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By Mike Schiller

Play Ball!

Here's hoping your April
showers are falling just
right to keep your turf in

top shape, yet still allowing those
teams on your fields to play ball.
With the increased heavy use of
fields in all sports, the job of main-
taining playable conditions and
shuffling schedules is a never-end-
ing challenge.
As I'm sure you've learned in

your position and as I'm constantly
reminded in mine, communication is
as vital a part of sports turf man-
agement as mowers and fertilizer.
Ideally, the decision of field use in
less-than-perfect playing conditions
either is yours to make or is based
primarily on your input. Often
spreading this message - to the
athletic or program director, the
coaches and players, the fans and
supporters, and the community at

large - falls in your area as well.
Cooperation is directly linked to

the effectiveness of your communica-
tion system. If you let people know
what you're trying to accomplish with
the overall field-care program and
make it clear that games will only be
canceled when the safety of players
and long-term integrity of the field are
at stake, 99 percent of the people will
respect your decision.
STMA can't take that communica-

tion step for you - but, working
together, you and STMAcan help com-
municate the role of the sports turf
manager both within the turf industry
and to the general public.
My challenge to you is get involved.
STMA has been working over the

past several years on an outreach
within the turf industry to make our-
selves known for what we are: a group
of professionals with a viable, impor-
tant role in turf care.

If you are reading this message,
you must have some connection with
sports turf. If you do, we need you as a
member of National.

It takes a united effort of like-
minded individuals to achieve any
goal. Your knowledge, your expertise,
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your ideas and innovations are needed
- and wanted - as STMA moves for-
ward toward being the leader in the
sports turf industry, working to
enhance, promote and improve profes-
sionalism through excellence in com-
munication, training, research, educa-
tion and services. All this will help us
fulfill our mission of promoting better
and safer sports turf areas.
I also challenge you to take an

active role in your local or regional
chapter. If there isn't a chapter near
you, start working with other sports
turf professionals to start one. I chal-
lenge you, as a group, to begin an
active outreach within your communi-
ty so people will know who we are,
what we do, and why it matters. This
may be through networking, training
sessions, coordinated service projects
or whatever combination of activities
helps spread the message.

And - along with these challenges
- I issue a pledge. In whatever you do
to raise our level of professionalism,
support our industry-wide goals and
launch a viable community outreach
program, STMA will be there to sup-
port you.
Communicate with us, so we can all

"play ball" on the same winning team.
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