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Three covers blanket the entire
football field at Mile High Stadium
in Denver. Photos courtesy
Hinsperger Poly Industries, Ltd.,
Evergreen-covers supplied by
Covermaster, Inc.

ince the early 1980s, pressure has
Sheen the name of the game for

golf course and athletic field super-
intendents. Play on most golf courses and
athletic fields has increased dramatically.
Weather patterns have changed. Northern
regions are getting much less protective
snow cover. Many southern regions are
getting more intense cold periods with
killing frosts. Government restrictions
have increased on the use and types of
chemicals, as well as reduced water
use. Construction and maintenance
costs are rising.

With these and other problems facing
the turfindustry, those involved must
utilize every tool available to deliver
the best product possible at a cost that
will not attack profit margins.

Covers are one such tool. Various
fabrics for protecting turf were initial-
ly experimented with in the 1960s. Many
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Outfield cover application at Pilot Field in Buffalo, NY.



of these fabrics worked, but “side” costs,
such as installation time, and replace-
ment and disposal costs, made the con-
cept of covers unfeasible.

Negative attitudes toward covers
were also an important element in their
early experimental failures. Covers did
not conform with then current man-
agement techniques of golf courses and
athletic fields.

Over the years, however, it was proven
that covers worked. Still, the challenge
of developing covers without side costs
and application inconveniences remained.
Plus, they had to be versatile— they
had to work in various climatic conditions,
from northern Canada to the southern
United States.

Today’s products were developed for
the turf industry through input from
turf specialists and universities, as well
as improved manufacturing technology.

The benefits of proper covers are
many. Regardless, of their application,
they save money and time in areas such
as:

1. Earlier Openings—Courses closed
during the winter months can be ready
up to two or three weeks sooner in the
spring. In these applications, covers

Transparent
covers also create
a greenhouse
effect, which
accelerates root
development and
protects the plant
from shock that
occurs during the
spring periods of
“freeze-thaw”
cycles. This is why
they are used in
many southern
regions for frost
protection.

protect the greens from wind or ice des-
iccation, while reducing the damage
caused by foot traffic during the winter.
The cost of spring cleanup is also dras-
tically reduced because the covers shield
the surface from debris while remaining
clean themselves. Transparent covers also
create a greenhouse effect, which accel-
erates root development and protects
the plant from shock that occurs during
the spring periods of “freeze-thaw” cycles.
This is why they are used in many
southern regions for frost protection.
Winter application protection benefits
include increased revenues from earli-
er openings, reduced costs in opening
preparation, and reduced risks of turf
destruction posed by vandalism, ani-
mals, or abnormal weather conditions.

2. New Construction—New sports
fields and golf courses must be con-
structed quickly and within budget.
Covers accelerate seed germination
while reducing seed loss due to rain or
wind erosion. The savings of seed “under
cover,” as opposed to sodding, are sub-
stantial. In addition, facilities are able
to open months in advance with excel-
lent playing conditions. If proper covers
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What's the Best Way to
Stop Soil Erosion?

Get to the Root
of the Matter

with PEC-MAT"!
K<

3400 Tree Court Industrial Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63122-6689
(800) 325-9504 or (314) 225-9400 = Fax: (314) 225-9854

carpet that stops erosion.

Now you can control erosion without hauling around a lot of heavy
rock, concrete or asphalt. Flexible PEC-MAT rolls provide a
permanent, artificial root system that links and protects new roots to
form a tenacious ground-gripping ;

PEC-MAT is the fast, simple, low-cost
erosion solution. Simply unfasten
the easy-to-handle 6-foot wide rolls,
and anchor them down. PEC-MAT
conforms to the surface and holds

the soil and seed in place until

vegetation gets started.

Substantially lower in cost than other synthetic products,

PEC-MAT is the heaviest weight mat on the market. Its low "N" value
prevents turbulence and scouring, while reducing stake loading and
mat deformation . . . for permanent reinforcement.

But don't take our word for it. To learn more about how
PEC-MAT can help you get to the root of erosion problems send for

lm@

800-325-9504.

Circle 104 on Postage Free Card

an informative article titled "4 Triumph of Soft Armor Over Hard
Armor", along with a product sample. They're FREE!
Or call for the name of your local PEC-MAT distributor by dialing
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Going Under Covers
continued from page 11

are purchased for new construction,
they can be used for many years for
winter protection or ongoing mainte-
nance.

3. Ongoing Maintenance—Even
though new construction grows world-
wide, it barely keeps up with demand.
Play on existing golf courses and athletic
fields continually increases. Not only
are superintendents battling weather
changes and course conditions, but they
must now control the increased flow of
people and the damage they leave behind.
Covers are a common, effective tool for
a “quick fix.” In heavy-use areas, such as
tee boxes, driving ranges, or center play
portions of sports fields, covers are
placed over the repaired areas and with-
in days they can be back to playing con-
dition.

The key to covers is choosing the cor-
rect one for the specific job. All covers will
not work in all applications. For the
best results, look for the following fea-
tures:

* Covers must be multi-purpose for
new construction, winter protection,
and ongoing maintenance.

The key to covers
is choosing the
correct one for
the specific job.

All covers will
not work in all
applications.

* Covers must have one-piece con-
struction in order to reduce handling.

* Covers must be available in a range
of standard sizes to satisfy small areas,
such as tee boxes, or larger areas, such
as 10,000-square-foot greens.

* Special sizes must be available for
custom fits. Covers that are either too long
or too short are not cost-effective.

* Covers must be non-absorbent.
Covers that are absorbent become dirty
and heavy, which reduces their perfor-
mance as well as increases handling
and storage costs.

Te_mpurary
Erosion Control
Hydroseeding Mulch
Excelsior Blankets
Straw Blankets
Silt Fences

Services
Available
Agronomic Consulting
Project Design & Engineering
Green, Tee & Athletic Field Renovation

Fairway & Athletic Field Rowplanting
Golf & Athletic Field Sprigging
Site Inspections & Monitoring

Turf Govers & Filter Fabrics

Turf Products
Par-ex Fertilizer
Pennington Turf Seed
Game-Sale Athletic Fields
Golf Quality Sod & Sprigs
Green Graphics Turf Colorant
Emerald & Meyers Zoysia Sod
Sur-Line Golf & Athletic Covers
Sur-Line Filter Fabrics
Turf-Tec Turf Tools

* Covers must be light in weight to
reduce handling and storage area require-
ments.

* Covers must allow the proper mix
of air, water, and sunlight penetration.

* Covers must be compact for easy
indoor or outdoor storage.

* Covers must be able to last five to
10 years with little or no loss in perfor-
mance as they age.

* Covers must be strong enough to
withstand heavy winds and remain in
place rather, than blowing off the area
of application.

* Covers for sports fields, often 20,000
square feet or larger, must be especial-
ly lightweight—but strong. (At Mile
High Stadium, for example, only three
Evergreen covers were used to cover
the entire field.)

Like mowers, sprayers, and utility vehi-
cles, covers are vital turf management
tools. They save time and money, while
improving turf quality and expediting new
sports field and golf course construc-
tion. Covers work—their role contin-
ues to increase. O

Editor’s Note: Peter Hinsperger is
president of Hinsperger Poly Industries,
Ltd., based in Ontario, Canada.

What if

Everyone Planted
Just ONE Tree
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Color Green Sand
Stuart Pumps
Lun-Drain

(It begins with you!)

Permanent
Erosion Control
Gahion Blankets
Sod Staples
Enkamat
Armater

Society of American Foresters
5400 Grosvenor Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Sur-Line Turf, Inc.
19637 GORGAS ROAD » NORTHPORT, ALABAMA 35476
1-800-362-1976 OR 205/333-1776 * FAX 205/333-8388

U.S. population: 250 million
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