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naments in August. The baseball season
ends in early October with the Aggies' 30-
day fall practice. All these events are played
on the Tifway bermudagrass.

In a typical season, Olsen Field hosts
nearly 60 games and all the practices for
the university. "I'd love to have a practice
facility for baseball," says Goertz. When he

is not taking care of the stadium, Goertz
is helping Ray with the girls softball field,
the practice football field and the track com-
plex. The girls have been national fast-pitch
softball champions for three out of the past
eight years.

Kyle Field, the university's football
stadium, is artificial turf. When the base-
ball team needs to practice on artificial tu rf,
it borrows the football stadium for a few days.
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A $7-million indoor practice facility will be
constructed within the next five years.

But Goertz has grown up with Olsen Field
and natural turf. "I've been lucky to start
out on a new field and stay with it," he says.
Experience has taught him how to adjust
the Toro hydraulic irrigation system during
the season for both ryegrass and ber-
mudagrass. He may change the irrigation
schedule for the 23 stations from week to
week.

Each station has an average of three
heads that run about 20 minutes every three
days. There are five quick couplers on the
field to which hoses are connected for wet-
ting down the infield dirt, bullpens and warn-
ing tracks. The first is behind the pitcher's
mound. Two more are located next to the
bullpens and the final two are located in the
outfield. "If we had a power failure in the
middle of a hot spell, we could still irrigate
the field with the quick couplers," states
Goertz.

Beside saline water, Goertz has other con-
cerns that require extra attention. Purple
nutsedge invades the bermudagrass in the
summer. Applications of MSMA kill the exist-
ing nutsedge foliage but not the nut below
the surface. This summer Goertz will try a
new product called Image that controls the
nut as well as the foliage. Three or four times
every year the warning tracks are sprayed
with Roundup to kill any emerging weeds.

Annual bluegrass is a problem in the over-
seeded field. He also had an outbreak of
brown patch and dollar spot two years ago
shortly after overseeding. This year he plans
to apply Rubigan, a fungicide that controls
both diseases in addition to having a
supressing effect on annual bluegrass. "It
helps to have some of the leading
agronomists in the country on campus," says
Goertz.

While Olsen Field does have a minor mole
cricket infestation, Goertz has had no
problem keeping it under control. It's the
fire ants that drive him crazy. They've stayed
off the field so far, but keeping them off is
a constant battle. The perimeter of the
stadium is treated with fire ant baits. At the
first sign of a mound, it is knocked down
and sprayed with a product called Eliminator.
"You can't let them get a foothold," Goertz
warns.

With his degree completed, he remains
at Olsen Field. He travels on road trips with
the Aggies when he can, to see other fields
around the country. "I'm not saying that just
because somebody else does something
one way, that it is the right way to do it, but
rather that maybe you might take that idea
and develop it to suit your field," says Goertz.
"Many of the things that we do here at Texas
A&M we have picked up from other people."

Only one out his four student managers
is majoring in turf. His name is Chet Bunch
and his goal in life is to become a golf course
superintendent. Another is studying to be
a dentist. If the right opportunity came along,
maybe they too would alter the course of
their careers for the lure of the diamond.


