STMA MESSAGE

By Greg Petry

I recently attended a brainstorming
workshop for the Waukegan
Symphony Orchestra and Concert
Chorus. The purpose of this meet-
ing was to discuss the vision of
both groups and what steps they would take in
the future.

A professional consultant was brought in to help
facilitate the meeting. Many diverse ideas were
brought up reflecting the wide range of opinions of
the different groups. As I listened, it occurred to me
that we in STMA face similar challenges with our
diverse group of members from professional sports
turf facilities, two- and four-year colleges and uni-
versities, school districts, research agents, parks and
recreation, municipal facilities, students, commer-
cial affiliates and international members. After
meeting with both groups, the consultant was able
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to draw the conclusion that the most important objec-
tive should be to network together more in
order to get acquainted with the members of the
other group.

The networking is happening with STMA's region-
al chapters, institutes and annual national conference
and exhibition. Looking back, the importance of our 1994
annual meeting in Baltimore was that while each
segment has special needs, all the common interests
come together as a group. This synergy continued
earlier this year in Bradenton and has strengthened
our organization. As we move west to our next all-indus-
try event in Anaheim in January, I expect to find
that this maturity and growth will be contagious in
California.

While we all have our individual jobs to do, we
cannot forget about the value of coming together to
strengthen our knowledge and our common profession.
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| g bl Get Serious With STMA l
|[ Application for Membership l
| The Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) is an organization of professionals representing all segments of the sports turf ‘
industry. Our members work to combine the science of growing grass and the art of maintaining sports turf to produce playing fields I
| that are both safe and aesthetically pleasing. |
| STMA provides members with a variety of benefits, including: Education through regional institutes and conferences; support for |
| sports turf research; facilities tours; a national awards program; access to the STMA National Conference and Exhibition; complimen- |
| tary subscriptions to Sports Turf Manager and sportsTURF Magazine; and much more. |
|  If you're serious about the sports turf industry, then it's time to become a member of STMA. Join today! |
Member Information Memberslup Category (please check one)
Name Professional sports turf facility manager $75
Title EI Two & four-year colleges and universities $75
Employer Q Other schools, research, ext. agents, teaching $75
3 Q Park, recreation and municipal facilities $75
Type of Business Q Student $20
Address 0O Commercial affiliate (U.S. or International) $175
City State Zip Q Additional members from same company $45
Phone Fax Q International other than commercial affiliate $75
: (must be in U.S. dollars)
Signature
Referred by Total amount enclosed $
| Please enclose payment (check or money order) and send to: |
| Sports Turf Managers Association |
| PO Box 809119
Chicago, IL 60680-9119 l
| For more information, contact STMA Headquarters at 312/644-6610 |
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