
The Sports Turf Managers Association issued awards
of special recognition during its 9th Annual
Conference and Exhibition held January 14-18,

1998, in Orlando.
The Harry C.GillAward, STMA Groundskeeper of the

Year, was presented to Eugene Mayer, technical training and
support manager for the Scotts Company ofMarysville, Ohio.
The Gill Award is one of the four Founders Awards, the

most prestigious honors issued by STMA. It takes its name
from one of the organization's original founders, a man leg-
endary for his support of STMA's goals and standards. The
award recognizes an individual's long-time service and com-
mitment to STMA and to those same goals and standards.
Eugene Mayer has given extraordinary service to STMA.

He has filled vital roles as a board member and as commer-
cial vice-president, and he's just completing a two-year stint
in the office of secretary. In addition, Mayer coordinated the
annual conference as both committee member and exhibits
chair. His commitment to STMA and his guidance of the asso-
ciation's growth and development have been outstanding.
The Dick Ericson Award, another of the Founders

Awards, draws its name from the organization's first presi-
dent (1981-1982). This award honors excellence in planning
and execution of sports turf management.
The 1997 Dick Ericson Award recipient is Merton

Johnson, California State University-Fullerton's sports turf
manager. During his 30-year career in sports turf manage-
ment, Johnson has made significant contributions to the
facilities under his management and to the industry as a
whole.
The George TomaGolden Rake Award takes its name

from another STMA founder. Toma is a long-time STMA sup-
porter who continues to serve as a mentor for many of those
in the sports turf industry. The recipient of this award
demonstrates the "and then some" spirit that is so much a
part of Toma's approach to sports turf management. The
recipient of the 1997 Golden Rake Award is Timothy Burke,
director of parks and recreation in Bethel, Conn.
Burke started in the recreation department as a teen vol-

unteer. He moved into a paid position, and eventually worked
his way up to the directorship. He's held the position of direc-
tor for 18 years. In that .time, he has developed innovative
programs that benefit the city's recreational facilities and
outreach efforts. He also continues to be an active volunteer
- always exhibiting the "and then some" spirit.
Burke's nomination for this Award was made on behalf of

the Bethel Parks and Recreation Commission and the citi-
zens of Bethel.
The Dr. William H. Daniel Award (formerly the

Excellence in Research Award) is now included among the
four Founders Awards. Its name honors the late Dr. Daniel
for his pioneering efforts and long-term support of STMA,
and for the pattern he set for educator involvement in the
association. The Daniel Award for 1997 was presented to Dr.
J ames Beard for his tremendous work in the fields of
research and education in the sports turf industry.

The STMA presented this year's President's Award to
Mike Trigg, superintendent of parks for the Waukegan, Ill.,
Park District. The award acknowledges his outstanding efforts
on behalf of STMA's raffle and auction held each year at the
conference. Funds raised through these efforts have allowed
STMA to greatly expand its scholarship program.
Finally, the winner of the Outstanding Commercial

Mfiliate Award for 1997 is the Toro Company of
Minneapolis, Minn. The award extends appreciation for the
company's long-standing and continuing support of STMA.
Toro is a long-term advertising supporter of STMA's publica-
tions. The company's sponsorship reduces the production and
mailing costs of the STMA newsletter, helps support the
annual conference, and continues to promote professionalism
within the sports turf industry.

Chapter News

MAFMOChapter: The MAFMO Chapter will hold a
"Specification Writing Seminar" April 16, from 8 a.m. to 3

Goossen Industries is blowing
away the com petition with the
introduction of the new
BL-2000PTO
DEBRIS BLOWER
The BL-2000PTO nearly
doubles the power of its little

brother, the BL-1000PTO, a solid performer since its
Introduction three years ago.

• Air is drawn into the belt-driven, 9-inch-wide fan of the
BL-2000PTO's 40-inch diameter blower. The open throat design
of the symmetrical fan maximizes air flow by drawing from both
the front and the rear of the unit. The air then passes through
through the blower fans and is expelled at the incredible rate of
7,000 cubic feet per minute. The hurricane force winds
generated by the BL-2000PTO are controlled by its lBO-degree
directional blower spout which can be adjusted from the tractor
seat.

• Also available is the BL-IOOOFront Mount model to fit
most Jacobsen, John Deere and Kubota front mount mowers.

• For details on this and other fine
Goossen products:
Call Toll-Free:
InNebraska: 402-228-4226
Fax: 402-223-2245 P.O. Box 705 • Beatrice, NE 68310
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