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Wrigley in the Rockies

Fans in Denver have an extra reason to go to the ballpark this season — the debut
of Coors Field, a new stadium that combines nostalgia, comfort and natural turf,
Coors Field features the intimate fan contact of Wrigley Field and a surface that has
championship written all over it. Turf and soil consultant Mark Altman takes you
behind the scenes of the construction of the newest ballpark in the major leagues.

Coors Field: A Rocky Mountain Highlight

Mark Razum, head groundskeeper at Coors Field in Denver, faces the challenge of
keeping the ballpark in perfect condition — despite not-so-perfect weather condi-
tions. Razum, who has been widely praised for his work on the Oakland Coliseum
field, shares some of his techniques in this profile.

High School/Municipal Diamond of the Year:
Dave Dravecky Field, Boardman (OH)
High School

Bob Tracinski profiles the head groundskeeper and crew at Dave Dravecky Field,
home of the Boardman, OH, High School baseball team, and describes some of
the methods used by the field maintenance team to keep the field in great shape.

Topdressing and Surface-Applied Soil
Amendments

Topdressing programs are a tool sports turf managers use to even the playing sur-
face, control thatch, modify the surface layer of soil, improve the rootzone, protect
grass crowns, and encourage the rooting of stolons and tender seedlings. Monty
Montague of Turfco Manufacturing, Inc., Vince Patterozzi of the Cleveland Browns
and Ken Mrock of the Chicago Bears discuss some of the methods they use to keep
turf in top condition.

Turf of the Month: Tall Fescue

Considered a cool-season turfgrass, tall fescue Is often used in the transition zone.
This species is popular for sports furf uses because it is easy fo maintain and tolerates
heavy traffic.

Integrated Systems for Controlling
Aquatic Weeds

Lakes and ponds at golf courses and horse-racing tracks require careful mainte-
nance to control weeds. While chemical methods have been very successful

in controlling weed infestations and are generally easy to use, many facllity
managers are looking at natural methods of controlling weeds due to
environmental concerns.
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The Colorado Rockies played to a full house at the opening of Coors Field, their new home

ballpark in Denver. Photo courtesy: Nate Cox/Rich Clarkson and Associates.





