Kittyhawk Soars Over
Deere Tournament Field

n the area surrounding Palm Springs,
ICA, elaborate patches of green spring
from the desert through the miracle
of irrigation. Golfers flock here to play
beautifully designed golf courses like
The Dunes Course of La Quinta Hotel Golf
and Tennis Resort, and the Jack Nicklaus
Resort Course of PGA West in La Quinta,
just 20 miles south of Palm Springs.
One week prior to the John Deere
Team Championship Golf Tournament,
held at these courses on November 21 and
22, 1992, the Grand Slam took over the
Jack Nicklaus Course. With the image of
the PGA’s top players standing on these
same spots, facing the same challenging
holes, it's no wonder that this year’s
John Deere competition was so spirited.
For the sixth year, teams made up of
a course’s Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America (or Canadian
Golf Superintendents Association) super-
intendent, PGA professional, club man-
ager and club president (or two members
of the board of directors) have compet-
ed for spots in the finals tournament
through sectional competitions spon-
sored by their local John Deere Golf

and Turf Distributors. For the finals
competition, a representative from the
distributorship joins the team.

The 33 sectional tournaments drew a
record 937 teams vying for the 33 slots
in the finals.

The format was a modified scramble,
with the pro playing his or her own
ball, and the rest of the team playing the
best shot of the remaining four com-
petitors, until the ball was holed. The
team’s score for each hole was the best
of the pro’s or the team’s total. Each
team played both courses. A shotgun
start was used, with each team teeing off
at their assigned hole.

Scores were close at the end of the first
day’s play, with two teams tied for first
at 51, three teams at 52, three at 53, and
two at 54.

On the second day, Kittyhawk Golf
Center topped their 53 score with a siz-
zling 47 for the win.

Kittyhawk is one of six city courses in
Dayton, OH, under superintendent Hank
Chafin. He oversees six superintendents
and coordinates course operations. Chafin,
club president Conrad Stewart, and club
manager Terry Smith were in their sec-
ond international competition, having also
qualified for the finals in 1989.

Chafin spoke of the changing role of
the superintendent, the increasing pro-
fessionalism and greater commitment to
excellence. He stressed the importance
of certification.

Chafin said of the tournament, “To see
what others are doing is a great educa-
tional tool. It enhances our team’s abil-
ity to manage our own facility and leads
to better assistance between members.
The game itself was tremendous. We got
off to a great start. Our first hole of the
second round was the 17th hole of the
Dunes Course, voted the toughest hole
in America by the PGA. Things went well
there and just kept going. It was a total
team effort.”

Club manager Terry Smith said, “We
practiced a lot and really built a close rela-
tionship, which helped our team.”

Golf pro Richard L. Hutchinson said,
“I just drove the cart as caddy. I'd help
read putts, then stay out of the way
and let them do what they do best. The
team sunk some key birdie putts. I'd pump
them up if something bad happened.
Getting such a good start made the
round easier. We set a goal. We didn’t
quite make it, but played well enough for
the win.”
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Wrenches

Stamos tool offers a
full line of cast alu-
minum speed wrenches
designed to fit all nub-
style PVC fittings and
most adapters. Each
nub wrench is designed
to fit two different sizes
of coupling caps and
bodies with minimal
ground clearance and
without any distortion.
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Expanded Educational Program

They will work on all
brands of fittings. Stamos tool offers a lifetime warranty. As a
superintendent myself, I can tell you they make repairs a lot
easier and here are great responses from other users as well:
“Best irrigation tool improvement and innovation
developed in quite some time! Thanks.”
Jim Hengel — Binghampton C.C., NY
“Performed admirably, exceeded my expectations by far.”
John Gallagher — Racebrook C.C., Orange, TX
“Manny—uwhere have you been for 40 years?
These are great down in the ditch tools.
Thanks, Frank.”
Frank Lamphler — Aspectock Valley, C.C., CT
There are many more.
Stamos Tool, Inc. P.O. Box 4548 Boise, ID 83711-4548
(800) 554-1074

NOW INCLUDES GROUNDS OPERATIONS
AND IRRICGATION

*Trade Show & Equipment Demonstrations
“Sports Turf Management Techniques
*New Grounds Operations Program

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL (714)869-2219

DEPARTMENT OF HORTICULTURE, CALIFORNIA STATE
POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
3801 West Temple Avenue, Pomona, CA 91768

30 sportsTURF Circle 117 on Postage Free Card

ﬁ
Circle 118 on Postage Free Card




OVER 75 PRO TEAMS
including
2 of the 4
1992 PLAY-OFF TEAMS
and the

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE
. SINCE 1922

YOUR ONE-STOP SOURCE
FOR AMERICAS
LEADING INFIELD
SURFACES & SUPPLIES!

WITH DISTRIBUTION CENTERS IN
ORLANDO (FL) MEMPHIS (TN)
RIPLEY (MS) GREAT MEADOWS (N]))
BLANCA (CO) RENO (NV)

800-247-BEAM
908-637-4191
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TurfGrids.

"‘I'ough Stuff lvor Sports Turf”

un Devil Stadium is the Home field for

the Phoenix Cardinals and the Arizona

Stote Sun Devils and considered one of
the best natural playing surfaces in the NAL
and PAC 10. It wos reconstructed this past
spring with TurfGrids.

The TurfGrid system is patented, simple,
logical ond long overdue. It combines
synthetic fibers Into the notural gross field
and increases the sheor strength of the
playing surfoce by 100%. This means sure
footing ond sofety with less divots and
injuries . . . just what good teams expect
from their playing surfoce.

For more information contact

STABILIZER, INC.
4832 East Indian School Road + Phoenix, AZ 85018
(602) 952-8009 + 1-800-336-2468
FAX (602) 852-0718
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Craig Fryman, the John Deere rep-
resentative from Xenia Power Equipment,
Xenia, OH, said, “We struggled the first
day, but got off to a great start on the
second. We'd get off a little, then snap
right back. This was my third time in the
international tournament. You get closer
to the guys each time. You can’t beat a
game of golf to talk and pick up pointers.

Club president Conrad Stewart said,
“The team effort really builds the work
relationship. Getting us all together is
one of the best things that can happen
to the game.”

Chafin is retiring in February of
1993. He relished the idea of going out
a winner, “These were great courses,
great people. The fellowship of the whole
tournament was tremendous. It’s a great
feeling to win.”

HAKO ACQUIRES PARKER

Hako Minuteman, Inc. has acquired
Parker Sweeper Company, a manufacturer
of litter pick-up machines and lawn
sweeping equipment. Hako Minuteman,
Inc. manufacturers a line of commer-
cial and industrial vacuums, chemical
cleaning, and coating products.

KAMMERER NAMED

RESEARCH SPECIALIST

Steven J. Kammerer has been appoint-
ed ISK Biotech Corporation Southeast
turf and ornamental research and devel-
opment specialist. He will be responsi-
ble for field development of proprietary
products and experimental compounds
on turf and ornamentals in Florida,
Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina,
North Carolina, and Virginia.

He has a master of science degree in
plant pathology from the University of
Georgia in Athens, GA as well as a
bachelor’s degree in science from Ohio
State University in Columbus, OH.

JOHN DEERE
COMMERCIAL PARTS SALE

Participating John Deere commer-
cial equipment dealers are providing a
special program called “Keep Green”
that includes sale prices on equipment
parts. The program will run through
March 31, 1993. '

ASPA CONFERENCE IN
NEW ORLEANS

The American Sod Producers
Association’s 1993 Midwinter Conference
and Exposition will be February 3-5 at the
Fairmont Hotel in New Orleans, LA.

The conference will include a pre-
conference, members-only seminar on
family business management along with
two general sessions and six concur-
rent sessions. Topics for the general
sessions include family business strate-
gies for the ‘90s, turfgrass sod production
with limited chemical input, an envi-
ronmental audio-visual presentation,
turfgrass sod benefits as well as Habitat
for Humanity, and an ASPA study tour.

Conference speakers include Dr. Al
Dudeck, University of Florida; Dr. Ron
Hansen, University of Nebraska; Dr.
Wendell Mathews, “Turf News” editor;
Dr. Charles Peacock, North Carolina
State University; Dr. Eliot Roberts,
Rosehall Associates; and Dr. Henry
Wilkinson, University of Illinois.

Manufacturers of machinery, products,
and technology will also be featured
during the three-day event.

For more information on the confer-
ence, contact The American Sod Producers
Association, 1855-A Hicks Road, Rolling
Meadows, IL 60008 (708) 705-9898.

SMITH NAMED HYUNDAI

MANAGER

Barry Smith has been appointed
Hyundai Golf Cars eastern regional
sales manager. He will be responsible for
overseeing the sales division and coor-
dinating Hyundai's manufacturing and
distributor efforts to ensure that the
golf cart fleets are promptly delivered and
properly serviced and maintained.

TURF DIAGNOSTICS

NAMES LAB MANAGER

Turf Diagnostics & Design of Olathe,
KS, has appointed Jennifer Sutch man-
ager of the Technical Operations
Laboratory. Prior to this appointment,
she was a research agronomist for the
Okeelanta Sugar Corporation, a pro-
ducer of raw and refined cane sugar
and molasses.

While earning her master’s degree in
soil science at Purdue University, she was
responsible for the operation of the
Purdue soil & plant analysis lab.





