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the agronomic facts. Lesco and Jacobsen
gave regular demonstrations. We got
to see the Orange Bowl and Joe Robbie
Stadium like the pros get to see
them. We have all been inspired by
chapter events."

STMA now has nine chapters with
interest expressed from at least four
more regions. "Chapters have become an
important part of STMA," states Greg
Petry, national president. "They are
the front line of our efforts to help
sports turf managers to become pro-
fessionals and to gain the respect they
deserve for their contributions to the safe-
ty of athletes and the business of sports.
Now, major league baseball and NFL
groundskeepers are sharing their knowl-
edge with those of us who manage the
sports turf at our local schools and
parks. I think coaches and athletes
have noticed that their fields are getting
better as they show their support to
sports turf programs."

Leaving a Legacy
The crew at Broward County Schools

is undoubtedly sorry to lose Birch, as were
the Schatz brothers in Maryland. His pre-
ventive maintenance program stands as
solid proof that the district made the right
decision when it created a separate
division for care of athletic facilities.

During his tenure, Birch supervised
renovation of all football and soccer
fields and baseball infields, including irri-
gation, planting appropriate turfgrasses,
regular pest and weed control, aera-
tion, fertilization and weekly mowing.
''My crew deserves the credit for our safe-
ty record," Birch affirms. "They've
worked extremely hard and take great
pride in what they do."

All work is centralized. No school
has its own on-site groundskeeper. All
operations are supervised and scheduled
from one central location, and the crews
and equipment move from site to site.

Birch worked closely with athletic
directors and coaches at each school
on field safety, conditions and small
daily tasks that students and volun-
teers can do to help out. He gave regu-

lar "in-service" clinics to lawn mainte-
nance and custodial personnel who
maintain the part of the school grounds
that isn't used for sports. "It should
be a team effort all around," says Birch.
"The whole team suffers if one member
gets injured."

Birch is on the road again. He and
Hazel sold their home in December and
loaded their motorhome to visit their
three children and five grandchildren.

Rumor has it that Ed plans to put
down roots in northern Florida and
see if he can't get a chapter started
there. He recently bought new software
for his PC, the same computer that
has the Florida chapter's roster on its
hard drive.

''You can count on seeing Ed around
sports turf for some time yet," says
John Mascaro. "He has a lot to offer
our industry."

One thing is for certain: He'll be at the
STMA Annual Conference at Pirate
City in Bradenton next month. If you
have any big assignments requiring a
fearless organizer, let him know. He
has a great track record. 0
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