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Winterizing Sprayers
By Stu Cavender
Like other turf machinery, sprayers
need proper winterization.
Here are
some steps to follow. When doing so,
remember
to inspect
the entire
machine for any signs of wear. Replace

any worn or damaged parts.
Traction Unit
1. Thoroughly clean the traction
unit and engine.
2. Check the tire pressure.
3. Check all fasteners for looseness;
tighten as necessary.

4. Grease or oil all grease fittings
and pivot points. Wipe up any excess
lubricant.
5. Lightly sand and use touch-up
paint on painted
areas that are
scratched, chipped or rusted.
6. Service the battery and cables as
follows: (A) remove the battery terminals from the battery posts; (B) clean
the battery, terminals and posts with
a wire brush and baking soda solution; (C) coat the cable terminals and
battery posts with petroleum jelly to
prevent corrosion; (D) slowly recharge
the battery every 60 days for 24 hours
to prevent lead sulfurizing of thebattery.
Engine
1. Drain the crankcase completely,
and refill with recommended engine
oil.
2. Run engine until completely out
of gasoline, then restart and run on
unleaded gasoline mixed with stabilizer for at least 10 minutes.
3. Check coolant protection.
4. Disconnect and remove battery.
5. Clean exterior surface of engine.
6. Leave spark plugs in holes, or
seal spark plug holes with suitable
threaded metal plugs.
7. Seal all openings in engine and
accessories with weatherproof tape.
Mask off all areas used for electrical
contact.
8. Make sure all surfaces are dry,
including ignition wiring, and all exterior surfaces of engine.
9. Thoroughly clean and service the
air cleaner assembly. .
10. Check the oil filler cap, gas cap
and radiator cap to ensure they are all
securely in place.
Spraying System
1. Flush pump and entire spraying
system with water and tank cleaning
agent. Drain pump and spray system
completely. If using granule agents,
you may need to remove and disassemble components in order to clean
them satisfactorily.
2. Add a rust inhibiting antifreeze
solution to the pump and recirculate
through the system, coating the pump
interior. Drain solution completely.
3. Remove coil assemblies from
solenoid valves. Apply a light film of
petroleum jelly or equivalent to the
armatures. Reinstall coil assemblies
on solenoid valves.
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4. Check condition of spray hoses. Tighten all hose connections securely.
5. Lubricate boom pivot grease fittings and pivot points.
Follow other recommendations specified in your owner's manual.
The above comes from the Fall 1996 issue of A Patch of Green, the official publication of the greater Detroit Golf Course Superintendents Association.
If you have a tip to share, send it to sportsTURF, 68860 Perez Rd., Cathedral
City, CA 92234.

