From Seed to Soccer:

Bermudagrass You Can Sink
Your Cleats Into
by Brenda Dossey
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Figure 2: Prior to renovation with
Sahara bermudagrass, Carlos
Benavides' turf consisted of a hodgepodge of various cool- and warm-season grasses on a very rough surface.
Courtesy: Seeds West.

hand-held spreaders at a rate of 2 lbs.
per 1000 sq.ft. They raked the soil in
two directions to ensure seed-to-soil
contact.
Sahara seedlings emerged seven
days after seeding. The grounds crew
waited two more weeks to mow the
young grass for the first time. Only 41
days after seeding, the new turf faced
its first soccer tournament.
The Sahara variety held up quite
well. The turf was rolled after the
tournament,
and as figure three
demonstrates, Mr. Benavides was very
happy with its performance.
New and improved varieties
The commercial acceptance
of
Sahara and similar varieties changed
the turfgrass industry's view of seeded
bermudagrass. Today, due to its density and durability, many turfgrass
professionals promote bermudagrass

Figure 3: Only 41 days after seeding,
the new turf faced its first soccer
tournament. Mr. Benavides was very
happy with its performance.
Courtesy: Seeds West.

as an ideal base for all kinds of sports
turf. Worldwide usage of bermudagrass seed for turf has grown an estimated 40 percent since 1990.
Interest in establishing bermudagrass turf from seed and acceptance of
varieties like NuMex Sahara fueled a
demand for the development of more
seeded varieties.
Turf professionals
wanted continued improvement of turf
density and overall quality, starting at
the level of the seed.
In 1994, a new group of improved
turf-type seeded bermudagrasses met
these demands. New varieties, such
as Sultan and Yuma, featured significant improvements
over Common
bermudagrass,
but also provided
increased turf density and improved
overall turf quality over NuMex
Sahara.
Current trends
The use of bermudagrass for general purpose and sports turf applications
continues to increase. The new denser
seeded bermudagrasses are earning
respect for improved characteristics on
golf course fairways and sports fields
around the world.
In less than 10 years, seeded turftype bermudagrass has experienced
tremendous advances. Over 15 varieties of seeded turf-type bermudagrass
are currently commercially available.
Turf professionals now have a range of
options when choosing certified seeded
bermudagrasses and certified seeded
bermudagrass blends for their projects.
What does the future hold for seeded bermudagrass varieties? Turf professionals continue to seek varieties
that possess greater turf density and
improved overall turf quality, while
retaining greater similarity to vegetative bermudagrasses. New varieties of
the next century will also attempt to
improve cold tolerance for transition
zone and shaded area usage.
It may not be possible to predict
exactly what the seeded bermudagrass
of the future will look like, but one
thing is certain: bermudagrass from
seed isn't just common anymore.
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"On our playingfields,
we can't afford to have
anything but the best
grass available."
AndreBruce, Head Groundskeeper,

Kansas City Chiefs facilities

That's why the KC Chiefs use Magnum Blend
featuring Omni and Penguin Perennial
Ryegrasses. Magnum withstands the stress of
heavy play,low mowing, and regenerates
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