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By Mike Hebrard

e as professional grounds-
keepers are faced with the
problem every season: what

to do with the sidelines during an athletic
contest? Quickly, the substitute players
make a quagmire of the turfgrass. To make
matters worse, the more they don’t play,
the more they find something to do on the
sidelines. They write their names in the
mud with their cleats, or slip and make
a big divot running to the water cooler.

In the past, groundskeepers have
thrown down sand, sawdust and dirt, even
resodding with sod containing netting.
Though we can't always afford to take the
best protective measures possible, we
also can't afford not to put down some kind
of protective covering over the turfgrass
before it turns to unmanageable mud.
By using one of the many products on
the market, you may be many man-
hours ahead by not having to repair the
worn turf.

One recent project for which I was
asked to consult was at the University of
Portland, in Oregon. Athletic Director Joe
Etzel was concerned about the wear
that was taking place on the sidelines at
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In soccer, besides protecting sideline areas, covers make it easy for officials to
see who'’s out of the box. Photos courtesy: Mike Hebrard.

Protecting Turf With
Field Blankets

With field blankets, sidelines can remain in virtually perfect condition; without
them, the edges of field eventually become worn.

Harry Merlow Field, where the univer-
sity’s men’s and women’s nationally rec-
ognized soccer teams compete. I recom-
mended the use of a geotextile supplied
by CSI GeoSynthetics in Vancouver,
WA — a six-ounce nonwoven material
called GTF 150EX, a 90 puncture-

rated product made by Ling Industrial
Fibers Inc.

This was a substantial gain in improve-
ment for the sidelines, but had some
drawbacks. Because of the relatively
heavy weight of the material when dry,
it got quite a bit heavier with the water
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and mud it soaked up and was difficult
to lift and messy to store. Sales Manager
Rosemary Pfeifer of CSI suggested a
lighter material called Typar 3301, a
three-ounce spun-bonded, nonwoven
geotextile, a 25 puncture-rated product
made by Reemay. This provided the
answer to the problem, as the geotextile
provided ample protection from the
weight of the benches as well as protec-
tion from the reserve players.

Other materials, such as Turf Armor,
are available with sewn-in grommets to
allow for pinning down the geotextile
to keep it from moving from wind or
traffic. Immediately after the contest, the
geotextile should be removed, properly
cleaned and stored for the next event. I
recommend, if you use metal or plastic
staples to anchor down your material, that
these staples be painted fluorescent
colors such as orange or red. Keep track
of how many staples are used. That way,
each and every staple can be picked up
to prevent injuries and to ensure that one
is not caught in a mower blade. For geo-
textiles without grommets, holes can be

For geotextiles without grommets,
holes can be made in the fabric by
using a soldering iron.

made in the fabric by using a soldering
iron. This will give a smooth, sealed
opening to insert the holding staple.
Since soccer fields are usually ten to
20 yards wider than football fields, it is
a good idea to protect the coach’s and
players’ box (six feet from the sideline
stretching from the 30-yard to the 30-yard

line, ten to 15 feet wide) from sideline
traffic by placing a heavier material
such as Turf Armor with prefixed grom-
mets. This material is usually light green
in color, but other products are a light gray
resembling the solid white band that is
becoming standard around college and
high school fields. This helps the officials
in enforcing team boundaries as well as
giving the participants a visual barrier.
The use of this application should protect
the sideline area from excessive wear to
preserve the area better for the upcoming
soccer contest.

Other uses for geotextile or field pro-
tection materials include baseball, espe-
cially in the higher levels of play where
batting practice on the game field is
necessary. Day in and day out, batting
practice without some kind of protec-
tion in front of home plate can make
any infield look like the local driving
range. The batted ball that strikes in that
area usually has top spin, which causes
the ball to bite more aggressively into the
turf, making a slicing divot.

continued on page 18

Bunker Pumper

RainBusiter

Dewater bunkers that won't drain in just minutes with the Onterbine Bunker
Pumper

This light weight portable floating pump will pump over 280 gallons
per minute and can easily be operated by one person. According to John
Chassard of Lehigh C.C. “No other pump performs like the Otterbine. We
used to spend two days after a min storm pumping out our bunkers. Now
we can do it in less than half the time, and with the Otterbine there's no
worrving about sand, grass, or leaves. The pump has paid for itself with
what [ have saved in labor costs, It's great!” So, call or write today to find

the Otterbine distributor that's closest to you

Otterbine, Inc.
3840 Main Rd. E., Emmaus, PA 18049
(610) 965-6018 » 1-800-AERS8TER
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SEASON tuwrf protection!
*Lightweight AND Economical!
*Sizes from Golf Greens to Soccer Fields.

Compliments our complete line of vinyl covers, patented zipper
systems, geotextiles, grids and morel Call for your FREE
BUYER'S GUIDE now.

7-800-621-0146 TOLL FREE
M. PUTTERMAN & COMPANY, INC.
4834 . 60609

South Oakley * Chicago, Minois
\ 312-927-4120 (in Minois)

Call 1(800) 817-1889 use Fast Fax #1090196 and/or January 1996 15
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Field Blankets
continued from page 15

Almost any discarded material can help
in reducing the damage, such as an old
leaky tarp, netting or even woolen blan-
kets. But if you can afford it, I highly rec-
ommend the use of products that are
sold on the market and can be custom
made to fit your field’s measurements.
However, this might not be foolproof for
every groundskeeper who sets the field
up for batting practice then goes on his
or her much-needed break. As I observed
at one major league stadium while talking
to my former minor league manager,
“Take that...[expletives deleted]...net off
so I can hit some real fungos,” just as the
head groundskeeper walked out of the sta-
dium to his favorite hideaway.

While on the subject of baseball, I
might add that it doesn’t matter if it is
pouring rain or 100 degrees outside —
the pitcher’s mound should be covered
when not in use and after it has been
restored. This should also be true with
the home plate area. If a mound is left
unprotected from the elements, a hard rain
can erode a beautifully maintained slope

Anchor Industries
1100 Burch Dr.
Evansville, IN 47733-3477
(812) 867-2421, fax, 867-1429
Anchor offers covers for indoor and outdoor athletic
activities, in both pre-made and custom-made options.
Covermaster
100 Westmore Dr., #11-D
Rexdale, ON M9V 5C3
(416) 745-1811; fax, 742-6837
A member of STMA, Covermaster is a specialist in
custom-made covers for various athletic field applications.
CSI GeoSynthetics
3500 SE Columbia Way, #44-100
Vancouver, WA 98661
(360) 699-1426; fax, 699-1344
CS| offers a broad range of geotextiles for
highway and industrial purposes, as well as certain
athletic applications.

The following are companies that specialize in covers for athletic fields and other purposes.

Partac Peat Corp./Beam Clay
Kelsey Park, NJ 07838
(908) 637-4191; fax, 637-8421
Partac Peat, a member of STMA, sells a variety of
rain covers and protective geotextiles for specific areas
of athletic fields.
M. Putterman & Co.
4834 South Oakley
Chicago, IL 60609
(312) 927-4120; fax, 650-6028
An STMA member, M. Putterman supplies a broad
range of products for athletic complexes, including
covers for various sport field applications.
Reef Industries
P.0. Box 750250
Houston, TX 77275-0250
(713) 507-4200; fax, 507-4295
Reef manufactures lightweight polyethylene-based
covers for most types of sports fields.

or the sun can bake and crack the firmest
of landing spots. By covering the mound
and home plate when it is hot, with a
little moisture the clay will sweat,
keeping the entire surface bonded together.
When ordering a new tarp, you might
consider oversizing the radius by
one or two feet. This will allow for the
tarp to overlap the grass during a hard
rain, but remember to insert an object at

the pitcher’s rubber or home plate to
take up the slack for use while watering.

These products can be expensive,
so it must be made as an investment
and stored properly to ensure its
longevity. O

Mike Hebrard is an athletic field
consultant with Athletic Design in
Portland, OR.

INSTALLED CLEVELAND INDIANS
IN 42” AND 48” ROLLS

NO ONE ELSE CAN MAKE THIS CLAIM
U. S. Pat. #5,215,248 & 5,307,880

North Baltimore, Ohio 45872

WHY DO MAJOR UNIVERSITIES, THE MAJOR LEAGUES, AND THE
N.F.L. CALL CYGNET WHEN THEY NEED EMERGENCY REPAIRS or

NEW INSTALLATIONS? (not to play ball)

-

STRIPPED JACOBS FIELD
CLEVELAND INDIANS

FOR fewer, tighter seams
stability and performance
when you are ready to install,

give CYGNET « call

...BECAUSE CYGNET PERFORMS!!!

NEW from CYGNET: We are able to prescription strip a sportsfield in hours (stripped

Ohio State’s entire football field in six hours) with our new machine.
CYGNET is able to harvest 48” WIDE ROLLS consistently from very thin to over 2”
thick. We can install these rolls without pulling or pushing them along the ground (no
stretching or tearing). Our patented machines carry the rolls, turn them at ground speed,
and install down a contrellable slide for tighter seams.

4111 Insley Road

STRIPPED) 2” THICK TURF 48” ROLLS

INSTALLED OHIO STATE (AND

YOU CAN’T INSTALL
TURF BETTER

TURF

2% Equipment

Phone: (419) 354-1112
Farm:  (419) 655-2020
Fax: (419) 352-1244
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