14 YEARS AGO
CHUCK LINDSTROM & ASSOC.
BROUGHT TO THE SPORTSFIELD
MANAGEMENT MARKET

“There are still some people out there
who use calcined clay on a wet pitchers
mound or batter’s box. You can see
them on TV with the clumps of mud all
around the mound or batter box area.
Will someone who's used Diamond-Dry
tell them that won't happen with a
buck’s worth of Diamond-Dry.”

DIAMOND—DRY
YOUR FOUL-WEATHER FRIEND
The proven quality athletic drying material
used in the World Series and the Super Bowl.

The registered trademark of DIAMOND-
DRY" guarantees that only the highest
grade material is in the bag.

We will not compromise proven quality.

For direct shipment rates of minimum 1- ton
quantities or nearest distributor, call
1-800-962-2068.

Municipal and institutional purchase orders
or preapproved accounts may FAX order 24
hours a day—just dial 217-735-4442.

CHUCK LINDSTROM & ASSOC.
1-800-962-2068

Now Introducing...
THE N’E!{ESI SOLUTION TO MﬁiNTENﬁN_C::’ FREE
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LINE AGAIN

*Dual durometer ex-
trusion provides soft [0
exposed surface
with non-skid ribb-
ings, stays white
year after year

eUnique anchoring
device secures lines
to ground and can be made to withstand
climactic changes

*Connector for unlimited extension

Permanent Foul Line

PRESENTLY BEING INSTALLED BY...
*Buffalo Bisons—AAA—American Association
*Niagara Falls, NY—A—New York—Penn League
*West Palm Beach Little League—Florida
sLincoln Park District—Lincoln, lllinois

sWilliams Air Force Base—Arizona

*US Naval Air Facility—ATSUGI, JAPAN
*Northville, Michigan Park District

Call us for your sample. Your field
supervisors will be saying like Randy
Jones, head field supervisor of The Lin-
coln Park Dist. “Do you realize the work
we have just saved installing this line?
Six days a week from now until August
1 done!”
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Baseball Infields
continued from page 19
ent varieties would be enough for a stan-
dard infield, the Ranger crew sows almost
500 pounds. “On average, the 419 would be
growing by April,” admits Anglea. “But in
this area we can have late cold spells or
even snow in March. Overseeding is an
extra touch that makes the field perfect for
the players when the season opens.”

By June, the ryegrass surrenders to the
bermuda and Anglea’s maintenance pro-
gram. “We don't have a problem with tran-

sition here,” he explains. “For 81 games a
year, this field is the best we can make it
The crew clearly shares his goal. In addi-
tion to Richards, Randy Cummings, John
Kirchner, and Ron Masters are almost
fanatical about details, from the straight
lines in the mowing pattern to the matching
slopes of the mound on the field and those
in the bullpens. Arlington Stadium is
smaller than some of its rivals. But visiting
teams like to play there because of the field.
It's enough to make all teams wish they had
bermudagrass in their stadiums.

MANAGING A KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS INFIELD

By Greg Petry

aintaining bluegrass infields requires
M a combination of people manage-

ment and agronomics. Although
bluegrass “heals" relatively quickly follow-
ing stress, it cannot take unrestricted use
placed on it by scheduled games, practices,
and special events. Whether the field is
bluegrass or another species, guidelines or
ground rules should be established to con-
trol its use. Cooperation and communica-
tion must exist between the groundskeeper,
those scheduling the field, and those using
it.

Kentucky bluegrass is characterized as a
“cool season” grass but it must withstand
extremely hot summer baseball seasons. It
forms a dense, smooth, dark green playing
surface ideal for baseball. Kentucky
bluegrass spreads vigorously by under-
ground stems called rhizomes to quickly fill
in worn areas. The rhizomes also hold the
turf together to help it resist damage from
tearing.

Irrigation is a must to achieve and main-
tain a quality bluegrass infield. Often late
spring and summer have high tempera-
tures coupled with drought. Many
bluegrass infields are installed with great
pride and expectations, only to deteriorate
because water is not available in sufficient
quantities during critical periods of heat
and drought. During the summer, when
game play is at its peak, rainfall is at its
lowest level and temperatures are at a max-
imum. The result can be fatal for a
bluegrass infield.

Therefore, when constructing an infield,
don’t even consider a pure bluegrass infield
unless an adequate supply of water is avail-
able at the site. If installing an irrigation sys-
tem is not feasible, consider a “skinned”
infield until irrigation can be installed.

The growth characteristics of bluegrass
require that an intensive maintenance be
established. Proper irrigation, fertilization,
aerification, and overseeding must be
programmed on a regular schedule to
maintain quality bluegrass throughout the
playing season.

The maintenance program begins in
April with a soil test to check nutrients and

soil pH. Kentucky bluegrass grows best in
a pH range of between six and seven. As
the crew begins edging and dirt work, a
preemergence herbicide (Balan) is applied
to the turf.

In May, the infield is aerified twice with
hollow 1/2-inch tines followed by treatment
with granular sulfur as indicated by the soil
test. A slow-release 19-5-9 fertilizer is then
broadcast on the field. Emerged weeds are
knocked out with Trimec and the disease-
control program begins with an application
of Chipco 26019 for brown patch. During
May the irrigation system is checked,
repaired, and adjusted. A twice-a-week
mowing schedule is put into effect using
reel mowers set at 134 inch.

As temperatures rise in June, a wetting
agent is applied to assure deep and uni-
form wetting of the soil and to help reduce
the frequency of irrigation. Grubs are
treated with Diazinon and Bayleton is
applied for dollar spot control.

Today people are very environmentally
conscious of pesticide applications. There-
fore consideration should be given to apply-
ing pesticides only when necessary and
only at rates needed to control the problem.
Consult a specialist before including pesti-
cides in your program.

In July, humidity coupled with high tem-
peratures requires close attention to irriga-
tion and diseases. A half rate of wetting
agent is applied and irrigation is scheduled
only to run in the early morning instead of
at night. Efforts to control brown patch, dol-
lar spot, and summer patch are stepped up
with an application of Bayleton early in the
month and Daconil 2787 toward the end of
the month. Fungicides are rotated to avoid
any problems with resistance.

August is tournament time in our district's
parks. The turf is aerified early in the
month. Potassium and phosphorus are
applied as a 6-25-25 fertilizer before over-
seeding with a mix of three Kentucky
bluegrasses and three perennial
ryegrasses. We borrow a topdresser from
the parks district's Bonnie Brook Golf
Course to apply a sandy loam for Grosche
Field, our main stadium. Any low spots are



touched up by hand. By tournament time
the turf is back in top shape. When the tour-
naments are over, Banner is applied to get
us through the remaining hot portion of the
summer.

Maintenance continues in September
even though use of the field slows. When
the weather cools, we aerify a third time and
fertilize with a pound of nitrogen per 1,000
square feet of 18-18-18 sulfur-coated urea.
Mowing continues while irrigation is set to
be deep and infrequent.

Winter preparation begins in October.
Another pound of nitrogen in the form of 27-
3-12 with Nitroform and sulfur-coated urea
is broadcast following aeration. Since we
don't have time to spoon-feed the fields like
a golf course superintendent might spoon-
feed his greens, we rely on slow-release
products. At the end of the month Chipco
26019 is applied for control of snow mold.

Winter preparation is completed in
November by draining and blowing out the
irrigation system. All accessories, such as
foul ball netting and bases, are removed for
repair and storage. Planning for the next
year begins immediately.

In addition to a monthly schedule, a
baseball facility needs clear pregame and
postgame procedures. Pregame work is
centered around preparing the dirt and
marking the field. Postgame work is more
oriented toward the turf.

A thorough inspection after each game
or practice will help heal turf scars. Replace
divots immediately. Apply a handful of seed
(pregerminated preferred) and topdress mix
to scuffed areas and where divots cannot
be replaced. Turf areas in front of the
mound, the batters’ boxes, coaches' boxes,
and on-deck circles receive more wear than
others. For this reason they need frequent
aerification, overseeding and topdressing.
Eventually, wear and tear may take their toll
and sodding may be necessary.

Cooperation between the groundskeeper
and those scheduling and using the field is
essential to its season-long quality. Create
a positive working relationship with players
and coaches. Educate the leagues, school,
and park departments regarding turf
management and field construction. Let
them know about the personnel and budget
constraints you work under. They will
respect you and what you are trying to
accomplish.

Communicate with a liaison from the
groups and show them what it takes to
monitor the quality field they expect.
Explain that fields should be rotated to give
them time to rejuvenate. If possible, prac-
tices or drills should be held on areas away
from the infield of “showcase” fields. Estab-
lish ground rules for use with players and
coaches so they can share in the resulting
quality of their home field.

Editor’s Note: Greg Petry is Park Superin-
tendent for the Waukegan Park District,
Waukegan, IL, and a previous winner of the
Baseball Diamond of the Year Award.
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Why wetting
agent users are
turning to
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soil treatment.

A continually growing problem for turf managers is compaction.
Compaction is usually found at a depth greater than four inches, reducing
soil pore space and resulting in a loss of air and water movement through the
soil. Grass growth may be impaired, and plant death may result. Wetting agents
are often used to temporarily relieve the symptoms, but wetting agents work only
on the surface tension of surface water, improving infiltration in the top several
inches of the soil

Pene-Turf soil treatment does what a wetting agent will do, but where the
wetting agent stops, Pene-Turf continues. Pene-Turf works on the real problem,
compaction. Pene-Turf reduces the surface tension of soil water, causing
compacted soil to shift. Pene-Turf works several feet deep into the soil, resulting
in increased pore space, improved percolation, and deeper water infiltration. In
addition, Pene-Turf soil treatment requires fewer applications and is
non-phytotoxic.

2275 North State Road 1,
P.O. Box 463, Bluffton, IN 46714

Toll -Free: 1-800-348-2608
Indiana: 219-824-5384

+ FOUR STAR
SERVICES, INC.
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This product is available as Perk soil treatment in the following states:
AK, AZ, CA, CO. HI, ID. MT. NV, OR, UT, WA.

Safe Non-Toxic

NEW FROM FLYMO

Often imitated...Never duplicated

FEATURES e

@ COMMERCIAL JLO ENGINE (4200 RPM) 4 4
TOTALLY REBUILDABLE

@ UNIQUE PATENTED CUTTING SYSTEM

@ REINFORCED DECK

@ COMPLETELY ASSEMBLED
@ ONE YEAR ENGINE WARRANTY 7
® THE OFFICIAL GOLF COURSE TRIMMER

PRECISION SAFETY SYSTEM

1990 GCT 20

PRECISION

SMALL ENGINE CO
2510 NW 16TH LANE, POMPANO BEACH. FL.
(305) 974-1960

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-345-1960

April, 1990
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