
within the available time frame. Turf
may also be damaged beyond repair.
In these cases, sod offers a fast solu-
tion.

As a means of repair, sodding isn’t
necessarily an easy answer. The dis-
ruptive procedure involves removal
of existing turf and replacement with
another section of turf. Time and
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epairs

expense come into play each step of
the way.

You must identify the section of
turf to be removed, and select the
most efficient, least damaging
method of removal. Replacement sod
must be selected, procured, and
transported from its growing site.
Installation must be performed care-
fully to protect surrounding turf
from damage.

Ideally, the seam where installed
sod meets existing turf is minimal. A
smooth, even transition protects the
players.

The seam issue becomes greater
when multiple sections of replace-
ment sod are needed within the same
area. The type and quality of sod and
the skill of those doing the installa-
tion are major factors.

The match game

Field damage seldom happens in
small, barely noticeable parts of the
field. High-traffic, high-visibility
areas experience the greatest wear:
the soccer goal mouth, between the
hash marks of the football field, in
front of the pitcher’s mound, ete.

In any of these areas, a section of
sod with discernible difference in
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color or texture stands out like a cof-
fee stain on the front of a clean white
shirt. Every eye focuses on it.
Replacement sod grown on a soil
profile that exactly matches the soil
profile of the field provides the ideal
match. Marked differences between
two soil profiles pose layering prob-
lems that may affect water infiltra-
tion and percolation rates, effective-
ness of fertilization and pesticide
applications, depth and development
of turf roots, and compaction rates.
Unmatched segments of replace-
ment sod respond differently than
the established turf to basic mainte-
nance procedures, and differences in
turf color and texture increase. If the
sod is to remain in the field, mainte-
nance procedures must be adjusted
to fit turf needs and to reduce barri-
ers between different soil profiles.
The perfect match can be
achieved. Some sports turf managers
grow their own replacement sod in
on-site nurseries. The sod consists of
the same turfgrass varieties and the
same soil profile as the playing field
turf, and it's managed with identical
maintenance practices.
Other sports turf managers work
with the producer who supplied the



field’s initial sod to arrange for a
continuing supply of replacement
sod. The producer agrees to set aside
a predetermined area of matching
sod, and to follow the program devel-
oped by the sports turf manager to
maintain that sod.

The sod farm must be near the
field to reduce time and expense of
transportation. The sod producer
must be capable of cutting and deliv-
ering replacement sod as needed and
on short notice. There will be a cost
for this on-going service, but the end
results can be as effective as those
achieved with an on-site sod
nursery.

In each of these instances, the
length and width of the sod sections
and the depth of the attached grow-
ing medium can be specified within
the limits of those doing the harvest-
ing, transporting, and installation of
the sod.

Washed sod

When the sod’s turfgrass varieties
and turf vigor match the field’s
existing turf, but the soil profile is
incompatible, washed sod may be a
repair option. Standard sod rolls can
be processed through equipment
that washes the growing medium
from the root system. Sufficient time
is required for the bare-roots to knit
into the field’s soil profile before ade-
quate stability is achieved to sup-
port play.

Washed sod is most commonly
used on sand-based fields, where
irrigation and nutrition can be close-
ly controlled to promote rapid root-
ing into the soil profile. Initial costs
are defined by the special handling
involved in the washing procedure,
transportation, and installation.

Which sod?

If matched sod isn’t available and
washed sod isn’t a workable solu-
tion, sports turf managers still have
several options. Turfgrass varieties,

Crews load fresh sod into a machine to
wash soil from the rootzone.
Courtesy: Trusty & Assoc.

texture, and color do matter; but for sports activ-
ity, such factors as the soil profile of the growing
medium, turf vigor and density, and depth and
development of the root system are of equal or
greater importance.

To solve problems of aesthetics, colors can be
blended with turf dye. The sod can also be over-

(Q: What do all of these teams have in common!

Oakland A's
Arizona Diamondbacks
University of Texas Longhorns
San Diego Chargers
University of Southern California Trojans

California Angels

Arizona State University Sun Devils

San Francisco 49ers
San Diego State University Aztecs
San Francisco Giants
San Diego Padres
Los Angeles Dodgers
Oakland Raiders

Arizona Cardinals
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We’ve Been
Quiet Too Long!

We have to admit that since 1969, we at A-G Sod
Farms have been providing a broad selection of
turfgrass varieties for over 300 golf course pro-
jects, as well as a wide array of sports complexes
and parks. And while we’re banging our drum, we
are also very experienced in providing Big Roll
sod, mechanical sprig planting, washed sod and

modern installation techniques. So give us a call
at A-G Sod Farms, and let us assist you in all of
your turfgrass needs.

To place your next order, please call the location nsarest you,

 PERRIS PALMDALE PALM SPRINGS  LAS VEGAS, NV
(800)233-5254  {800)669-4763 {760)345-5544  (702)897-1112

HOLLISTER STOCKTON FRESNO FT. COLLINS, CO
(800)735-7878  [800)588-6882 {209)447-1007  (970)482-6574

For all your technical information, please visit our web sile at www.agsod.com

Call 1(800) 817-1889 use FastFax #1061098 and/or Circle 106 on Postage Free Card
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This machine helps lay big-roll sod.
Courtesy: Trusty & Assoc.

seeded or sprigged with the turf-
grass varieties found in the existing
field.

Stability is always an issue. Sod
roots need time to grow into the
underlying soil profile to provide
stability and solid footing. Before
that knitting occurs, standard-cut
rolls of sod may be too small and
insufficiently anchored by their
depth of soil to stay in place during
the heavy wear of competition. Such
sod can slip under an athlete’s cuts
and turns.

The position of the repaired area
and the type of sport played on it
will also affect the suitability of the
sod: the more aggressive the activity,
the greater the stability level
needed.

Thick-cut sod

There’s seldom enough time for
solid knitting in emergency field
repair, so sod producers have devel-
oped options to provided a greater
degree of temporary stability.

Thick-cut sod is one of these
options. It increases the depth of the
attached growing medium according
to the anticipated level of play. This
helps hold the section of sod in place
for at least one game.

Thick-cut sod is often used to repair
relatively small, but important sec-
tions of the field, such as the goal
mouth area of a soccer field. Sections of
thick-cut sod may be no larger than
those of standard-cut sod, but they're
heavier. Again, precision installation
to reduce the seam factor is a major
issue.

Unfortunately, added stability
comes at the cost of extra effort and
expense. Special machinery is required
to harvest the sod, production time can
be increased, extra material may need
to be removed from the field, and the
technique can produce greater trans-
portation and installation costs.

Big-roll sod

Big-roll sod is another option that
increases immediate stability. This
technique increases the length of the
sod strip dramatically to add weight to
the sod section and to reduce the
seams.

Special equipment is required for
the harvest, transportation, and
installation of big-roll sod. The depth
of the attached soil depends on the
equipment used.
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The same factors that give big-
roll sod its stability make it difficult
to move once it's rolled out.
Generally, it's rolled into place
directly from the harvested roll,
while a large number of individuals
steer the sod strip into place as
tightly as possible.

Again, costs increase due to addi-
tional equipment, transportation,
and labor costs.

Big-roll sod often works well
when you totally resod a field. It’s
also appropriate when concentrated
areas of an existing field have been
damaged, such as the area between
the hashmarks on a football field
from goal line to goal line.

Use it again sod

Movable blocks of turf are an
option for areas that are subjected to
nearly constant wear. These blocks
are comparable to sections of thick-
cut sod, but they’re much bigger.

Additional materials are often
used in the soil profiles of these
blocks to increase root development
and resistance to compaction. The
blocks may be enclosed in some form
of edging material, holding it togeth-
er tightly and providing a mecha-
nism to which cable can be attached
to move the block.

Two or more blocks of equal size
and shape are then used as inter-
changeable modules for a specific
section of the field. While one mod-
ule is in place on the field, the other
modules are actively growing in the
nursery, recuperating from the last
stint in the field and preparing for
the next one. a

Steve and Suz Trusty are partners
in Trusty & Associates based in
Council Bluffs, IA. Steve is executive
director of the Sports Turf Managers
Association.
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Two ol the toughest teams ever to And sod growers? They love it. Because
grace a baseball diamond thrive on now, by using Supranova Supina
this field. One is the Senators and Bluegrass as part of their mixture,
the other is Supranova Supina (‘ - they can deliver a sod product that
Bluegrass from Fine Lawn i & will perform in the shade as well
Research : as withstand heavy traffic. One

This all purpose turfgrass is ﬁf final consideration: it is low grow
great for residential lawns ’ ing which means léss mowing
athletic fields and golf courses WP and more savings
It thrives in those hard to matntain = If you want your team to look and play
shady areas. It grows where other turf its best, make sure your home turl is Fine
grasses are reduced Lo dirt by heavy usage Lawn turl
It is

garessive and rapidly regenerates to Call Fine Lawn today for more information

create denser and thicker turd or for the location of the dealer nearest you
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