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Exploring Equipment: Reel Mower Excels On High-Use Turf

Ross Kurcab, turf manager for the
Denver Broncos, is almost always
pressed for time. It's not his sched-

ule that creates the "time crunch" - it's
working around the schedule of a pro-
fessional football team.
Kurcab has been with the organiza-

tion for nearly eight years. He helped plan
its 13-l/2-acre training facility in south-
east Denver, which was constructed in
1989. Maintaining the fields there is
his top priority, which isn't easy in light
of the heavy use they receive.
"The team conducts five-days-a-week

training for three-and-a-halfmonths in
the spring," Kurcab says. "There are
conditioning camps, mini-camps, quar-
terback camps - the fields are con-
stantly in use.
"We get about a month's break in

late summer when the team goes to
Greeley for pre-season training," he con-
tinues. "We use that time to get the

fields repaired and ready for fall. Then,
from August through December, we
have at least 65 intense practices."
The training facility includes 2-1/2prac-

tice fields covering about four acres.
The sand-based fields were built using
USGA specifications for golf greens.
One of the practice fields has an electrical
soil heating system with 21 miles of
buried wire to keep the ground from
freezing.
The turf cover is a mix of 70 percent

bluegrass and 30 percent ryegrass. There
are four varieties of bluegrass and two
varieties of ryegrass in the blend.

Cutting Practices
At the Broncos old training facility in

north Denver, Kurcab cut the grass
with rotary mowers. The team wanted
a finer cut on its new practice fields, so
Kurcab turned to reel mowers.
"I checked out every mower 1 could

find," he explains. ''There are a lot ofgood

mowers out there. Finally, we settled on
Ransomes 350D reel mower. It had the
features we wanted including the qual-
ity of cut. Plus, the local Ransomes deal-
er, Colorado Outdoor Power, is giving us
excellent service and support."
According to Kurcab, the mower's

five-gage 11-l/2-foot cutting width
reduces cutting time. ''We have a rela-
tively short 'window' for mowing," he says.
"If there is dew on the grass in the
morning, we have to wait to start. Then
have to get on and get it cut before the
players show up for their first practice."
Kurcab handles most of the mowing

himself with just one part-time assistant
during the summer. Reduced cutting
time translates to an additional advan-
tage: reduced running time, which saves
wear and tear on mower and its engine.
Maneuverability was a serious con-

sideration for Kurcab in his search for
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Are your athletic fields smooth and uniform?

Top Dressing will level existing turf
producing a safer, more consistent
playing surface.

Top Dressing is the process of adding
new soil to existing turf. Repetitive top
dressing will level the turf and promote
the decomposition of thatch. Where
turf is underdeveloped, special mixtures
of top dressing will improve soil
drainage and stimulate growth.

The Mete-R-Matic®Top Dressers
are specifically designed for uniform
application of top dressing
to sports turf.
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the right reel mower. The 350D, he
says, was the most maneuverable of
the five-gang reel mowers he tested.
The reels are backlapped every 30

hours to keep them sharp for the fine cut-
ting the fields demand. "The reverse
reel drive feature is really a time-saver,"
says Kurcab. "I can sharpen blades in
about 15 minutes with it. That's a lot bet-
ter than having to take off reels and
hook them up to a backlapping unit,
then put them back on the mower. That
can take a half-day or more."
To further enhance fine cutting, the

unit features floating cutter heads. Also,
the hydraulic reel cutting drive is inde-
pendent of ground speed. The ability
to adjust reel speed independent of
ground speed, says Kurcab, enables him
to get a precision cut despite fluctuating
mowing conditions. Being able to make
an adjustment to apply more "down"
pressure to the cutting reels is also
helpful, he notes, because it minimizes
reel "bouncing" and maintains a more
even cut.
"The maneuverability and quality of

cut were the main reasons we went
with the 350D," Kurcab concludes. ''The
practice fields are definitely 'high wear,
high maintenance' turf. But with a good
mower, you can make even an average
field look good." 0

T
CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Advertising Rates: $55.00 per inch
payable in advance. One inch minimum (about 50
words). Send copy with check for $55.00 at least
four weeks prior to issue date to: sportsTURF,
68-860 Perez Road, Suite J, Cathedral City, CA,
92234, or fax to (619) 770-8019. Blind box num-
bers are available. Special borders and rules will
be billed at display advertising rates. Classified ads
are not commissionable.

POND & LAKE LINERS
Buy Direct from fabricator 20,30,40 mil PVC,
Hypalon, HOPE, & VLDPE.
Custom fabricated panels of up to 25,000
S.F. Material Only, Material & Supervision
or Complete Installation service available.

1-800-524-8672
COLORADO LINING COMPANY

1062 Singing Hills Rd., Parker, CO 80134
303-841-2022

FAX 303-841-5780.
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BEAM CLAY®BASEBALL DIAMOND
of the YEAR AWARDS
-----+-----

PROFESSIONAL
McKECHNIE FIELD

Bradenton (FL) Pirates
COLLEGE

L. DALE MITCHELL FIELD
University of Oklahoma

SCHOOL, MUNICIPAL, OR PARK
GENOA HIGH SCHOOL

Genoa (OH)

The BEAM CLAY® Baseball Diamond of the Year Awards are sponsored by
BEAM CLAY~ the Sports Turf Manager's Association, and sportsTurf Magazine

to honor excellence and professionalism in maintaining outstanding,
safe, professional quality baseball diamonds. Winners are

selected by a special awards committee of major league head groundskeepers.

This year's judges were (AL-East) Gary Vandenberg, Milwaukee
Brewers; (AL-West) Brian Nofziger, California Angels; (NL-East) Alan

Sigwardt, Florida Marlins; (NL-West) Thomas Lujan, Colorado Rockies.
For more information, call:

~U"Manager's ~tion
312-644-6610
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1-800-247-BEAM
908-637-4191
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