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Whether your need is new construction, reno-
vation or repair, A-G Sod Farms can provide
the quality sod and stolons necessary to get your
course playable faster! And stay playable longer!
• Adapted varieties, locally grown and managed
to insure high quality when your order is delivered.
• Harvested carefully and professionally, so
it's easy to install, takes hold faster.
• Delivered promptly, when and where you need it.
• Stolons are available for most hybrid bermuda
varieties. And, we can plant them for you.
• Competitive pricing that fits your budget.

Call todqy for details,
prices ana availability
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ALBUQUERQUE
A-G Sod Farms
Box 49
Mcintosh, NM 87032
(505) 243-8051

FT.COLLINS
Greenlawn Sad Co.
2808 N.E. Frontage Road
Ft Collins, CO 80524
(303) 482-6574

AMARILLO
A-G Sod Farms
Rt. 2, Box 10
Amarillo, TX 79101
(806) 622-0861

PHOENIX/TUCSON
A-G Sod Farms
P.O.Box 832
Stanfield, AZ 85272
Stanfield: (602) 424-3325
Phoenix: (602) 263-5351
Tucson: (602) 623-0057

DALLAS/FT. WORTH
A-G Sod Farms
Rt. 1, Box 15
Aubrey, TX 76227
(817) 365-9904
Metro: (214) 248-0557
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
A-G Sad Farms, Inc.
P.O.Box 1360
Perris, CA 92370
1-800-233-5254
(714) 943-1817

EL PASO
A-G Sod Farms
Box 18
Santa Teresa, NM 88008
(505) 589-0401
Las Cruces
(505) 525-0792
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paid continuing dividends since the course
was completed was for building the greens
to United States Golf Association specifi-
cations."Whenyourgoal is to makea profit,"
Jeffords explains, "you question each ex-
pense.We could havegottenby withoutUS-
DA greens, but in retrospect we saved
money.They withstoodboth the heavyrains
and the drought at a time when the course
had to look its best for our potential lot
buyers."

A number of big name professional gol-
fers associated with resort courses in the
area have been impressedby the condition
of Wachesaw's greens says Jefford. Be-
cause they decided to use Tifdwarf instead
of the usually faster bentgrass, Jefford is
especially proud Wachesaw'sgreens were
recently rated 9.6 on the Stimpmeter,faster
than bentgrass greens at some nearby
courses.

The fairwayswere stolonizedwith Tifway
/I while centipedegrass was planted in the
roughs.This providedcolorcontrastbetween
the lightgreen centipedeand the darkgreen
bermudagrass and also gave the serpen-
tine fairways definition. Centipede was al-
so used in the grass bunkers. Lovegrass
covers the slopes and crownsof the numer-
ous berms.

When the drought
conditions returned a
year later, the beefed-
up irrigation system

and the plentiful
water supply kept the

course in top
condition.

it was Jefford's idea to hire Purvis before
construction was completed. "A few dollars
in salary have saved us hundreds in
problems later," he boasts. Purvis admits
the time he was able to spend with Fazio
and the construction company helped him
make the transition from the plush, precise
conditions of the 60-year-old private Flor-
ence Country Club, in Florence, SC, to the
wild nature of Wachesaw.

Purvis arrived at his new post just as the
fairwayswere beingshapedfor the final time
and the greens were being built. "I know
exactlywhere every irrigationand drain line
is located and why it was put there," he
states.

Ironically, when he arrived the area had
continued on page 20



STOVER
HAS IT!

* Drought and heat
tolerant.

*'Looks like bluegrass,
yet more· disease-
resistant.

* Shade tolerant.
* Low maintenance.

* Tolerates a wide
range of soil and pH
variables.

IJ~~STOVER SEED
~~ COMPANY

Quality, Service and Reliability
Since 1922

Consultants to professionals and
distributors of turfgrass, flower,
native, legume and reclamation
grass seeds.

1415 E. 6th St. Box 21488
Los Angeles, CA 90021
(213) 626-9668

Northern California affiliate:
PACIFIC COAST SEED CO.
P.O. Box 2908
Dublin, CA 94568
Tele.: (415) 833-0560
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been experiencing a drought. As a result,
special attention was paid to the selection
and installation of a pump and irrigation sys-
tem to meet drought conditions. "We have
a wall-to-wall Toro system with a PSI pump
station designed to let us water the priori-
ty turf during a drought," he reveals. When
drought returned a year later, the beefed-
up irrigation system and the plentiful sup-
ply of water from the Waccamaw River kept
the course in top condition. The numerous
newly-planted dogwoods and shrubs were
watered by using the hydroseeder as a water
truck.

"Fazio's design conserves water in ma-
ny ways," says Purvis. The centipede and
the lovegrass require less water than the
bermuda. The trees and mounds shelter
most otthe course from high winds and pro-
vide shade for at least part of the day. "Two
holes were shortened by Fazio to preserve
old oak trees," he adds.

Drought turned to deluge within weeks
of Purvis' arrival. Fortunately, since the area
is known for heavy seasonal downpours,
an extensive drainage system had been in-
stalled throughout the course. "Catch ba-
sins and french drains were installed in all
bunkers, swales and low spots," Purvis ex-
plains. "We were ready when the rain started
falling."

As final touches were made to the course,
Purvis had his crew hydroseed along the
edge of the woods to extend the rough in-
to the forest. The Finn also came in handy
for seeding the banks of the lakes and the
river. As the development prepared to open,
roadsides and areas along walking trails and
cart paths were hydroseeded.

Maintaining such a course has not been
simple. Purvis' crew swells from 11 to 14
in the summer. He likes to hire turf students

A multitude of mounds, characteristic of Tom Fazio's design, makes mowing difficult.

from Horry Georgetown Technical College,
his alma mater. Since it is a private course
(20 to 100 rounds per day is the most play
it receives) the crew can work around gol-
fers without disturbing them.

Purvis has had to rig Flymos and verticut-
ters with ropes to maintain steep slopes.
Most bunkers are raked by hand. Once a
year in the spring the crew thins out the
lovegrass with weedeaters. Purvis even used
the hydroseeder to spray a fertilizer solu-
tion onto the steep banks.

The steeper slopes in the short rough are
cut with a Steiner four-wheel-drive tractor
with a 48-inch rotary deck out front. This
tractor is articulated and has a low center
of gravity to help it hold onto slopes as steep
as two to one. "Even so, we've rolled it a
few times," Purvis confesses.

The centipede roughs are cut at two
inches with a pull-behind reel gang and
trimmed with a riding rotary. A five-gang rid-
ing reel mower is able to keep most of the
undulating bermudagrass fairways at one-
half inch. The Tifway II has resisted cart
traffic damage and withstood the beating
of clubs on the tees. Tees are cut every other
day at one-half inch.

"We mow all our greens with walk-behind
reel mowers," says Jeffords. The former
director of golf at Sea Pines in Hilton Head
takes special interest in the greens. "I've
always felt the director of golf should be
reasonably educated in course main-
tenance," he states. "It gives the superin-
tendent two votes instead of one with the
greens committee."

In November, the entire course is over-
seeded with perennial ryegrass. "Twenty
percent of our residents make Wachesaw
their second home," says Jeffords. "When
they are here in the late fall and winter they
want to see green grass everywhere, not

continued on page 22



The lovegrass mounds are thinned each spring to allow penetration of irrigation and rain.

Plantation
continued from page 20

just on the tees and greens." The attrac-
tion of the course has done its job. Most
of the lots in the first 70D-acre phase are
now sold. Jeffords and Purvis are begin-
ning to plan for another 18-hole course for

the 400-acre second phase.
Since 1985, two more private equity golf

developments have been started in the
Grand Strand. As Jeffords explains, the pri-
vate equity club is originally financed by an
investment group. When all memberships
are sold out, the ownership of the club au-

tomatically reverts to the members. To be-
come a member, you must own one of the
lots in the development. Both the value of
the lots and the membership appreciate.
Buyers of lots do not have to buy member-
ships in the club.

The half-acre lots in Wachesaw Planta-
tion range from a base price of $39,000 to
$125,000 for premium lots. Membership in
the club has risen from the original $9,000
to $19,000 today. At present, there are slight-
ly more than 300 members.

The original 57 investors have sold their
shares to Olin II and e.G. Mills, of photog-
raphy fame. The Mills brothers will release
their rights of ownership to the members
upon sell-out. At that time, Jeffords and Pur-
vis will report to the membership.

But this eventuality is far away in their
minds. They are busy working with the ar-
chitects and planners on the next phase',
Wachesaw Plantation's second golf course
may be designed by a different golf course
architect to provide different types of courses
within the same development. "We couldn't
be any more satisfied than we are with Fa-
zio's work," says Jeffords. But like a num-
ber of new major golf development sites,
PGA West for example, the attraction of two
varying golf course design styles is great.

After all, attracting buyers is the name
of the game in private equity golf clubs, It
seems to be catching on in the Grand Strand
and in other golf mecas across the country.

From Catch Basins to Channel Drains,
from Atrium Grates to Cross Tees,
Associated products are designed to be
better, stronger, more efficient, plus
simpler to install and maintain.

Multi-throat outlets, and a unique system
of lug-locks allows quick efficient hook-up
to a wide range of corrugated or solid pipe
sizes and fittings without need for
couplings or inserts.

Channel Drains and Grates are rated
"medium duty" for automobile and light
passenger truck traffic with an overall load
rating of 16,272 psf for the Channels*, and
9,648 psf for the Grates.*

Send today for complete catalog,
specifications, and price lists.
"Results of independent laboratory tests available
on request.

FOR THE BEST ENGINEERED,
MOST VERSATILE DRAINAGE
SYSTEMS - Specify
ASSOCIATED PRODUCTS!

~~ ASSOCIATED PRODUCTS, INC.
25443 Rye Canyon Road, Valencia, CA 91355· (818) 765-0412
Toll Free: Calif. (800) 228-9751 • National (800) 228-2178
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